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Che Forest and Stream Platform Plank. 
“The sale of game should be forbidden at all seasons,” 
—ForeEst AND STREAM, Feb. 3, 1894. 











AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY. 


Tue Forest AND STREAM’S announcement of prizes 
for amateur photographs is given elsewhere. 








The ancients esteemed hunting, not only as a 
manly and warlike exercise, but as highly con- 
ducive to health. The famous Galen recom- 
mends it above all others as not only- exercising 
the body, but giving delight and entertainment 
to the mind. And he calls- the inventors of this 
art wise men, and well-skilled in human nature. 

Somerville. 








SNAP SHOTS. 


WE have given generous space in recent issues to the 
New Jersey game stocking enterprises, because this is a 
branch of work which, now in its infancy, is destined to 
receivé constantly growing attention, and to be rewarded 
by substantial results. Thanks to the activity of the New 
Jersey Commission, the ring-necked pheasant may now 
fairly be counted as a game bird of that State; and to- 
_ day we quote characteristic reports from sportsmen in 
various counties where imported quail have been put out 
to restore the supply. The’work has been done under the 
personal supervision of Mr. Charles A. Shriner, the State 
Fish and Game Warden and executive agent of the board; 
and it is a pleasure to make recognition of the common 
sense methods he has employed and the businesslike man- 
ner in which the interests of the public have been adminis- 
tered. 





It is announced that the project of a deer park for Long 
Island, suggested in these columns some time ago, will 
be taken up by the Legislature this winter. As we have 
pointed out, there are wild lands on the island admirably 
adapted to the purpose, and such a State institution might 
be established without interfering with any private 
rights and privileges now enjoyed. The expense should 
be small; the deer are ready to hand; and the breeding 
station thus provided would stock the mountains of Sulli- 
van county and the Catskills. 





The American Commissioners who were sent to investi- 
gate the Hawaiian Islands discovered a curious condi- 
tion governing the fisheries. Along the Hawaiian coast, 
about a mile from the shore, are coral reefs, and between 
these reefs and the shore are the fishing grounds. When 
the land of the islands was first parceled out by the 
crown, grants of lands along the coast carried with them 
the exclusive privilege of fishing for a mile from shore. 
The holders of such lands long ago formed a trust for 
the konihiki, or monopoly, of the fishing; fixed prices to 
suit themselves, and proceeded to get rich. The old 
grants have been tested in the courts, and are held to be 
vested rights. In acquiring the Hawaiian ‘Islands the 
United States has thus annexed a full fledged fisheries 
trust. It is reported that the Commissioners will recom- 
mend the condemnation of the fishing grounds in the 
public interest. 





The New York League at Syracuse last week adopted 
a resolution endorsing the principle of Forest ANnp 
Srream’s Platform Plank, voting to petition the Legisla- 
ture to forbid at all times the sale of ruffed grouse and 
quail. Vermont has just adopted a prohibition of the sale 
of ruffed grouse. New Hampshire sportsmen have as- 
surance that the anti-sale plank will be considered at Con- 
_cord this winter. A Minnesota senator writes to us for 
information that will assist him in an effort to secure a 


similar law there. The Legislature of Connecticut will 
have a measure forbidding the taking of game for sale. 
Even in Massachusetts, with the Boston market open the 
year around, the sportsmen’s associations are coming out 
in favor of the Plank. The idea has been implanted. It 
is talked about. Discussion means gain in popularity, 
and ultimately it will mean adoption. 


/ 





The field trials of the Eastern and Continental Clubs 
this year were marked by a spirit of true sportsmanship 
throughout, which made the meetings the most satisfac- 
tory and thoroughly enjoyable of recent years. The com- 
mercialism which in former days was so largely a dom- 
inating force, giving rise to jealousies embittéring the 
meets, has passed entirely away; there was this year not 
the remotest suggestion of it. The trials were conducted 
by sportsmen for the sake of the sport; generous emula- 
tion and perfect harmony and good feeling prevailed 
from the casting off the first brace to the final hand clasp 
at parting, when everyone declared that he had had a 
good time, and would come again. Such a restoration of 
field trials in America to a place of respect and dignity 
in the calendar of the year’s events is reason for genuine 
congratulation of all who are interested in the dog as 
a field companion. We shall be much in error if the im- 
mediate future shall not witness a growth of field trial 
interest, and such popularity for the annual events of the 
clubs as has never before been enjoyed. 





This is putting field trials on the plane they al- 
ways should have held. It was the incroachment of purely 
commercial interests, with the usurpation on the part of 
owners and handlers who knew no other motive than a 
mercenary one, that eventually caused many of the early 
supporters to withdraw from active participation. The 
true interests of dog. breeding and training and field 
shooting will be advanced by the elimination of what may 
be termed the professional element from field trials. 





Secretary Spencer, of the Alabama Field Trials Club, 
reports that birds are plentiful at Madison, where the 
meet will be held in February, and the outlook is for a 
large entry list and an increased number of visitors. The 
club’s annual gathering is a most enjoyable occasion; and 
the club is developing a substantial influence upon the 
game interests of the State. For one thing such a meeting 
of representatives of different sections gives opportunity 
for discussion of the common cause; public opinion is 
created and fostered; and it is expeeted that as an out- 
growth of the work of the Alabama: Club, the present in- 
efficient and inadequate game law will be superseded by 
one drafted on advanced lines and in keeping with the 
standards of the day. 





Were an observer to draw inferences from what he saw 
in some sections of the Adirondacks,. accepting the dic- 
tum that “whatever is is right,” hé might conclude that 
deer hounding was a lawful mode of hunting. In Game 
Protector Beede’s district, for instance, in Essex county, 
the woods have echoed day in and day out the bay of the 
dogs on trail. The experience told us by a still- 
hunter in that district is suggestive of the way things 
went there in the deer season; on two separate occasions 
after long stalking he had nearly come up with his game, 
only to have it each time startled and driven from him 


. by hounds. As for Mr. Beede, the hounders doubtless 


said of him as Elijah at Mount Carmel to the prophets 
of Baal when he mocked them and said, “either he is 
talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or per- 
adventure, he sleepeth and must be awaked.” 





Twelve hunters were mistaken for deer and killed by 
other hunters in Wisconsin in the past season. If this 
reckless shooting continues, no prudent man will venture 
into the woods, and whenever a father of a family de- 
clares his intention of deer hunting in Wisconsin. it will 
be in order to appoint a commission de lunatico inquir- 
endo. 





To inveigh against this form of manslaughter may be 
futile; to mitigate the exceeding and unspeakable out- 
rages of these repeated killings is beyond human power; 
and all the talking and writing in the world will not stay 
the hand of the fatuous imbecile who is predestined to 
slay his brother man by mistake for a deer. But on the 
other hand it is certain that silence can avail nothing, and 
the talking and writing may do some good. Let every 


father then exhort his son, and every son his father, the 
brother the brother, and every man every other man, 
and in particular each one himself, never to shoot until he 
knows—not thinks he knows, but knows—what he is 
shooting at. 





The Maxim gun shoots with prodigious rapidity, dis- 
charging automatically by its own recoil a rain of six hun- 
dred bullets per minute. In a lecture before the Engineer- 
ing Society of Columbia University, last week, the in- 
ventor related that the Sultan of Turkey once ordered one 
of the guns, and when it was received, mindful of how it 
continued to shoot when once set going, he ordered that, 
not even being. unpacked, it should be put away in a 
safe place in the royal museum of arms, where it might 
be powerless to wreck the empire. The Sultan is a pru- 
dent person; he doubtless understands human nature well 


enough to surmise that the didn’t-know-it-was-loaded idiot . 


is not exclusively indigenous to the American continent ; 
and his Oriental imagination had pictured perhaps what 
would happen in Constantinople if the idiot and the 
Maxim gun should get together. 





Commissioner Titcomb calls our attention to the fact 
that in a recent note of the deer in Vermont . we said 
that under the old law hounds were permitted. This was 
a mistake; dogging was against the law; but there was 
no provision by which an officer could legally kill a dog 
running at large and pursuing deer, if the dog wore a 
collar and was licensed; and the dogs have chased deer in 
Vermont at all seasons of the year. Under the statute any 
dog chasing deer may be killed; and it is expected that 
this will save many does heavy with young. Another 
good point is that owners are held responsible. The New 
Hampshire Commissioners suggest the expediency of a 
similar provision; for, although the use of dogs for deer 
hunting is forbidden, the game is continually harried by 
hounds running loose, with effects particularly disastrous 
in the breeding season. 





We observe, by the way, that the letterhead employed 
by Mr. Titcomb, being that of the Department of Fish- 
eries and Game, has for its device the arms of the State, 
and the crest is a buck’s head. This is significant, for it 
means that in the year 1821, when the coat of arms was 
adopted, the deer was a feature of Vermont worthy of a 
place in the State’s heraldry. Certainly, at that period no 
one could have foreseen that half a century later the 
species would become extinct in the Green Mountains, 
that it would be restored by importations from “York 
State”; and that in course of time this heraldic buck’s 
head would adorn the stationery of a deer protective de- 
partment. 





The ultimate success of the Vermont deer restocking 
enterprise affords one of many illustrations of the truism 
that the preservation of a game supply is simple if the 
game supply is preserved. You cannot have your cake 
and eat it too. What has been accomplished in the Green 
Mountains with imported deer has been done with the 
New Hampshire moose by the expedient of a long-term 
close time. The report, of the Commissioners, printed in 
another column, tells us that the outlook for the moose 
stock in the Connecticut Lakes country is very promising, 
owing to a strict observance of the law, which gives this 
species protection until the year Igor. 





One service the wheel does many a rider on country 
roads is to put him closer to game and other wild crea- 
tures than ever he could get afoot. For the man who 
would hunt without a gun the wheel has this peculiar ad- 
vantage. A correspondent who visited Maine in the fall 
tells us, “On two different occasions I wheeled within 
two rods of grouse in the road.” The secret of it is that 
the movement of the bicycle is so noiseless and so swift 
that the wheelman is upon the game before it has time to 
realize his approach. 


The organization of the Blue Mountain Club for shoot- 
ing in the Blue Mountain Forest, the Corbin game park 
in New Hampshire, has not yet been perfected; but some 
hunting was done in the Forest this year, the game killed 
comprising six elk and twenty-three deer. 

The next issue of the Forest anp Srream will be the 
Christmas Number; and in its pages will be provided a 
fund of good reading. 
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Che Sportsman Gourist. 


On Forest Lakes and | 


PropaB_y few persons realize the fact that one of the 
most extensive forests of the world is within twenty- 
four hours’ ride of the city of New York. 

It is said that the forest lying north of the St. Lawrence 
River is surpassed in extent only by those of the 
Amazon, Siberia, Central Africa and the northwestern 
part of our continent. It stretches a thousand miles 
south from Hudson Bay toward the St. Lawrence, 
and is 1,700 miles in width from east to west. 

Within its range are the Laurentide highlands, the 
oldest known geological formation; not lofty elevations, 
but rolling in long, graceful, billowy lines, now covered 
with the waving forest, but in the remote antiquity of 
the glacial period buried, according to Dana’s compu- 
tation, to the depth of nearly two miles under the ice 
which flowed thence over the Green and White moun- 
tains, the Catskills, and down to the sea. It is an 
ancient land, strangely preserved intact in its primeval 
wildness and beauty. 

The pioneers of civilization from France, touching the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence, pushed westward in 
their nervous haste of exploration, leaving the savages 
and the wild beasts in possession of the vast, somber 
forest. Since those early days the severity of the winter 
and the indifferent nature of the soil have combined 
to deter the enterprising Canadian from attempting 
seriously the conquest of the wilderness. 

Indians are still found in their ancestral haunts. Some 
of them are now the proteges of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, and bring their furs, as in the former days, for 
sale or exchange; others are guides to the hunting and 
fishing grounds of their fathers. The moose, the cari- 
bou, the bear and the fox continue to tempt the patient 
hunter; the beaver builds his dams across the streams; 
the loon and the wild duck breed along the lakes. The 
inland waters abound in game fish; the brook trout 
(fontinalis), the great lake trout (mamaycush), the ouan- 
aniche, the maskinonge, the dore and the pike. The 
primitive woods remain, bowing and bending under the 
weight of snow in the winter, and in summer radiant 
beneath the warm Canadian sun that tempers the cool- 
ness of the- interminable shade. 

There stand in solitary grandeur the last survivors 
of the old pines of the East. About them cluster the 
tall dark spruces, the hemlocks, cedars, maples, the 
white-stemmed birches, the smooth-barked beeches and 
fragrant balsams, not yet reached by the greedy axe 
and still protected by their inaccessibility. Along the 
water courses the lumbermen have hewed out the valu- 
able timber, and the spring floods have borne it through 
many a turbulent rapid to the mills below, but the 
larger part of the region is a profound solitude, covered 
with a dense forest and little disturbed except by the 
solitary trapper and hunter. 

Picturesque lakes of all sizes and forms, and of di- 
vergent beauty, bordered by their faithful friends the 
trees, the untiring condensers, lie in long chains and 
systems among the hills and mountains. 

The ice which creeps over them in November, and is 
the playground of the restless winds and whirling snow 
through the winter, does not disappear until May. 

April is not the birthtime of the Laurentian world, 
but with the ice goes winter, and summer quickly suc- 
ceeds. Spring is superfluous, and has no place. 

The trees burst into foliage, and the wild grasses spring 
up where the sunshine falls. There is a sound of wings 
in the air, and the loons and ducks, sweeping up on the 
south wind, drop into their familiar haunts; the heron 
and bittern again stalk through the swamps; the singing 
birds come “jubilant, noisy, triumphant”; the beaver, 
leaving the wintry depths, cleaves the surface of the 
water; the air is soft and the time has come to travel 
the forest lakes and trails. 

Three summers ago I was in the main camp of the 
Laurentian Club on Lac la Peche, in the southern edge 
of the great forest, with some friends. While we were 
waiting idly for a rain to cease and the sun to shine 
an Indian from the Hudson Bay Company came in, and 
we obtained information from him about an attractive 
lake of which we had heard, situated some seventy miles 
to the north. He sketched a rough map upon a piece of 
pine board, showing its location, and the waterways and 
trails leading to it, which one of our guides copied upon 
a sheet of birch bark. Provided with this, we decided 
to make a trip to the lake. A box was packed with 
provisions from the storehouse, and two small tents were 
put in canvas bags. These‘articles, with blankets, were 
sent in advance about forty miles through the woods 
to a log camp of the club on Lake Dunbar, upon the 
route we were to take. 


The canoe selected for our use was a Peterborough, 
a strong and comfortable boat, built of basswood, roft. 
long, 37in. wide, and 12in. deep. 

Our party for the excursion, exclusive of guides, con- 
sisted of three persons, one of whom was a lady experi- 
enced in forest life and travel. Our two guides, Pierre 
and Noel, were Indians, both skillful voyageurs. Pierre, 
the head guide, was tall and straight; of gentle manners, 
with ‘a voice soft and musical, very intelligent and trust- 
worthy. He had all the natural dignity of.an historical 
Iroquois chief. 3 

At 8 o’clock on Wednesday morning we placed our 
few personal effects—rifie-and fishing tackle, and one 
day’s provisions—in the canoe, and embarking .upon 
Lac la Peche, paddled away for the north. 

We traveled fifteen miles that day, and about 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon reached our resting place for the 
night, a- spacious log house on the shore of Lake 
Pizagonke, remarkable for its fine scenery, and the 
headquarters of the Shawinegan Club, a Montreal asso- 
ciation, whose hospitality was generously extended to 
us. Beyond.this lake we were not to have roads and 
scarcely a civilized ae : 

We were afloat early in the morning, for our next 
camping place was thirty miles distant. “When we 
pushed from the reedy shore, we entered a dense, white 
fog that over the lake. We could-hear the call 
of the loons from the misty depths, but we could not 





see them, nor the kingfishers, whose disjointed notes 
we _ heard. : 

’ Once a blue heron loomed silently and weirdly into 
view, but a few strokes of her long wings carried her 
into the fog again out of our sight. 

As the sun rose higher it dissipated the fog, and 
during the rest of the passage down the lake we Rad a 
succession of fine views. 

For two miles or more we paddled close to high, per- 
pendicular cliffs of Laurentian rock, whose savage rug- 
gedness was softened and half-hidden by pines that clung 
to their sides from base to summit, rooted in the seams 
and scars made by centuries of frost. The cliffs -ter- 
minated in a lower shore, thickly covered with timber. 
Across the lake the hills rose, ridge above ridge, ‘‘pile 
above pile of fresh and stately verdure.” 

The lake was nine miles long, and when the canoe 
slid over the lilypads into the soft grass of the further 
shore we were glad to land and take the trail to the 
next lake. 

I must not omit to relate one incident of the morn- 
ing. As we approached a narrow pan of the lake a 
bull moose suddenly came out of the woods on our right 
front. Pierre, who was in the stern of the canoe, saw 
him first and whispered “Moose!” The guides stopped 
paddling, and we watched the movements of the monarch 
of the woods. He walked vigorously to the water 
through some bushes that lined the shore. At the edge 
of the lake he stopped, facing the water, and tossed 
his big antlered head right and left, and sniffed the 
air. The sun was behind us, shining in a clear sky, and 
the light breeze was in our faces. It was evident that 
the moose did not see us. Apparently he intended to 
swim across the lake, for after reconnoitering an instant 
he strode into the water until it nearly covered his 
body, only his huge head and antlers and the upper line 
of his brown back remaining visible. Whether he saw 
us or imagined an evil presence, or whether some moose 
omen appeared to him in the sky above, we could not 
determine, but he turned and went out of the lake 
with moderate haste and plunged into the woods. He 
had been within easy shooting distance for five min- 
utes at least. A trusty rifle was lying on the floor of 
the canoe, but it was Aug. 28, with still three days untold 
of the then close season, and we did not shoot. 

What Pierre and Noel would have done had they 
been alone it is not necessary to consider. They were 
experienced hunters of moose and caribou, and Cana- 
dian Indians as a race are not noted for constant and 
unswerving obedience to the game laws. However, it 
is only fair to them to say that our forbearance and 
the reason for it seemed to meet with their approval. 

Leaving Pizagonke, we traversed lakes Croche, Desiles 
and Antikiagamac, all connected by easy trails. A _por- 
tion of the latter lake was luxurious with lily plants, 
and among their broad leaves some big pike were sun- 
ning themselves near the surface, and lazily inoved away 
when the canoe approached them. 

Passing through the outlet, we twisted down a creek 
as crooked as the folds of a steam radiator, emerging 
by noon upon the Mattawin River, within the territory 
of the Laurentian Club. 

The Mattawin is a tributary of the St. Maurice River, 
and is about 100. miles long, running through the forest 
its entire course. Falls of 4oft. or more at intervals 
mark its precipitous descent. Where we struck it, and 
for the seven miles we followed its windings, the cur- 
rent, although swift, was smooth except for two or three 
rapids. Along the margin were numerous stretches 
of bright yellow sand dunes, on which we saw occasional 
footprints of black bears and caribou. 

Now and then we startled a black duck from her nest; 
several times flocks of sheldrakes seemed to challenge 
us to race with them. As we approached the quiet 
coves where they were feeding, they would peer out, 
swim in different directions for a minute or two in an 
uncertain way, and then there would be a sudden glitter 
of wings arid a rush of the whole flock on the waterline 
at wonderful speed. The canoe, racing with current 
and paddles, was no match for them. Kingfishers were 
numerous, as they are everywhere by the waters of the 
Canadian woods, dropping from overhanging branches 
upon their finny victims, and as they fly rattling off their 
castanet notes. Along the shores we saw several of the 
large red-headed woodpeckers hammering on the boles 
of old trees. . 

About 2 o’clock we entered the mouth of the Castor 
Noir River, a stream of clear, cold water, paying tribute 
to the Mattawin, and landed near the base of a line of 
imposing granite cliffs, whose summits were crowned 
with white pines. The river rushed noisily through 
a deep gorge in the mountains. It was navigable by 
the canoe, but contained many rocky, foaming rapids, 
which forced us to make as many portages while ascend- 
ing the stream eight miles to its source. The scenery 
was very wild. t some points the densely wooded 
shores crowded in upon the river, making narrow passes, 
through which the water ran swiftly in the dark shadow 
of the trees, while at others the bed of the river was 
choked with big brown boulders, so that the guides 
found. it difficult to force a passage. 

We crossed a beaver dam, the guides getting out upon 
it and pulling the canoe over. The barkless branches of 
which it was built were of a fine whiteness, having been 
washed by the pure water and bleached by the sun. We 
crept over sandbars, over which the water was so shal- 
low that we could feel the flexible bottom of the canoe 
wrinkling under us. So with much portaging and hard 
paddling we pushed our way up during the afternoon, 
having the evergreen woods on either bank and views 
of rugged hills over. the tops of the trees. When within 
about a mile of Lake Dentek. the source of the stream, 
further pfogress. by water.was made impossible by 
rapids that came tumbling down to meet us, and the 
guides hoisted out the canoe, and we took the trail. 

As we ¢limbed the ascent, we had frequent glimpses 
of the river, that rushed, singing, over the ledges in 
four succéssive leaps, resting in as many foam-flecked 
pools before reaching its more level bed below. 

We came out of the woods upon the surface of an 
immense ledge that formed the rim of two upper pools 
to a view at once rugged and beautiful. Below, on the 


right, was the valley we had ascended; a sea of waving 

tree to; The opposite shore of the river was a mass 

of boulders and angular rocks. 
Beyond, the mountain, a pile of gray stone, dotted with 


scattered trees, rose abruptly to the height of 1,200ft. 
In front of us the water hurried foaming over the i 
shelves, its shattered column sending off a thin mist that 
drifted glistening in the sunshine over the deep, pebbly 
pools, natural home of the trout. These are 
pools which no sane angler can neglect, so now the 
light bamboos are jointed, the reels slipped into their 

ooves, the filmy leaders hung with bright-winged 
ies, long casts are made from the rocky floor into the 
turmoil of broken, rushing water to the foot of 
the cascades. The flies flutter down through the 
silvery spray into the white foam; the trout leap with 
an energy born of the swift water; the strike is made 
quicker than thought can come; the slender rods bend 
and spring as the captives dash around the pool until 
exhausted, they are led gently into the net and laid side 
by side upon the brown ledge, beautiful as the trout of a 
mountain stream can be. 

Our camp on Lake Dunbar was a mile from the falls, 
a log house flanked by a guide house and a bark kitchen. 
Pierre and Noel soon had a fire roaring in the throat of 
the big stone chimney. : 

They cut a heap of spicy boughs from neighboring 
balsams and deftly laid them upon the rude bed frames. | 
Blankets were spread over them, and we were ready for 
the trout supper and sleep. 

We found here our tents and provisions, which had 
been sent in advance. The next day was rainy, and we 
kept the comfortable camp. We piled logs upon the 
fire. We read. We watched the clouds as they drifted 
along the sides of the mountains and sifted through 
the pine forest, and we made attacks upon the blue- 
berries that grew in luxuriant abundance in the clear- 
ing, even up to the log doorstep of the house. 

The next morning was fair and bright, and we made 
an early start. 

We paddled up the lake, walked at a lively pace over 
a two-mile portage, and put our canoe into the Grand 
Castor Noir Lake, a lovely sleet of water, decorated 
with green islands—a gem of the wilderness, perfect 
in its beauty and solitude. Its scenery was in striking 
contrast to that of the following portage, which was a 
rough trail through a gray old wood, littered with rocks 
and trunks of generations of fallen trees in all stages 


of decay, some of them only traceable as lines of green 
moss. 


_ The next lake in our course was seven miles long, and 
it was high noon when we reached the lower end and 
landed to eat our luncheon. Here was a heap of tangled 
logs, once the shelter of the hunter, and near by, white 
and shining in the sun, was the complete skeleton of a 
ars killed and flayed no doubt by the owner of the 
cabin. 

Crossing the foot of the lake, we followed a trail that 
led to Lake Souci, and pitched our tents in a grove of 
spruce and balsams. 

At the rear of the camp a talkative stream dashed 
over a rocky bed, its chatter echoing through the 
woods. Within ten minutes’ walk were two large 
lakes, connected by this little river. We were now 
about fifty miles from Lac la Peche, and it being Satur- 
day evening we decided to remain here until Monday. 

While casting for trout on Lake Souci in the canoe, a 
jolly young bear with a coat as black as jet came 
running down through a rocky cafion to the shore: 
When he saw us he stopped and looked at us with evi- 
dent curiosity. As he slouched away, we shouted at 
him; he stopped again on the trunk of a fallen tree and 
turned his face toward us for an instant, then shambled 
off, and we saw him no more. 

Running close under some perpendicular cliffs that 
rose out of the lake, we were puzzled at the sight of 
some circular wooden frames, like hoops, perched on 
apparently inaccessible shelves of the rock above the - 
water. The guides told us they were used by trappers 
to dry their beaver skins, and were placed there so as to 
be out of reach of the inquisitive and destructive bears. 

We broke camp on Mon@ay morning, climbed over 
a low ridge, waded across a grassy bog that absorbed 
us to our ankles; picked our way over a bed of large 
rocks, so thickly set that we could step from one to an- 
other, and came to a branch of the Wessoneau River, 
where we launched the canoe. The river, however, was 
only navigable for short stretches, and we were obliged 
to foot it over an old Indian trail that followed the 
windings of the stream. We made eight portages to 
avoid swift water and falls, crossed two small lakes and 
a solemn old swamp, and as the sun. was declining 
emerged from the woods upon a bluff and looked down 
upon the lake we had sought for five days. 

It was about five miles in diameter, indented by deep 
bays. The Indians called. it Waulumkok, meaning the 
lake with much sandy shore. 

John Burroughs” saying that “water makes the wild 
more wild” is peculiarly applicable to this lake. It rests 
in a basin, guarded on-every side by — hills densely 
covered with the never-ending forest. e trees begin 
at the edge of the water and climb the slopes, their wav- 
ing tops stretching away in graceful, undulating lines 
to the rim of the horizon. 

Looking from the high bank over the blue water for 
a fitting camp site, we saw on the far shore a line of 
shining sand, and the guides advised us to cross.to it. 
We were fifty minutes in crossing, but the intelligence 
of the Indian was vindicated, and it proved to be an ideal 
spot for a —_ 

A sandy beach lined the edge of the woods for three- - 
fourths of a mile, having a gradual slope outward. 
At its inner margin dunes of considerable height 
showed the effect of the mingled force of waves and 
winds. Above the dunes was a low bluff set thick with 
pines, spruces, balsams and birches. There, where the 
trees were thinnest, the tents were set up under the far- 
reaching arms of a tall, vigorous pine. 

Examinations previously made of similar pines in 
these woods, for the purpose of determinin their age, 
furnished data for the conclusion that this old patriarch 
was basking in the sunshine and tossing its sturdy 
branches in the stormy winds when De Salle and Cham- 
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our times. Near the camp a spring sent a rivulet of 
sweet water trickling across the sand: of the beach. 

As we sat that night by our generous camp-fire of dry 
balsam logs there was a sense of complete isolation from 
the civilized world. The silence was profound and un- 
broken, except by the owls and the ripple of the small 
waves on the beach. We were on the shore of a lake 
unvisited: save by trappers and by the enemies of the 
primitive pines, who made a foray against them through 
this region forty years ago. Until our visit probably no 
white woman had seen its wild waters. 

there were many. native dwellers in these soli- 
tudes was shown by the multitude of tracks of birds and 
small animals that we saw on the sand when we landed. 

No doubt the smooth beach was a promenade for all the 
residents in the vicinity. 

The morning after our arrival we set out in*our canoe 
to gratify the anglers’ curiosity and test the unknown 
waters, They responded generously, and yielded. to the 
cast of our two lines 5slbs. of fish in two hours and a 
half. The average weight was about 6lbs. They in- 
cluded the maskinonge, phe and the namaycush. -The 
last differed from any of the great lake trout we had 
seen, in that the flesh was of exceedingly delicate tex- 
ture and of a light pink color. All these different fish 
were caught in the same deep water, by the side of a long 
ledge of rocks. The largest lake trout we captured 
weighed 8%4lbs. The largest maskinonge weighed 2olbs. 
His capture was the event of the day and a topic for the 
camp-fire talk at night. 

_ The adjoining woods abounded with partridges, very 
simple-minded and familiar. Mink were plentiful, run- 
ning in and out among the rocks along the shore, and 
an improvised trap yielded one as a specimen. 

We remained several days and unwillingly folded our 
tents for the return to the higher civilization of Lac la 
Peche. 

On our way back we came upon a trapper’s campinthe 
woods which exhibited the results of many an assault by 
the owner upon the wild beasts and birds. Wooden 
frames were scattered among the trees, on which skins 
of bears and other fur-bearing creatures had been 
stretched. Bits of fur were still fluttering from their 
edges and lying on the duff, and feathers, wings and feet 
of ducks and partridges littered the ground about the 
cabin, These, with scattered skulls and bones of bears 
and smaller game, told the story of the successful hunter 
and trapper. 

Behind the camp was a grassy ravine, the green path- 
way of a small brook, a haunt evidently of mink, for 
there we found a trap, a miniature deadfall, offering its 
treacherous hospitality to the little brown traveler. The 
owner of the camp was not there, but we learned after- 
ward that he was an educated Frenchman of good name 
who, following the example of some of his countrymen 
in the early days of the Canadian colony, had buried him- 
self in the wilderness, living upon his wild. companions, 
but still retaining connection with civilization; from time 
to time visiting Montreal and Quebec. , 

At another place in the woods were the antlers of a 
caribou, but these had been shed by the living animai 
and had Jain for a winter on the ground, being much 
gnawed by woodmice. Although shed every year, the 
antlers are seldom found! Go where you will in these 
woods, the red squirrel is always your companion. 
Wander to the remotest depths of the forest and the 
vivacious little animal dartsinfrontof you, or in a state of 
high nervous excitement chatters to you or scolds you 
from the thick tree tops. The ground under the trees is 
littered with the husks of his repast. 

During our trip we saw in their native haunts the 
moose, the black bear, minks, partridges, blue herons, 
hawks, loons, wild ducks, large red-headed woodpeckers, 
owls and the friendly moosebird, besides a variety oi 
small birds. 

The fishing for trout (fontinalis) was all that an am- 
bitious angler could desire. We found them to be unso- 
phisticated, as becomes trout of wilderness waters, bold 
and reckless in taking “the fly, often impatiently vaulting 
out of the water to meet it as it fluttered downward 
through the air. They were good fighters, their activity 
being stimulated no doubt by the coolness of the waters. 
The weather was fine; we had only two rainy days on 
our trip. The climate of the region in summer is agree- 
able, the days are warm and sunny, the nights cool 
enough for blankets in camp. 

There is an occasional frost late in August, but the 
grasses by the shores and in the meadows retain their 
summer colors until the middle of September. There 
are few heavy rainfalls until October. 1 remember one, 
however, in the year 1894, early in September. We had 
just returned after a long outing to the La Peche camp, 
and wete scarcely under the shingled roof, when the worst 
storm of years set in. It came up from the southern At- 
lantic coast. The rain fell continuously for twenty-four 
hours, driven by a gale of wind. _Streams ran through 
the camp. The air was full of sounds of the woods, most 
of all dull roar of the deep masses moved by the 
tempest. The forest trees, usually so imperturbable and 
serene, seemed to exult in the tumult. ey tossed their 
arms aloft and shook the water from their glistening 
leaves in showery spray. 

All the bridges on the wood road to the settlement 
below were torn away the torrents. Philerum, the 
guardian, who, rain or shine, daily traveled the twenty 

miles to and from the mail station, was compelled to 
swim his horse across the swollen, bridgeless streams 
and Oe the trees that had fallen across the forest 
road. earth of the low mountain opposite the camp 
became saturated with water, and at intervals along its 
— broke loose from its oe bed - slid som into 

e lake, carrying with it rocks and tfees, making a 

and roar and splashing fascinating to hear and 

_ But in the morning of the second day the sun rose 
in a cloudless sky, and the usual fine weather of the 
summer was with us i 
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Trees. 
Editor Forest and Stream: 

I had expected that Mr. Hardy’s questions about trees 
would receive a full answer before this from some one= 
familiar with the subject. Up to date, Nov. 30, no com- 
plete answer has appeared, and as Iam snowed in, with 
spare time on my hands, I will answer the questions 
to the best of my knowledge. 

If I should make technical mistakes, will the experts 
please correct me, withholding sarcastic criticism, Being 
snowed in, I am unable to get to a library for books of 
reference, and must depend wholly on memory. How- 





. ever, I think I can trust my memory, for the subject is 


one to which I have devoted much time in study and 
experiment. 

I shall divide Mr. Hardy’s questions, and shall number 
them for convenience. 

No. 1,—“Is the sap in the same tree all of the same 
quality in every particular?” 

Answer.—No, there are two kinds of sap in all trees— 
the crude sap that is imbibed by the roots and ascends 
through the wood cells to the leaves, and the elaborated 
sap, so called after it undergoes a chemical process in 
the leaves, which flows to every growing part of the tree. 

0. 2.—“If so, how does part make bark, part leaves, 
and in case of nut and fruit-bearing trees, the fruit? 
In case of a nut-bearing tree, if the sap is all the same, 
ae part form the shell and part the meat of the 
nut? 

Answer.—These qqestions would indicate that your 
correspondent is unacquainted with nature’s plan of veg- 
etation. Perhaps he asks the questions with a feeling 
that they cannot be answered, and he would be right in 
so far as brief answers are. concerned. His questions 
are as broad as the whole vegetable kingdom, and can 
be completely answered only by a comprehensive de- 
scription of nature’s plan for vegetable growth. 

I suppose it is understood in a general way that plants 
purify the air for animals, and manufacture all the food 
which they require. Plants purify the air by decom- 
posing carbonic acid gas, releasing the oxygen and re- 
taining the carbon to help make vegetable tissue. Plants 
make food for animal life by changing inorganic matter 
into organic matter, largely making use of the gases 
which compose air and water. This sort of book argu- 
ment is all right for the initiated, but it is all Greek to the 
average reader, so I will get down to business and try 
to show what a tree is and how it makes growth. 

If we examine a flower soon after blossoming with 
a microscope, we find a little sac in the ovule, which is 
called the embryo sac. At one end of the sac we should 
see a roundish substance, like an atom of pulp. No 
action looking to growth takes place unless the ovule 
is acted upon by pollen. When acted upon, the little 
atom of pulp commences to grow and becomes a cell. 
The cell divides and continues to increase by division 
until it becomes the plantlet in the seed. The plantlet 
usually consists of a stem, a rootlet and seed leaves. 
Take a squash seed and examine it, and we find the meat 
in halves, and the halves are seed leaves and grow out of 
the ground, and perform the work of true leaves. The 
nutriment that caused the plantlet to grow was stored 
in the seed leaves or meat. Without the nutriment 
stored in the seed leaves, the squash could not grow. The 
nutriment was stored beforehand, and this is nature’s 
plan of growth from the seed: There are changes almost 
without number, but they can be traced to a common 
design. Sometimes the seed leaves are so changed as to 
be unable to perform the functions of leaves, like the nuts 
of trees, which remain underground. The maple tree 
seed sends its seed leaves to the light like the squash. 

If Mr. Hardy will examine an acorn he will find an 
outside and an inside covering, and the kernel or meat. 
He will discover that the kernel is divided. The halves 
are seed leaves, and he will find a short stem connected 
to these seed leaves that, when growth takes place, pushes 
the main stem and rootlet out of the kernel, the former 
to grow up into light and air, the latter to grow down 
in darkness and moisture. 

Sap does not take part in the growth until the nutri- 
ment in the seed leaves has provided leaves. Crude 

sap must have leaves before it can assist growth. 
Branches are but repetitions of the first growth. A 
branch is implanted in the stem, while a stem is im- 
planted in the ground. Branches grow from buds that 
were formed during a former season. Nutrition was 
stored in the buds to start the branches into growth, just 
as the plantlet was started by the nutrition in the nut. 
The crude sap does not start growth in the spring, but 
awaits the leaves provided by buds. The buds start to 
grow in this locality when the thermometer registers 42° 
or 43°. I have seen leaves in February, and have known 
a warm spell in the fall to open many buds. All the 
buds on a tree do not grow. As there is a bid and 
sometimes several in the axis of every leaf, it would be 
impossible for the tree to maintain such an enormous 
growth. I sometimes see black cherry trees completely 
stripped of leaves by the tent caterpillar. In such cases 
the dormant buds provide new leaves. Nature seldom 
gets left. ' 

We found by examining the blossom that plant life 
started from a single cell. That by division it grew to 
a plantlet. The plantlet also increases by division until 
the result is a simple plant‘or a full-grown tree, as the 
case may be. is 

Every part of the tree is‘ made up of individual cells. 
The cells are filled with various substances, but we will 
now look to the cell walls,-as they make the framework 
of the tree. We will inqaire what sap has to do with the 
walls of the cells. Does:‘sap take part in the growth 
of this important = of a :teee? 

Chemists have discovered that cell walls ate composed 
of a material called cellulose. Cellulose is a combina- 
wore rp my hydrogen and vam Water —— 
po of the two gases, ¥ oxygen. ie 
roots of trees imbibe water, which up to the leaves, 
the two gases are provided ready made. How about 
the carbon? Carbon is i , therefore we must 
look for something in a fluid state that the crude sap 


or water can carry to the leaves, there to be decom- 
posed and the carbon’ released. Carbonic acid gas just 
fills the want. Water can absorb it bulk for bulk. We 
see this in the soda fountain. It is composed of oxygen 
and carbon. The crude sap conveys it to the leaves. 
Here it is decomposed, the oxygen is released into the 
air, and the carbon enters into combination with 
water to form cellulose. Cellulose is conveyed to every 
growing part of the tree, and is formed into cells. It 
is carried by the elaborated sap to the cambium layer, 
where the inside cells form wood cells, while the outside 
cells form bark cells. The leaves, buds, fruit and flowers 
are composed of cells, and the cellulose was stored up 
beforehand in the leaf buds and fruit buds. 

Now, we see that the tree has a chemical laboratory, 
where it creates material entering into its construction. 
It does this through the aid of the green grains of 
matter in the cells of leaves, but only in sunlight. Mr. 
Hardy will have to guess how this is done, the same as 
everybody else does. The cells contain nutriment, such 
as starch, sugar, proteine, etc. Starch is composed of 
carbon and water; it is formed in the leaves and is con- 
veyed in a liquid form to all parts of the tree where 
needed. It forms the flour of wheat, corn, rye, etc. 
Proteiné is also brought into existence in the chemical 
workshop. It is a combination of carbon, hydrogen, 
oxygen and ammonia. It is said to make seeds nutri- 
tious beyond everything in vegetable growth, and with- 
out much change; it is said to form the flesh, sinews 
and bones .of animals, at least the animal part of bones. 

I do not mention other properties created by the 
plant or tree in its laboratory, such a8 oil, jelly, etc., 
because I have called attention to enough to show that 
by a chemical process the tree is able to create any 
needed material, and to convey it to any part of its 
structure. But why or how the tree selects the proper 
material is a mystery too deep for the human mind. 
Proof, that the tree can and does make a selection, there 
is in abundance. 

Space prevents my dwelling on this subject. I hope 
I have been able to set Mr. Hardy to thinking. If so 
he will come out all right. 

No. g.—‘‘Also if the sap is all the same, how is it that 
some kinds of apples, like the Baldwin, only bear in 
any quantity on alternate years. If it is the same sap 
and the quantity is sufficient, why is not the same effect 
produced every year, instead of regularly on each alter- 
nate year, while in other varieties it is done nearly every 

ear?” 

. Answer.—The Baldwin bears every other year in or- 
dinary soil beeause the original seedling from which it 
sprung bore that way. The cion or bud will give the 
characteristics of the original tree. If Mr. Hardy should 
ask me why the original tree bore every other year, that 
would be another question. I have an opinion, and that 
is that it was caused by a lack of pollen. 

Apple trees bloom in clusters, but bear one apple to 
the cluster usually. Wild apples seem to bear in clusters 
largely, which would indicate that there were few sterile 
flowers in the beginning. The increase in the size of the 
cultivated fruit has claimed the pollen of a whole flower 
cluster, and I believe it almost impossible for a Baldwin 
tree to grow its enormous crop and provide at the 
same time perfect fruit buds for another season. I 
have noticed a good bloom without fruit. This would 
indicate that fruit buds were set the season before, but 
that they were imperfect. It is my opinion that when the 
tree was providing nutriment for the buds it fell short on 
the pollen. I have known Baldwins to bear every year 
with extra cultivation, HeEemir. 

MASSACHURTTS, 


Editor Forest and Stream: 

Another very interesting subject, “Trees,” has been 
receiving attention at the hands of several of your able 
contributors. The communications of Mr. Hardy and 
Mr. C. H. Ames especially have stirred within myself 
the scribbling spirit. I don’t believe I can contribute 
much solid information on the subject under discussion— 
the movement of sap in trees—but I have reflected a 
good deal about the matter, and have sought informa- 
tion from “the authorities.” My information is meager, 
but perhaps my reflections and deductions will be re- 
ceived with tolerance at least. 

The most definite expression on the latter point that 
has come to my notice is that the force employed is 
partly capillary and partly chemical, neither of which do 
we comprehend any better than we do the force of grav- 
ity,, which is no comprehension at all. This is vague 
enough, and simply means that, so far as I am informed, 
we know nothing at all about it. Mr. Ames’ suggestion 
that the whole question is embodied in that tremendous 
mystery, the ‘life principle,” is probably as near a 
solution as will ever be attained. : 

The. statement that a growing squash sustained a 
pressure of 3,000lks. is rather staggering. Fancy a 
3,000lb. pile hammer being let down ever so gently 
upon any kind of a squash. There would certainly be 
more kinds of a squash than one in the mix-up. 

As to the question of the return of the sap to the 
ground, I believe the fact is fully rec ized that it does 
not so return, after its function of making new tissue has 
been performed; at least not in the way supposed. There 
is a downward as well as upward movement going on 
all the time during the active periods of growth. 

Water is drawn up from the ground through the agency 
of the roots, which also possess a selective capacity 
for choosing out the nitrogenous and phosphate com- 

unds, with some others which the soil contributes. 

ese are carried up to the topmost branches, where they 
enter into combination with the carbonic acid taken in‘by 
the leaves from the atmosphere, while oxygen and water 
are thrown off by the leaves. Since the carbon thus 
accumulated constitutes by far the largest part of ‘the 
bulk of wood fiber in the tree, it follows that® the 
principal part, if not the entire substance, of which it ‘is 
com must descend from the leaves, reaching even 
to the extremities of the roots, as being the process 
by which all growth is achieved. outer 
The fact that sugar is composed almost exclusively 
of which is supplied solely by the atmosphere. 
ree agency of the leaves, points to the rejatéd 
fact the sap which yields the sugar, at whatever 
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season obtained, has received its main ingfedient from 
the upper extremities of the tree. 


In allusion to the large proportion of tree fiber that 


is drawn from the atmosphere, it has‘ been stated by some 
scientific authority, whom I do not now recall, that 
when wood is consumed by burning, all the volatile 
parts which escape in the process of combustion consist 
of those substances originally contributed by the at- 
mosphere; the residuum of ash representing what came 
from the soil. 

Mr. Ames, in allusion to the phenomenon of differ- 
entiation of substances as exhibited in the process of 
growth, asks, “Must we not in this case also look to 
the mysterious selective power of the organism, the 
attribute of life, for the explanation of what is accom- 
plished?” 

It is my belief that the above sentence covers the 
case. And this brings us up to the germ, the wonderful 
and mysterious germ, the parent of life; the most stu- 
pendous fact in nature. This microscopic bit of matter 
is, in its small compass, a complete epitome of the great 
mystery we call Life. 

The ancicnt conception that man was formed out of 
clay, and the “breath of life” instilled into him by the 
Almighty, is weak and puerile in the presence of this 
invisible speck, with all the potentialities contained with- 
in itself. ; 

The wonder of it is greatly enhanced when we consider 
that the development of actual life from the germ requires 
as an absolute essential the coalescing of two of these 
little specks, of like kind, but opposite gender. 

Mr. Hardy thinks that the sap in a tree must possess 
various qualities to produce its varying results~of wood, 
bark, fruit, etc. That suggestion can, I think, be disposed 
of by the following consideration: You may plant an 
acorn and a chestnut’ within a few feet of each other in 
exactly the same kind of soil, and with surrounding con- 
ditions exactly alike. The one will select and assimilate 
from the surrounding media substances that produce an 
oak tree, with all its peculiar characteristics, with blooms 
that are sexualized, requiring coalescence of opposite 
germs, to fructify and perpetuate the life principle; with 
acorns containing germs with the same capabilities of re- 
production as their parent; and this with unv@rying re- 
sulis except by the slow process of evolution. 

The other, with exactly the same materials to select 
from, will produce a chestnut tree, with its characteristics. 

The same grass that produces mutton in obedience to 
the nature of one germ will produce beef at the demand 
of another germ. The same food that produces reptiles 
and “vermin,” if appropriated by the human germ, pro- 
duces man, with all his qualities, physi¢al and psychical, 
with his mental powers of retrospection, introspection, 
and to coin a word, futro-spection. 

The potentialities which can convert similar substances 
into such widely varying and such stupendous results are 
contained in little invisible specks of matter. But this 
little germ, so small physically, so immeasurable potential- 
ly, possesses another wonderful feature, which sets it 
apart in isolated grandeur and sublimity above all other 
facts within the scope of human knowledge. Science has 
pursued its way with confidence up the long and intricate 
stream of evolution to its source, and has constructed a 
grand system of mundane life development, that com- 
mends itself with irresistible force to the intelligent mind. 
But, when science has reached the utmost source of the 
stream of life, what does it find?_ It finds this little 
microscopic germ assuming the proportions of a vast 
mountain of adamantine rock, which stands squarely 
across the way, and forbids further progress even to the 
thousandth part of a hair breadth. 

Human science must stop at the germ, as a towering 
wall too high for the eye of knowledge to see over. 

Philosophy, however, may soar above it and around 
it, and indulge in as many phantasies and air castles as 
the imagination of man may choose to picture. 

But knowledge stops at the germ. CoaHOMA. 

Mississippi. 





Our Pretty Visitor. 


On this morning of Dec. 4 the snow lies 1ft. deep on 
the ground, and the air is burdened with the falling 
flakes; work out of doors is a thing not to be thought 
of; and so I will write of the pretty little visitor which 
has come to give us a vision of grace and beauty all un- 
known to the dwellers within city walls. 

A year ago last spring a tiny doe fawn of the mule 
deer type was caught in the mountains, and given to a 
young girl living some three miles from our home. 

With a band of red flannel around its neck, and with a 
small tea bell suspended therefrom, the little creature 
roams at will, wild and untethered, save by her love for 
the society of those who have learned to love and pet 
her upon every occasion, and which brings her, at long in- 
tervals, to our door. 

Yesterday morning as I stepped to the door the tinkle 
of a bell came to my ears, and looking out toward the 
barn, among the staring and astonished cows, I saw 
Kate Atkinson’s deer. 

What a beautiful creature she had grown to be! Fat, 

lump and sound; in the very perfection of her lovely 
bie coat, and with her slender legs colored the exact 
shade of buff to harmonize perfectly—the traditional “buff 
and blue” of the revolutionary fathers—she tripped along 
down to the gate, the very embodiment of graceful move- 
ment. 

(By the way, isn’t it strange that as election time of 
the year approaches, and the trees are robed in their 
glorious autumn dress, all the deer in the American woods 
proceed to don the old revolutionary colors, and to be- 
come, for the time, stanch old-line Whigs, to the last 
one?) 

Of course, we all went out to meet her, and after each 
one had fondled and petted her, and explained to her, as 
did Artemus Ward to his sweetheart, that we thought 
very muchly of her, she sprang up on the roof of the out- 
door cellar back of the cabin, and from there stepped up 
on the roof of the kitchen, along the whole length of 
which she meandered to the front, where she posed at 
lengli lovely little monarch of all she surveyed. 

5 of the boys then slipped up behind her and gaye 
her a sudden scare, when she jumped from the roof, 
alighting in the snow 7 or 8ft. below, and trotting off out 
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of danger, waited until the coast was again clear, when 
she repeated the whole interesting performance, minus 
the final “leap for life.” . : 

All this was very interesting, to be sure; yet, when the 
sr of that wretched bell sounded at intervals ali 
through the following night, and the patter of tipy hoofs, 
promenading the kitchen roof, beat a tattoo which defied 
all the seductions of Morpheus, it grew monotonous. 

A halt was called promptly in the morning. 

Positive orders issued from the maternal head ‘of the 
household that all petting of the little creature must stop 
forthwith! “What would Kate say, should she hear 
of it?” But the graceful little embodiment of beauty, 
how could she be resisted? All hands proceeded to dis- 
obey orders with the utmost promptitude. 

The boys indeed went to the mischievous length of ty- 
ing a big paper to her little black-tufted tail; and all 
joined in their hearty laugh to see her bounding off 
through the snow, glancing backward occasionally at the 
strange flag of truce so unwillingly borne; yet she again 
proceeded to act like the veritable little Christian she al- 
most seemed to be, loving her enemies, and walking slow- 
ly back to be again petted and loved—as dear old Uncle 
Remus remarks: “What us gwine to do?” Be indifferent 
to all her little prettiness? ay, verily! and we take her 
in our arms again. 

How her sweet timidity and gentleness recall the lines 
which charmed my long-ago boyhood, and which were 
addressed to a pair of swallows that flew into church 
during divine service: 


Gay, guiltless pair! 

What seek ye from the fields of heaven? 
Ye have no need of prayer; 

Ye have no sins to be forgiven. 


Why perch ye here” 

Where mortals to their Maker bend? 
Can your pure spirits fear 

The God ye never could offend? 


Well, aside from the poetry of it, we have gotten a 
visitor, and “don’t you forget it.” 

Not a bit of use in trying to drive her away; she eludes 
the whole pursuing family with the grace of a swallow 
in its flight; enjoying a romp hugely, and bounding over 
the fences with an ease that betokens wreck to the cab- 
bage plants of a coming summer, and the consequent ruin 
of our tempers. 

She is camped right down in the snow in front of the 
house, forgiving everybody, loving everybody, and keep- 
ing everybody awake to the extent of her tinkling, sharp- 
hoofed ability. 

And don’t the “chained to business” city dwellers envy 
us our pleasure with the little creature? I believe they 
do. Ort BELKNAP. 

Vatiey, Washington. 





Rabies in Skunks. 


Denver, Colo., Dec. 3.—Editor Forest and Stream: 
The case of a child’s death in this city, resulting, the 
physicians say, from rabies, has attracted much attention. 
The Republican quotes one of the specialists, who was 
called in for consultation, as saying: 

“Tt is as far as I know or can find out the first recorded 
death from hydrophobia in Colorado. One man died at 
the county hospital about six weeks ago who showed 
many of the symptoms of rabies, but as far as I saw, not 
all of them. Some of the most important were lacking. 
His case I cannot state to have been rabies, but I have no 
—_ in the presént case, which is consequently remark- 
able. 

It is yet claimed by many, and by some who claim to 
be high medical authority, that there is no such malady 
as “rabies,” or “hydrophobia.” You will observe that 
the learned author of the Republican article asserts that 
a certain recent case was the first ever known in Colorado. 
He doubtless echoes the assertions and opinions of sundry 
medical gentlemen with whom he has conferred. It is 
very far from the truth. Rabies in skunks has been 
known in this country ever since white men came into it. 
It has also been noted in wolves occasionally, though 
noticed less frequently, owing, doubtless, to the differing 
habit of the animals. Fremont lost one of his men from 
skunk -bite during his first trip to the Rocky Mountains 
in 1842, and described the case as hydrophobia. Only a 
few years ago a Mexican woman died from the same 
cause in the Arkansas Valley, forty or fifty miles below 
Pueblo, this State. She was sleeping in the open air and 
was bitten in the face by a skunk. 

Forest AND STREAM published an exhaustive correspon- 
dence upon this subject twenty odd years ago. 

, Wo. N. Byers. 


Raccoon Breeding in Confinement. 


For the benefit of an inquirer, Mr. Arthur Erwin 
Brown, superintendent of the Philadelphia Zoo, sends us 
this note: 

“The common raccoon (Trocyon lotor) does breed in 
captivity, but. not frequently.. It has bred but twice in 
our gardens since 1876, although we have had at least 
T50 individuals during that time. The dates of breeding 
were March 23 and July 8, In the Zoological Gardens oi 
London the species has bred four times since 1861, the 
dates being April 9, June 3 and 11, and Oct. 6. Asa rule, 
when wild animals breed at all.in captivity, they are 
more irregular as to season than under nature. 

“The largest number in a litter among the above births 
was three; several times there being only one. This again 
is a common result of captivity, there being almost al- 
ways fewer at a birth than when free. 

“I do not know if the crab-eating raccoon (Procyon 
cancrivorus) of South America will or not; few of 
them have kept. The nearly related coati (Nasua) 
of Central and South America very occasionally breed in 
collections; and the bears, not far distant in relationship, 
very seldom breed. I know of very few cases.” 

. “ArtHur. Erwin Brown.” 





| Game Bag and Gun. 


Proprietors of fishing and hunting resorts will find it profitable 
to advertise them in Forzst anp Stream. 





There is no more lastingly appreciated holiday 
gift than a good book. For one who is interested 
in outdoor sports the volume may well be one of 
those included in the “Forest and Stream’s” list. 
And do not forget to order in good season. 


In Tennessee Quail Fields. 


Jameson, Tenn., Nov. 27.—Editor Forest and Stream: 
A few days ago my hired man told me he had seen two 
fine coveys of partridges in my upper field; so the morn- 
ing after he made this announcement I took my dog and 
gun and went with him when he started to his work. 
We tramped across a plowed field to the weeds where 
the birds were said to be. At the proper time I sent the 
dog on. He hunted the field in fine style, but no birds 
were found until we reached the fence on the opposite 
side. The dog did not find them then, but I walked 
right into the covey and fiushed it. They dipped over 
the fence so suddenly I had only time to bang one 
barrel, and with this brought down one bird. Beyond 
the fence was a skirt of woods. We climbed the fence 
and followed into this woods. The dog was with us 
now, and soon came t6 a point. Five or six birds got 
up; but the bushes were thick here, and only one came 
to the open, and that one some distance away. This 
time I picked a few feathers, and the bird went on. 
We expected every moment now to see the dog point 
other birds, but instead he commenced to trail. We 
thought the birds were running, and so they were, but 
not the ones we had found. The trail led in a half- 
circle back to the field, just inside which the dog came 
to a stand. I climbed the fence and flushed the birds. 
The weeds seemed to be full of them, and as they dashed 
into the thicket I stopped two more. We followed on 
again, and the dog soon commenced to point, pointing 
four single birds, one after the other, in rapid succes- 
sion, all of which I killed. I now had seven fine plump 
fellows in my pockets. Scattering birds were every- 
where, but I told my man I didn’t care to murder them 
all at once, so turned from a tempting bit of shooting 
and went back to the house. , 

Two days later I tried this same field again, just 
before noon, but found no birds. I decided they were 
roosting in my weeds and feeding somewhere else; so 
that afternoon, just before sundown, I rode into the field 
again. The dog ran on ahead and disappeared over a 
rise. When I reached the top of the rise I saw him 
standing on a beautiful point 50 or 6oyds. away. One 
front foot was raised as though he had stiffened just 
as he went to make his leap. A few yards beyond the 
dog was a dense thicket of maple bushes. The frost 
had turned the leaves a bright golden color. They 
formed a solid wall of yellow. The dog stood out boldly 
on this yellow canvas, forming a picture that was at once 
to me a source of pure delight. The rays of the setting 
sun ialling over all added to the beauty of the scene. 
I stood a few moments to admire, then stepped forward 
and fluslied the birds. About half of them went straight 
for the thicket and the others turned across the field.: I 
dropped one in the edge of the bushes, then turned and 
stopped another in the weeds. I saw still another light, 
took the dog over, pointed promptly, flushed the bird 
and killed it twenty steps away. 

This fine November weather we have had a number 
of pleasant experiences of this kind, and I must tell -you 
of one other. My friend Cliff down by the store keeps 
a couple of good dogs, and hupts. He told me he had 
heard of lots of birds about two miles down the country, 
so we decided to spend our afternoon among them. 
I was at the meeting place promptly at 12:30 o’clock. 
Cliff came in a half-hour later on a full gallop, with 
dogs and gun. He was somewhat heated and rattled. 
Said he had to start a plow before he could get off! We 
set off at once for the farm on which we meant to hunt. 
Cliff went by the house to ask permission to hunt in the 
fields, which was readily given, and we rode into a 
stubble field of sixty acres. 

Cliff planned that I should go along by the fence, 
while he rode out parallel with ‘the fence, but about 
1ooyds. from it. In this way we were to make throughs 
back and forth across the field until the birds were 
found. I had gone but a little way when’ my dog 
pointed in toward the fence. I called to Cliff. His dogs 
seemed to understand I had found, as they came run- 
ning down, and backed promptly. About the time Cliff 
came up the dogs began to waver on point, ran up 
the fence a little way, and pointed again. We knew the 
birds were running; so I climbed over into the next 
field. That had been plowed up and sowed to wheat, and 
there was nothing to hide the birds. They had come out 
on to this open ground and were huddled close together, 
though slightly on the move. Had I been disposed to 
make a pot shot I might have killed half or two-thirds 
of them, but we did not propose to hunt in that way. I 
took a few steps toward them, when they dashed across 
the fence. I got two of them as they went over, and 
Cliff another on the other side. We followed them 
up. The dogs soon came to point..’ Three birds got 
up. I killed the first, Cliff the second; and the third 
went on. ' 

We thought now we could just kill anything that 
might fly up, so decided to kill straight through. Next 
four birds got up. I missed and Clifford followed suit. 
So much fr being over-confident. Next four or five 
birds got up. The first came over my head, too close 
to shoot. I thought to turn and kill him as he went 
off, but the-‘weeds were in my face, so the bird went 
on without being shot at. Cliff banged at another, going 
in the other direction, watched it fly 200¥ds., double up 
and fall in a We went over and found that 





-one, then went back to look for the one that flew over 


my head. It went back to the - of the field 
we had varted, We did aoe tnd Wak een, 00. 
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got over in the road to look. We noticed one dog did 
not come over with us; went back to look, and found 
him on a stanch point. Cliff kicked up the bird, and 
killed it just ahead. After'that we found a few scattering 
birds, and killed straight. At home we counted out 
an even dozen nice ones. We did not find as many 
as we expected, but the sport had been good and we 
were satisfied. acesncobe. 


Mr. Owens’ Experience. 


ReMSEN, N. Y., Nov. 28.—Dear Mr. Editel Forest and 
Stream: I been readin on your columns bout some five 
year or less, an I wass like special those paper on Fred 
Mather bout what he call “Men I have‘make fish with” 
and some nuther down in “Low down Louisiana.” I[ 
think Mr. Mather wass make fish with good many fel- 
low and hunt too. Some of him prettee good fellow 
whatever. I hope he was keep able for ink dippin and 
writin Jus so long he can take pen in hand. 

I been live in town Remsen, quite some mile by Utica, 
N. Y. Remsen wass some kind of Yankee town now, 
but bout 50 yea? ago wass all settle by some of our 
father and mother what you call Welshman, but that bin 
long while now, an everybody wass talk English talk Jus 
-so good like somebody I tell you. 

I bin thinkin long time now some day I wass write 
letter by you an tell bout some kind of hunt I wass have 
las year with Evan Evans by what here fellow was call 
“Jersey man preserves.” They wass some three, four 
man from ees all round by Boardwell Pond, print 
up some little board and call him “preserve.” I don’t 
know what he call him that for, but wass firs rate place 
for shoot a woodcocks, I tell you. There wass’nt no 
fellow hunt there but Jerseyman, an when I goin there 
for hunt, some Yankee fellow name Bill Smith he tell me 
if I “go there for preserve I get in a pickle.” I say 
“What you all while talkin bout.‘pickle’ and ‘preserve.’ 
I wass’nt go for steal grocery store. I wass hunt a 
woodcocks.” He say somethin bout Welsh, what make 
me pretty mads, so I walk way. It iss pretty good thing. 
for do when you mads—walk way—you wass’nt get hurt 
so bad like you bin fightin. I always do that since I 
readin- some poem bout him in “Bard Avon” what you 
_wass call Shakespeare bout fellow what “Live for fight 
some Nuther day.” : 

Now Evan Evans he -wass’nt shoot a wood cocks afore, 
an so wass I jus same Jackly. We allus been workin cut 
a corns, plowin, pick apple and fertile makin, bout a wood 
cocks ‘season; but this time we make a time for takes off 
day an go shoot him. Evan Evans he say we wass better 
for make practice on roll pumpkin down hill, but I say 
wass no use for spen money on smash pumpkin—better 
save him for a wood cocks. We able for shoot him all 
right cause she pretty big bird—look you. Mos so big 
like patridges, and we wass both able for hit patridge 
when he sit in a limb on tree; an some fellow wass tell 
me a woodcocks easier for. hit on fly than patridge on a 
sittin, cos he wass got so long bill he get herself cross up 
in a bushes. 

Well me an Evan we startin out an get in alders, and 
walk long, an did’nt see somethin till all of sudden Jump 
up some kind of queer bird an give sort of spit whistle an 
fly quick two or three’ way like a screw corks. All same 
he get couple drink out by my cider hard barrel. 

I say “What than Evan?” He say “I wass’nt never see 
nes fore. Guess he wass what they call it in book ‘sy- 
poke. 

We go long an keep scare him up all time, but wass’nt 
see nuthin so big what we think a wood cocks. Sy-poke 
keep fly up, an pretty quick we say we shoot some of him, 
but when we come try we find hard for get aim, an if you 
shootin fore get aim you sure fog waste powder, which 
wass all same throw money by dogs, an that aint never 
do tall. You aint ever get rich if you do him. Then we 
come to crick, an I look up him an see a woodcocks stan 
on log fishin. I know him a woodcocks for have long 
leg and bill an short feather tail. 

take pretty long aim then shoot Jus so quick I can, 
an I hit him good I tell you. He wass fine bird with 
yellow green leg. I jus show him by Evan when I hear 
fellow come up an he say-real mad “What in name of 
sight dam you do shoot on a preserves?” 

I say “Nuthin only shoot a woodcocks. I wass’nt 
touch any preserves. Wass’nt see any for touch.” 

He say “You got a woodcocks?” 

I say “One” an then I show him. I think he bin mads 
then, but he laf an laf, an say he wassnt never seen any 
fellow like Welsh, til he pretty near roll on a grounds. 
Then I get a little mads an I say, “What for you make 
fool by yourself an callin me Welsh?” 

Then he sayin “Any body sides Welsh wass know sy- 
poke from a woodcocks.” 

An I say in “So wass I. I see lot of sy-pokes fly u 
an twist off like screw-cork an spit whistle, but ¥ wass’n 
able for get aim on him.” E , 

Then he laffin some more an say that little birds was a 
wood cocks, and we better go back by house out of pre- 
serves else he cost us money an he wass’nt want for do 
that cos we pretty Jock fellow both two of it. Well we 





think so jus same Jackey, and we gettin out in open an 
— we get over fence up go nuther screw-corker bird. 

to shoot off gun any way else woman don’t let me 
bring him in house so I try him. I take long aim—shut 
on ie eye an let fly it. Evan give big shout “You get 
him.” An he run pick him.° : 

Well now he wass pretty—all brown different shade an 
color an eye on so high top head he look Jus so her bill 
put on ind side first. Well we go home an woman 
make little pie by him an he was firs rate I tell you an 
some time I was sure for take some nuther off day, and 
see if I pay preserves fellow a quartel dollar for get on 
Tight side. of it an shoot nuther wooticocks. Man mus 
have little fun even if she do cost money. 

If you likin this letter I write bout him when I go next 
for hunt an if ig never come by Remsen we have glass 
buttermilk an rate time talk about cow an butter an 
make fish an hunt. : 

P. S. I bin read in book bout sy-poke an I see him 
call there “green heron” an I wass think him a_wood- 
cata en nanan a weet ier heron-a8. 8: same gree. 


ae ene eal Bonk Owens. * 
_ (Transmitted by J. R. B.) : 


FOREST AND STREAM. 


A Piedmont Game Preserve. 


SEVERAL Fayetteville gentlemen, including Major Chas, 
Haigh, W. N. Williams and G. A. Burns, have taken up 
some 30,000 to 40,000 acres of land in the vicinity of Spout 
Springs, in this (Cumberland) county, with a view te 
make it a great game preserve. The territory is watered 
by upper Little River and several other good-sized, clear 
water streams, and is the natural home of the red deer, 
which are almost as numerous now as they were 100 years 
ago. Three carcasses were brought into town three days 
ago, one doe weighing 160lbs., which is very heavy veni- 
son for this section. .Turkeys are here too, and game 
of other kinds, especially quail is abundant. The syndi- 
cate includes several Northern gentlemen, and it is pro- 
posed to make here as fine a game preserve as there is in 
the South. 

Shooting in the purlieus of Fayetteville is nothing to 
brag of. Local and visiting sportsmen occasionally bring 
in a brace or two of partridges, but the principal part 
of each bag is made up of larks, doves and robins, which 
are not game, to my notion. 

Some ruddy ducks, coots, and sawbills are picked up 
on the Water Works Pond, a mile from town. This body 
of water is clear as crystal, and contains some black bass, 
ring perch and pickerel (called jack here) of large size. 
One of the latter was brought in last Saturday which 
measured 22in. As a rule, this species of fish is not of 
the best quality in Southern streams, which are for the 
most part muddy; but this county of Cumberland is re- 
markable for its clear water ponds and streams, which 
are not surpassed in parity and sparkle by any in Minnc- 
sota or New England. The Lakewood Club owns a lake 
a mile long and a fine house seven miles out from town, 
and Mr. Herbert Lutterloh, a capitalist, has a fine private 
black bass pond, which contains some fine fish, to which 
additions will be made this winter for stocking purposes. 
Several miil owners have ponds which afford unusually 
fine fishing, and the center of the city itself is crossed 
by Blounts Creek and Cross Creek, both of which afford 
exceptionally fine angling. Fox hunting with horses and 
hounds is a favorite pastime on moonlight nights. 

I find very little game in the immediate vicinity of 
Fayetteville, but deer, quail and turkeys are reported in 
abundance everywhere else outside of a radius of twenty 
miles. That is hard on my dog, which is kept on chain by 
durance! Your Aleck Hunter, who is now at Pittsboro, 
near by, writes me that the shooting is “splendid.” . Here 
in town the local gunners do not hesitate to bag coots, 
mud hens, fish ducks, robins, larks, doves, field sparrows 
and yellow hammers. Even the mockingbirds do not 
escape. A 2-cent cartridge will blow the life and song out 
of a $25 mockingbird in a jiffy. Up to date there were 
several on our premises, but I reckon they have all been 
shot off by this time. Local sportsmen have marked me 
low down as a sportsman because I will not bag such 
small game, and bring home more pitcher plants and venus 
fly traps than larks, but the fact is I have seen only seven 
quail in four outings, shooting in company over a good 
dog, of which two were bagged. 

Ges yellow hammer, which fell to an all too certain 
aim, had been shot before in the leg, and the enlargement 
around the- fracture had so completed its curative pur- 
pose that it sloughed off in a lump and hung only by a 
thread, leaving the tibia apparently as sound and shapely 
as ever. I have known of injured trees casting their 
burls, but this is the first case I have noticed among 
fauna. It is interesting. 

A crack rifle shot has developed here, the son of ex- 
Governor Fowle, of this State, who was a corporal in the 

recently disbanded Second North Carolina Volunteer 
Regiment. He shoots hickory nuts off the trees, and bores 
coins with a .22 bullet, with as much facility as Dr. Carver 
ever did. C. HALLock. 


The Jackson’s Hole Situation. 


Jackson, Wyo., Dec. 3.—Editor Forest and Stream: 
Some three weeks since the residents of lower Jack- 
son Valley, interested in game protection, contributed to 
a private fund and placed an additional game warden at 
Teton Pass, to assist Game Warden Lannigan. The first 
arrest was of George Moulten, of Idaho, who had in his 
possession, as I write now, eight head of elk, four cows 
and four bulls, killed in absolute violation of law. Jus- 
tice La Plant fined him $30 and $5 costs, and Game War- 
den Lannigan took charge of his game. Two days after 
this, L. Davidson, a resident of Idaho, was arrested, hav- 
ing in his possession eight head of elk, four cows and 
four bulls; and he admitted that he had killed and trans- 
ported two bulls some two weeks earlier. On the 3oth 
ult, B. F. Parker and Casper Allen. were arrested, both 
non-residents, havirig in their possession five head of cow 
elk. The following day John Davidson and Ben. F. 
Davidson were arrested, having in possession four head 
of elk; also Thos. Wilson, a justice of the peace, of Teton 
Precinct, was restrained from proceeding out of the State 
until his case was investigated; and on the same day T. 

- W. Cox, a resident of Idaho, was arrested, having in his 
possession four head of elk. During this time over 100 
head of elk had been transported to the Teton Basin side 
of Wyoming by alleged and real residents, who lived there, 
all of this game having been killed in the Teton timber 
reserve, at and near Jackson’s Lake, Wyo., with a full 
knowledge of all the residents therein that the greater 
part was killed unlawfully. 

To show how wantonly and indiscriminately the game 
was slaughtered it suffices to say that on Saturday and 
Sunday, the 26th and 27th uitimo, Bradley M. Eley, the 
mail carrier to Elk, Wyo., informed me that 2,000 shots 
were counted during these days, and this statement was 
corroborated by others with whom I talked. 

The arrests heretofore made of some of these individu- 
als was by the privately pase deputies at the Teton Pass, 
forty miles from where the game was killed; and the sub- 
sequent prosecutions were to all intents and purposes 
farces, so far as any penalty was concerned, and evi- 


dences that notwithstanding the fact that: the great ma- ° 


jority of the people fayor strict prosecution, such did not 


occur. 
As the retained attorney of the Jackson Hole Gun Club, 
I appeared in’ all cases, and filed and swore to all com- 


plaints, except those made by the wardens employed. 


That the case of L. Davidson was settied by him pay- 
itig $1 and nominal costs, the same as the case of Cox. 
Bet. F. Davidson was fined $5 and costs, and all the rest 
were ttirhed loose. “True, in some cases the meat was 
confiscited, and in Parker’s and Allen’s cases it was not 
wholly confiscated, they being allowed to take out two 
and a half head. It can readily be seen that these cases 
worked no good to the game. We are gratified, however, 
that the instituting of these proceedings probably saved 
from slaughter. 500 to 1,000 head of elk, as it was intended 
by Idaho people to come to Wyoming and take out a 
license, and hunt, kill and pursue to their heart’s content. 
Davidson, Parker and Cox each had a license issued by 
Jackson Valley courts, and it is held by the court. that 
there is no penalty attached to the section of the statute 
forbidding transportation of killed game out of the State, 
when such game was killed under and by virtue of a 
$20 license. In my opinion more game has been illegally 
killed in the Jackson Valley country, principally within 
the Teton timber reserve, this year, than in any three 
consecutice years in the past. If the next Legislature re- 
fuses to pass laws and appoint a proper commission to pro- 
tect the game, and to take the game question entirely out 
of the jurisdiction of county authorities, and out of 
politics, then the greatest game country in the United 
States, and that country that receives the surplus of the 
National Park game, will be absolutely depleted. It is 
a self-evident fact that game protection in the Jackson 
Park country is of no material benefit, judged from pro- 
ceedings of the last two weeks. The.privately-paid game 
wardens admit their inability to do anything with the vio- 
lators in view of the light fines and costs imposed. Of- 
fenders plead guilty and throw themselves upon the mercy 
of the court. That the greater portion of the people are 
dissatisfied goes without saying. 
W. L. Simpson. 





Erie County Association. 


A SPECIAL directors’ meeting of the Erie County Fish 
and Game Association was held in Buffalo, Dec. 3, to de- 
vise some plan for the enforcement of the fish and game 
laws that would be more effective than the simple seizing 
of nets and reporting of the offenders. The meeting was 
held in the office of Percy S. Lansdowne, secretary of the 
Association, and those present were President L. P. 
Beyer, Vice-President George B. Webster, Treasurer 
Goodrich J. Bowne, Secretary Lansdowne, George Goetz, 
Jr., Thomas Cary Welch, attorney; Special Protector 
Eben P. Dorr, of the New York State Fish, Game and 
Forest League, and Protector Carter. 

From the remarks made by Attorney Welch, it was 
evident that’ he is personally an enthusiastic believer in 
the enforcement of the. fish and game laws and that he 
will co-operate with the Erie County Association to secure 
such anend. The directors, at the conclusion of the meet- 
ing, made him a member, and then elected him a director. 

He had been called to the meeting to give his views on 
the subject of prosecuting restaurateur, hotel-keepers and 
ethers in this city, who have been selling or who have 
had in their possession venison since Nov. 20. Mr. Welch 
reported that he has good cases against a number of locat 
dealers, who have not yet been arrested. He said that 
what, the fish and game protectors need most to secure 
a reasonable obedience to the law is the backing of ‘the 
community. ‘They need the supporting sentiment of the 
people generally, so that, when these officers take cases of 
violations of law into the courts, the justices will know 
that convictions will be for the general good; that the en- 
forcement of the game laws is not for the benefit of the 
rich sportsman alone, but for the benefit of the poor 
sportsman as well; and that the general public desires 
the prosecution of violators in the interest of the preseva- 
tion of the fish and game in this vicinity.” 

“Yes,” said President Beyer, “there seems to be a 
general impression that we who cry ‘Enforce the law!’ 
are talking for the benefit of a favored few. That is a 
grievous error. The protection of fish and game in this 
vicinity is more particularly for the benefit of the poor 
sportsman, because he has not the means to have a fish 
and game preserve of his own, as the rich man has, nor 
to travel to the Adirondacks or more distant points in 
search of game, as the rich man does. If the general 
public only could see the matter in this light, I’m sure this 
Association and other like associations and the fish and 
game protectors, instead of being looked upon as med- 
dlers, would have the hearty support of the cominunity, 
and the courts would not think the enforcement of the 
law was a persecution of the poor. More convictions 
would create more respect for the law and more respect 
for the law would yield more fish and game for Buffa- 
lonians. There would be better fishing and duck hunting 
on Niagara River, which is the favorite resort for Buffalo 
sportsmen of moderate means.” 

Vice-President Webster, Secretary Lansdowne and 
Protector Carter spoke along the same lines. Carter said 
emphatically he hoped that he and other protectors could 
gain the public’s support. “I’ve done everything in my 
power to stop net fishing on the river,” he said. “I have 
seized hundreds of seines and fyke nets and squat nets 
and every other kind of nets. I have stoned nearly every 
hauling grounds from the head of Squaw Island to the 
foot of Grand Island. And, by the way, I think the 
scheme of piling boatloads of stones into the river where 
seines are usually hauled prevents more seine hauling 
than any number of protectors could, because the illegal 
fishermen don’t care to risk theit nets being torn. And 
yet, in spite of all the work I and my assistants have done, 
the use of nets continues.. I have been told, and I be- 
lieve, that if more violators of the law were prosecuted 
and punished, there would be fewer violations of the law. 
I want to say that out of about 300 cases that I have taken 
into court from time to time, I have never secured but 
one conviction, and yet in every case I caught the viola- 
tors right in the act. The one man who was convicted 
was Kleiber, of Tonawanda, who was fined $5 by Justice 
Graf last summer.” 

President Beyer referred to a fact of interest to the 
men who fish in Niagara River, which heretofore has not 
been published. Last sprjng the Erie County Fish and 
Game Association, which, with its membership of 500, 
has a haewis influence, applied to the State com- 
missioners for some jonge and pike spawn. The 
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State officials soon shipped to President Beyer 180,000 until Sept. 15, 1901, and but one moose has been killed in A ; 
ienseatinaal spawn snd ona wall-eyed pike spawn. the State since the passage of that law, so far as we have CHICAGO AND THE WEST 


The wall-eyed pike is a cross -between the yellow and 
blue pike, and though less gamy than the muscallonge, is 
a splendid fish to catch or eat. The spawn came in cans 
like milk cans, and Mr. Beyer personally, with Pro- 
tector Carter, took the cans out into the river in Mr. 
Beyer’s yacht and deposited the muscallonge spawn on 
the spawning beds at the foot of Strawberry Island, and 
the pike spawn on the beds at the head of Grand Island. 
It is believed the two little muscallonge caught in the net 
‘seized by Carter on Friday night were of the spawn placed 
last spring. - 

“It is a downright shame and outrage to have these 
little creatures caught now,” said Mr. Beyer. “They are 
not big enough to be of any good to any one, while if 
they were left in the river for a few years tonger fisher- 
men would have fine sport catching fish weighing any- 
where from 10 to 3olbs.” 

As the result of the discussion the following resolution, 
offered by Mr. Webster, was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this Association gives its moral support 
to the Erie county fish and game protectors in their ef- 
forts to uphold the fish and game laws, and give them all 
the aid in its power to obtain evidence in the proper cases 
and to secure convictions of all violators of such laws; 
and that we condemn the sale of prohibited game by any 
persons, restaurant or hotel, whatsoever, out of season, 
and that we hereby offer to any person trying to secure a 
conviction for such a sale our hearty and earnest sup- 
port. 

Messrs. Webster, Welch and Lansdowne were appointed 
a special committee to examine the game laws to see if 
any amendments to provisions in the fish and game laws 
applying to this county are advisable, and if so, to take 
steps to secure such amendments. 


New Hampshire Game and Fish. 


Hupson Center, N. H., Dec. 9.—Editor Forest and 
Stream: Our commission has recently completed the 
taking of spawn for the season. At Sunapee Lake we 
had a good catch of aureolus, or Sunapee saibling, from 
which we took 120,000 eggs. We have not had as good 
success with landlocked salmon as usual, only taking at 
all our stations 150,000 eggs. Of lake trout we have in 
the several hatcheries some 2,000,000 of eggs. We have 
also 1,500,000 brook trout eggs; 50,000 Loch Leven 
spawn, and in addition to these we have purchased 1,000,- 
000 brook trout eggs of parties in Massachusetts. 

Our bird season is practically over. The woodcock 
season has been just an average one. Partridge (ruffed 
grouse) have been quite plenty in the central part of the 
State. Manchester parties have had splendid success. 
We hear of one party, two guns, killing fifteen grouse in 
one day. Another party, two guns, got seventeen grouse 
in one day. Mr. Battles, of Concord, has had splendid 
success, and tells me the grouse are plenty in his sec- 
tion. But at the present time New Hampshire is cov- 
ered with from 1 to 2ft. of snow, and as our open season 
does not close until Jan. 1, the pot-hunter will do all 
in his power to annihilate the noblest game bird on earth. 
They take any team that will stand fire, drive around be- 
tween sunset and dark, when the grouse are budding, and 
kill every one possible that comes in their range. There 
will be a strong effort made at the coming session of the 
Legislature to shorten up the open season for a part, if 
not the whole, of December on ruffed grouse. At our 
last session of the Legislature the law was repealed that 
forbid the use of ferrets. This was done to protect our 
Northern hare, for it is an established fact that when- 
ever the small, gray rabbit gets a footing the Northern 
hare disappears. In the town of Sunapee, where only a 
few years ago the cony could not be found, seventeen 
were killed in one day this winter, by the use of ferrets. 
Deer hunters are having good luck. Our open season 
closes Dec. 15. N. WENTWoRTH. 





[From the report of the Fish and Game Commissioners for the year ending 
Dec. 1, 1898.) 

THE two years last past have been years of prosperity 
so far as relates to the propagation and distribution of 
the various kinds of food fish, and the increase of game in 
the State, especially of deer and other large game. No 
pains have been spared by the commission to detect and 
punish parties violating the fish and game laws of the. 
State, and when we consider the very limited amount set 
aside by the State as an annual detective fund (only 
$250), we are well satisfied with the number of success- 
ful prosecutions that have been obtained. We have been 
particularly successful in preventing the crust hunting of 


deer in the north part of the State, and the frequent pres-- 


ence of that beautiful game animal in the southerly por- 
tions of the State is the best evidence of our success in 
that direction. We have been exceedingly annoyed and 
troubled by reason of the complaints from all sections of 
the State that dogs are seen chasing deer, and we have 
no doubt that many deer are destroyed yearly by worth- 
less dogs that are allowed by their owners to ruh at large 
in all seasons. In fact, we have evidence of many cases 
of that character. If possible, stringent measures should 
be adopted to abate this nuisance. Since the passage of 
the law prohibiting the hunting of deer with dogs, the 
deer dog of the north part of the State has disappeared 
entirely, but some fox hounds are still kept by those who 
indulge in the hunting of foxes with dogs, and unless the 
strictest care is observed on the part of the owners fox 
hounds will soon acquire the habit of chasing deer, un- 
accompanied by their owners, and commit great havoc, 
especially with the does and their young in the spring 
and summer. Any man who is sufficiently heedless to 
allow. his dog to roam at will at all times and seasons 
ought not to complain if his dog is shot by any one who 
detects him chasing deer, and we believe that a law per- 
mitting any person to shoot a dog under such conditions 
would be wholesome and add materially to the increase 
of deer in our State. We however, complain very 
much with the results of our efforts in the direction of 
the protection of deer, inasmuch as it is the testimony 
of all sportsmen who have given the subject any con- 
siderable attention that there are ten deer in the- State 
to-day. where there was five years ago. 

At the last session of the Legislature a law was passed 
prohibiting the killing of moose or caribou in this State 
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through with his operations. There were, sd far as we 
have mn able to ascertain, thirteen moose wintered in 
the forests of northern Coés last winter. Since the spring 
opened they have been seen quite frequently in various 
localities around the Connecticut lakes, and in the valleys 
of the Diamond streams, accompanied by their young, 
which is good evidence that in time we may have in our 
largest forests sufficient of that noble game to attract the 
sportsman from abroad. A goodly sum of money was 
left in the north part of our State last year by sportsmen 
from our sister States, who came here to hunt deer. And 
there is a promise that the amount so spent this year will 
far exceed last year’s outlay. 

Regarding feathered game, there is but little to be said. 
Last year was a very disastrous one to the ruffed grouse. 
The spring was so wet and cold that the chicks were 
nearly all killed, particularly in the central and north part 
of the State. This season has been a favorable one for 
that bird, and they are reported as quite plenty pretty 
much all over the State. No pains have been spared dur- 
ing the last two years to hunt down and punish every 
poacher, pot-hunter, and snarer and trapper of that fine 
game bird, and successful prosecutions of those cases 
have been numerous, especially in the south part of the 
State. There is no method by which the commission can 
increase the supply of our nagive game birds except by 
the exercise of constant vigilance in the detection and 
punishment of the lawless so-called sportsman; and no 
effort of the commission is being spared in that direction. 

The commission find it much easier from year to year 
to enforce the fish and game laws of the State, and the 
reasons are (to us at least) obvious. First, the people 
at large, as they see the fish increasing from year to year 
in our lakes, ponds and streams, and the game in our 
forests, are becoming interested in their preservation, and 
render us great aid in our labors to enforce the law. But 
our greatest aids are the numerous fish and game leagues 
which have been organized in every section of the State, 
and whose membership is composed of the most enthu- 
siastic and successful sportsmen, every one of whom is a 
self-constituted and in many instances a most successful 
detective. We most heartily wish them godspeed in the 
worthy cause in which they have embarked. 

Our success in the propagation and distribution of fish 
in the last two years has been very gratifying, and our 
efforts in that line are being fully appreciated by the many 
who love to spend a day now and then with the rod on 
our lakes and ponds, or in our streams. We receive 
every year substantial aid from the various railroads in 
the State, who transport all our fry and the men putting 
out the same free ‘of charge, and cheerfully render us 
all the assistance in their power in the prosecution of 
our work. Their liberality saves the State hundreds of 
dollars each year. 

Our code of fish and game laws, as it now stands, is 
very good. Some changes and additions are necessary, 
however. For instance, the limit on brook trout, now 
Sin., ought to be raised to 6 in streams, and 7 or 8 in lakes 
and ponds; and the minimum length of black bass ought 
to be 8in. The law should be so amended as to fix a 
penalty for fishing in close season, whether the person 
or persons so fishing are found with fish in their pos- 
session or not. Fifteen days should be cut off from the 
latter part of the open season for shooting ruffed grouse 
or partridges, as they commence budding by the middle 
of December ;-and shooting them out of the trees while 
budding is simply murder. The catching of white trout 
or aureolus and landlocked salmon should be prohibited 
during the same months as the taking of brook trout, ex- 
cept that landlocked salmon may be taken as soon as 
the ice leaves the waters inhabited by them. There should 
be an additional penalty for fishing waters used by the 
State for purposes of fishculture, and closed and posted 
by the commission, by inflicting the same penalty for 
each fish so taken as is exacted for fish caught from pub- 
lic waters in the close season. Sooner or later the pub- 
lic will demand the closing of all ponds and all waters 
except the large lakes of the State against fishing through 
the ice, and we call the attention of the Legislature to 
that subject. 

Early in the present administration of State affairs 
we were informed fhat the entire expense of this com- 
mission, including compensation_of commissioners, would 
not be allowed to exceed $7,000 yearly; and-although we 
have felt that this policy retarded the progress of our 
labors and crippled us in our efforts to some extent, yet 
we most cheerfully set to work on the basis of 7,000 and 
no more, and have succeeded in keeping below that sum. 

N. WENTWorTH, 

W. H. SuHurteerr, 

F. L.. Hueues, 
Fish and Game Commissioners. 


“Song of the Grouse.” 


I po not know of anything that I have ever seen to 
take me back fifty years in a lifetime as the “Song of the 
Grouse,” by J. R. B., in your issue of Dec. 3. He is not 
only a sportsman, but is also a poet. How well he de- 
scribes the tricks of the elusive bird, putting a tree be- 
“tween, and getting up after you have passed him, making 
your nerves tingle and quick to respond, but almost 
paralyzing you. All who go for the king of the woods will 
appreciate J. R. B.’s lines. Bh 2s 


Ba.timore, Md. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The address label on the wrapper shows the date of 
the close of the term for which the subscription is 
paid. The receipt of the paper with such dated ad- 
dress label constitutes the subscriber’s receipt for 
money sent to us. “* 

Subscribers are asked to note on the wrapper the 
promptly for renewal, that delays may be avoided. 

For prospectus and advertising rates see page iii. 


t Sag’ inaw. 

Something over a year ago a friend of Mr. W. B. Mer- 
shon, Saginaw, Mich., gave him a pair of Mongolian 
pheasants that he had brought from the West, and Mr. 
Mershon having no suitable place for them, gave them to 
a farmer friend, who also had a pair of these birds. One 
of the cocks got caught in the wire netting and was killed, 
and a little later the other cock escaped into the woods, so 
it was thought best to turn out the two hens also. The 
three birds were often seen in the thickets near Saginaw. 
This week a local paper briefly chronicles the fact that a 
certain shooter had been out just south of the city and 
succeeded in bagging a magnificent cock pheasant. The 
shooter is quoted as saying that he was going back the 
next day, and would try to shoot the hen, which he had 
seen with the cock. The paper printed this with no com- 
ment, and apparently as the record of a natural and com- 
mendable act on the part of the hunter. Mr. Mershon’s 
indignation over the matter may well be imagined. 
Lower Michigan should prove admirable country for the 
Mongolian pheasant, and it is too bad this experiment 
should come to so untimely an end. 

Warden Carpenter, of Saginaw, made a little visit to 
Bay county last week, and found a lot of illegal nets in 
the bay, within easy sight of the house of one of the two 
local wardens. He seized five trap nets with half-mile 
leads, and deserves thanks from a good many game fish 
who otherwise might have paid an unwilling visit to 
Chicago or New York this winter. 


Minnesota. 


There is a little calamity which may strike the State of 
Minnesota this winter, though let us hope that it will not. 
The wide-awake executive agent, Sam Fullerton, threat- 
ens to leave the office of State game warden at the end of 
his term, and not to offer his name again for re-election. 
In view of the intelligent and fearless work that Mr. 
Fullerton has done, I should consider this a calamity to 
the State which is easily first in the matter of game laws 
in this section, and second to none in their enforcement. 
Mr. Fullerton has seen a good deal of history made dur- 
ing his incumbency, and the Minnesota history has al- 
ways been one of progres‘. As to the number of diffi- 
culties he has overcome, and even personal conflicts in 
which he has taken part, most of that remains unwritten 
history. His fearlessness and activity are too well known 
to need comment. In common with a great many of Mr. 
Fullerton’s friends, I should feel a great satisfaction at 
learning that he would consent to serve for another term. 

There was a little scrape with the Indians of the Leech 
Lake reservation, up near Park Rapids, last week. 
Deputy Stephens, with six men, undertook to arrest four- 
teen Indians, who had been killing and selling deer off 
their reservation. The Indians were too strong for the 
officers, and broke away, returning to their reservation, 
whence they have issued a general defiance. It seems 
that these Indians have been instigated to their illegal acts 
by traders who tried to get them to break the law. It 
is not likely that the offending Indians will be followed 
2 their reservation, though there was some talk of it at 

rst. 

The Minnesota game law will, in all probability, have 
presented to it this winter a strongly backed amendment 
carrying a non-resident license clause. Sportsmen all 
over the State are awaking to the fact that the Minnesota 
deer are endangered by the flood of non-resident hunt- 
ers. It is stated that the Omaha road alone carried to 
the one point of Duluth over 200 non-resident deer hunt- 
ers. I do not get any figures as to the actual number of 
hunters in Minnesota, or the actual number of 
deer killed there this fall, as these details are much more 
easily obtainable under a license system than under a 
wide open law. It is said that a great many hunters pass 
by Wisconsin, which is a license State, and go to Minne- 
sota, which is wide open. This I believe to be more 
theory than actual fact, for the enforcement of the non- 
resident laws of the Wisconsin law is purely farcical. Yet 
with Wisconsin licensing deer on one side of them 
and with North Dakota on the other side requiring a 
non-resident license on chickens and ducks, it would sure- 
ly seem that the Minnesota sportsmen are at least by 
no means retaliatory in their disposition. Should they 
put a non-resident license clause upon their statutes there 
could be no charge against them of unfairness, for it 
would be hardly more than a rational self-defense. Min- 
nesota is a wonderful State for game and fish, but there 
never was a territory so full of game that it would not be 
shot out unless the hunting were made subject to intelli- 
gent restrictions. 

Indians are reported to be killing game in considerable 
numbers this week near Partridge, Minn., where the deep 
snow makes deer hunting very deadly. 


Some Bags. 

This week the big Skokie Marsh, between Winnetka 
and Glencoe, just north of Chicago, took fire and burned 
quite across. Although this big swamp is close to the 
city, there has always been a good deal of game hanging 
around it. The fire drove large numbers of rabbits out 
of the grass, and a great many shooters went out and 
killed big bags of these cottontails. 

At Perry, Okla., W. E. Hosea, a member of the dry 
goods firm of Tootle, Hosea & Co., St. Joseph, Mo., with 
his friend, Capt. A. E. Lard, of the same city, were ar- 
rested for shipping quail out of the Territory. They had 
killed forty dozen quail, a part of which they were trying 
to ship to St. Joseph. 
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outside» of the trade, but in reality .heir aggregate is 
one The worider is that-we have any game left at 
all. 

Here is another side-hunt, this time’ at Whitley, Ind., 
by members of the Maccabee’s Society. Thirty members’ 
took part, and as usual the winning side ate supper at the 
expense of the other. © 

he Petaluma Sportsmen’s Club, of California, lately 
held a three-days’ hunt, killing 821 bluejays and 51 hawks. 
These birds are destroyed on the supposition that the 
supply of quail will thus be increased. A trifle horrible, 
when you come to think of it, this adjusting the balance 
of nature. The club offers a series of prizes for jays and 


hawks. 
Possibilities. 


I hear of still another white deer killed this season, 
this one by a fisherman named Anderson on one of the 
Les Cheneaux islands of Michigan. Still another Michi- 
gan hunter is reported to have killed a white wildcat this 
all. I have heard of five albino deer which were killed 
this season in Wisconsin and Michigan. In view of the 
reckless shooting of certain hunters, a few. instances of 
which have been chronicled, it would seem quite possible 
that this great increase of albinism is due to fright, and 
I should not be surprised if we would hear of more and 
mor® of it from year to year. 

A dispatch from Wenona, IIl., states that two wild deer 
have been killed in Illinois during the past week. One 
was killed by W. Broadus, near Varna, and the other by 
a man from Henry, on the Illinois River. As the wild 
deer is supposed to have been extinct in Illinois for many 
years, this news may be called important if true. If it 
were true I should suppose it likely that the deer original- 
ly came from some such park as that of the Caton estate 
at Ottawa. 


Personal, 


Mr. W. B. Leffingwell and Mr. George Thorne, of 
Montgomery Ward & Co., of this city, have returned 
from their Texas hunt in the best of health and spirits. 
They were the guests of Mr. F. P. Holland, of the Texas 
Farm and Ranch, of Dallas. Others of the party were 
Col. Hall, Texas agent of the Singer Sewing Machine 
Co.; Mr. C. W. Marsh, of the Farm Implement News, of 
De Kalb, Ill., and Col. I: L. Elwood, the barbed wire 
magnate of De Kalb. Mr. Holland took his party to the 
Gulf coast, going in via Rockport. There they took a 
couple of cabin yachts and sailed east to Matagorda Isl- 
and, opposite Port La Vaca. They lived on the boats, and 
did most of their shooting inland on the island,. where 
they had magnificent sport, chiefly at fresh-water ponds 
formed by recent storms. They did not get much red- 
head or canvasback shooting, but had all the fun imagin- 
able at geese, marsh ducks, etc. Mr. Thorne told me that 
he could go out any morning and kill thirty or forty 
quail without a dog, putting up one bevy after another, 
and not following the singles. The party killed, during 
their week of shooting, 410 ducks, 141 geese, 20 curlew, 
109 quail, 2 white cranes, 2 deer and 1 wildcat, certainly 
a very fine bag. .Col. Hall and Mr. Leffingwell each killed 
a deer, and Col. Hall killed the wildcat. The Chicago 
men say that they never had so delightful a trip and never 
saw a better game country. They report that the wild 
celery in the Hines Bay country is about all killed out. 
They tell me that the club house 6f the Tarpon Club, at 
Aransas Pass, is now completed. Appearances go to in- 
dicate that Rockport is going to become fashionable, and 
: think we can see its finish asa game. country: before 
ong. ’ 

Mr. A. R. Jewett, of Chicago, and his friends, Messrs. 
M. S. Robinson and Charles Hathaway, of Cleveland, 
are the last parties to come in and inquire about Rock- 
port, Texas, and I have sent them down to Johnnie Blud- 
worth. They ought to have a good time. 

Mr. W. H. Bartlett, of Chicago, leaves this week for 
his ranch, near: Glendale, Arizona, from which he in- 
tends to take a trip after mountain sheep this winter. 

It is sad to record the death of Mr. George Greene, 
agent of the Pennsylvania road at English Lake, Ind. 
The English Lake Gun Club, mostly made up of Chicago 
shooters, was a famous ducking ground in the palmy days 
of the Kankakee, and Mr. Greene was a familiar figure to 
many shooters. of this city. 

Mr. F. S. Selous,: of iia a somewhat noted big 
game killer, who has done much hunting in Africa, passed 
through Chicago this week on his way from Wyoming, 
where he has been killing elk. Mr. Selous is stated to 
have killed 111 elephants and over 3,000 antelope, to say 
nothing of proportional numbers of other large animals. It 
is his boast that he did not do this for sport, but for the 
money there was in it. He is stated to have been killing 
elk in Wyoming on the same basis. E. Houes. 

1200 Boyce Buiiprne, Chicago, Ill. 


Vermont Deer Record for 1898. 


WE give in more detail than the summary in our last 
issue the record of the 130 deer killed in Vermont during 
the month of October, 1898, and reported by postmasters : 

Addison . County.—Bristol. 1, Leicester 1, Lincoln 3, 
Hancock 1—6... ‘ 

Bennington County.—Woodford 3, Searsburg 1—4. 

Caledonia County.—Walden 1, Lyndon 1—2. 

Chittenden County.—Huntington 1. - 

Essex County.—Brunswick 1, Canaan 1, Brighton 2, 
Norton 1, Concord 2, Granby 2, Lewis 1—10. 

Franklin County—Swanton 1. 

Lamoille County.—Eden 1, Belvidere 1—2. 

Orange County.—Orange I.. 

Orleans County—Westmore 3, Morgan 1—4. - 

Rutland -County.—Mt. Holly 1, Chittenden 4, Shrews- 
bury 15, Pittsford 1, Mendon 5, Sherburne 7, Walling- 
ford 1, Pittsfield 1—35. , : 

Washington County.—Roxbury 1, Fayston 1—2. .. 

Windham County.—Dover 1, Windham 1, Somerset 1, 
Stratton r , , 

Windsor 

Pomfret 1, Chester 2, Bridgewater p. Emete 25, Bar- 
nard 1, Stockbridge 2, Ro’ 1, Woodstock 2, Reading 
7, Cavendish 2, Spri 1, Rochester 1—58. 
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New York State League. 


. Editor Forest and Stream: 


The annual meeting of the New York State Fish, Game 
and Forest League was held in the assembly room at the 
Yates Hotel, Syracuse, Thursday, Dec. 8. There was a 
large attendance, notwithstanding the fact that the great 
snowstorm which visited western New York the night 
previous, and blockaded the railroads, prevented the dele- 
gates from that part of the State from being present. 

The roll showed the following organizations to be 
represented by delegates: 

Niagara County Anglers’ Association, of Lockport—George W. 
Weaver, Wm. di: Jackman, David Miller. 

Sundown Fishing Club, Poughkeepsie—Samuel A. Wood, Theo- 
dore A. Knapp. 

Honest Pudacvies's Club, Seneca Falls—James E. Medden, 
Ernest G. Gould, William J. Pollard. , 


ollara. 

Black River Fish and Game Protective Association, Utica— 
W._E. Wolcott, John W. Hicks, 

New York Association for the Protection of Fish and Game, 
New York City—Robert B. Lawrence, G. O. Shields. 

St. Lawrence River Anglers’ Association, Clayton.—At C. Corn- 
wall, R. P. Grant, George H. Strough, W. H. Thompson. 
wn Falls Anglers’ Association, Honeoye Falls.—Aaron 

ather. 

Fly Casters’ Association, Canandaigua—C. B. Lapham, H. 
B. Whitney, F. A. Christian, A. C. Cappon, F. G. Hulse. 

Fish and Game Association of Mannsville—E. L. Stone, G. 
Huestead. _ 

Anglers’ Association, of Onondaga County, Syracuse—C. H. 
Mowry, D. H. Bruce, J. H. Forey, George B. Wood. Alternates: 
Eugene McCarthy, J. E. Benkhardt, M. J. French, M. H. Swartz. 

Spencer Sportsmen’s Club, Lyons—E. T. Burnett, Henry Killick. 

ew York Division of the League of American Sportsmen—G. 
O. Shields, A. E. Pond. $ 

The following clubs were received as new accessions to the 
League membership: Saratoga County Fish and Game Protective 
Association, Saratoga Springs; Fly Casters’ Association, Canan- 
daigua; Mannsville Fish and Game Association, Mannsville; 
Newark Fishing Club, Newark; New York Division of the League 
of American Sportsmen. 

President W. S. Gavitt, of Lyons, in his annual ad- 
dress said in substance: “It is very gratifying to see so 
many delegates present, and in view of the storm of yes- 
terday, which has detained many from the western. part 
of the State, it is rather remarkable that there should be 
such a good attendance. The condition of the associa- 
tion at this time is exceedingly gratifying. During the 
past year, in accordance with a resolution adopted at our 
last annual meeting, the New York State Fish, Game and 
Forest League has been incorporated, and its member- 
ship is larger now than it was in 1897. In view of the 
fact that in the meantime the separation from the trap- 
shooting feature has been consummated this state of af- 
fairs is very encouraging. Several hundred copies of the 
constitution and by-laws have been printed and dis- 
tributed. At a meeting of the trustees held in October a 
resolution was adopted urging each club belonging to 
the League, and the individual members, to push the work 
of increasing the membership. We have come to a point 
where our organization has been perfected in a good man- 
ner, and the rest depends on the efforts of the members. 
The future of the association will be just what the mem- 
bers make it. A number of clubs have written me that 
they will join the League when it gets strong enough so 
that it can control matters, hut w ewant the help of all 
the clubs and want it now. The market influence is very 
strong, often working against us, and it is only by com- 
bined efforts on our part that it can be overcome. Last 
winter we made several recommendations to the Legisla- 


“ture concerning the game laws which were carried 


ty.—Baltimore 1, Ludlow 2, Hartford 1, 


through. Among them was the repeal of Section 249, and 
the officers of the association. did all in their power, 


“and the influence of the clubs and members was exerted 


to bring it about. We may feel highly gratified at what 
was accomplished in the last Legislature. The success of 
the future work of the association depends largely upon 
the efforts which are made to increase its membership. It 
is believed to be wise not to recommend many changes in 
the game laws this year. During the meeting to-day the 
five-minute rule will prevail, and no one will be allowed 
to speak over that time without the consent of the con- 
vention. : 
Cornelius W. Smith, of Syracuse, chairman of the 
legislative and law committee, then presented his report. 
He said that according to all indications and signs of the 
times the game laws were in the best condition that they 
had been in twenty years. This is evidenced by the few 
changes that have been recommended this year. Four 
years ago we had over forty amendments proposed; last 
year*the committee had twenty, whereas this year only 
four have thus far been suggested. We have eliminated 
several things from the game laws. One was the elimina- 
tion from Section 141 of that clause which permitted the 
spearing of certain fish at all times in Oneida Lake and 
Oneida River. That is now out of the law, and I don’t 
know where spearing is now permitted. Section 34, which 
provides for a bounty on nets, was enacted, but the Legis- 
lature doubled the figures which we recommended in a 
large number of cases. The result is that probably $25,- 
ooo has been paid by county treasurers or is owing on 
certificates for the destruction of nets during the past 
year. On account of the expense there has been a hue and 
cry all over the State. There is no question but what the 
bounties are too high, although the law is good in general 
effect. The committee suggests that the bounties be re- 
duced. It is believed that the closed season for wildfowl 
should extend from Jan. 1 to Sept. 1. The wildfowl 
are scarcer in central New York this year than they 
have ever been before. On Oneida Lake, which is one of 
the best waters for ducks, there has been no shooting this 
fall. People who spend a great deal of time there say that 
where they have usually got twenty birds they can now con- 
sider themselves lucky if they get two or three. The law 
committee recommends that the closed season for bass 
begin Nov. 15 and end June 15. This would shut: off the 
market during the six weeks between Nov. 15 and Jan. 
1, and we believe it would be a good thing. Last year, 
when a change was made in the law protecting ‘squirrels, 
-which had previously been included in a section with rab- 
bits, the protection was removed from the latter. The 
committee has received a recommendation that there be a 
closed season for rabbits. 
- A.C. Cornwall, of Alexandria Bay, treasurer of the 
League, reported as follows: Receipts, including the bal- 
ance on hand last year, $206.29; paid bills amounting to 
$116.11; balance on hand, $90.18. The- report .was ac- 


At the meeting held in. December, 1897, a resolution 


was adopted to retain as members all clubs that then be- 
longed to the old association. The books of the treasurer 
contain the names of the following organizations, be- 
sides those previously mentioned as being represented at 
the meeting : 

Syracuse Gun Club, Onon County Sportsmen’s Associa- 
tion, Onon Gun Club, ae Gun Club, Canandaigua Rod 
and Gun Club, Central New York Fish and Game Club, Seneca 
Falls; Conesus Lake Fish and Game Protective Association, 
Rochester; Franklin County Fish and Game Protective Asso- 
ciation Malone; Genesee Valley Protective and Propagating Fish 
and Game Association, Rochester; Steuben County Fish and 
Game Asseciation, Bath; Erie County Fish and Game Protective 
Association, Buffalo; Oswego and Jefferson County Fish and 
Game Protective Association, Lacona; Long Island Gun Club, 
New York; Naples Fish and Game Protective Association, 
Regie: New Utrecht Rod and Gun Club, Brooklyn; Rochester 
Rod and Gun Club; Chemung County Fish and Game Protective 
Association, Wellsburg; De Ruyter Sportsmen’s Association, De 
Ruyter; Dunkirk Fish and Game Protective Association, Dunkirk. 


A committee consisting of. Messrs. Lawrence, Cornwall 
and Grant was appointed to draw up a resolution regard- 
ing the clubs which were members of the old association. 

Messrs. Wood, Thompson and Shields were appointed 
as a nominating committee, after which a recess was 
taken for dinner. 

Promptly at 2 P. M. business was resumed. Mr. Law- 
rence, of the special committee on clubs, offered the foi- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, that the secretary correspond with represen- 
tatives of all associations which have been identified with 
the old State association, and request that if it be their 
desire to continue their connection with the present asso- 
ciation they should send to the said secretary the list of 
their officers and the number of their membership, to- 
gether with the dues for the ensuing year, and further, 
that the secretary be empowered to inform them that in 
the absence of any heretofore expressed intention on 
their part to continue their association with the new 
organization, all dues due and payable prior to Dec. 1, 
1898, are remitted. v. 

On motion of C. W. Smith, the privileges of the meet- 
ing were extended to James Annin, Jr., of Caledonia, 
superintendent of State hatcheries; Mannister C. Worts, 
of Oswego, assistant chief game protector; Protectors 
Hawn and Lamphere, and Special Protector Everson. 

‘The report of the legislative and law committee was 
then taken up. The first recommendation considered was 
an amendment to Section 110 of the game laws, making 
the bass fishing end Nov. 15. 

Mr. Mowry said there were some people who wanted 


the bass season extended, and in order to conciliate that ~ 


element, and also that fishing might be legal on Thanks- 
giving Day, he thought the season should not close urttil 
Dec. 1. He accordingly moved as an amendment that 
the League recommend that the bass season close on the 
latter date. 

Protector Worts said that in Keuka and Seneca lakes 
some bass fishing was done as late as December. In the 
fall the fishing there is largely done in the night time. 
He thought it would be cutting the season off too soon 
to close it Nov. 15. 

Superintendent Annin said he had never seen the water 
yet where many bass could be caught in November. It 
seemed to him that the later the bass season was ex- 
tended the more chance it would. give to the net fisher- 
men. 

Mr. Mowry said there were keepers of summer resorts 
or boarding houses who wanted bass fishing allowed un- 
til Jan. 1, but they would fall in line for Dec. 1. 

R. P. Grant said that on the St. Lawrence River no 
effort was made to catch bass after Nov. 15. f 

Chairman Smith stated that the law committee had 
not arrived at its recommendation without thoroughly 
considering the matter, and consulting with a representa- 
tive of the fish commission. 

Mr. Mowry’s amendment that the season should end 
Dec. 1 was adopted. 

The recommendation of the law committee to the effect 
that Section 70 should be amended so as to make a closed 
season for wildfowl from Jan. 1 to Sept. 1 ‘was un- 
animously agreed with. 

R. B. Lawrence said there should be a law on rabbits 
in order to prevent men. from going out and shooting 
grouse and woodcock under the pretext of hunting rab- 
bits. He moved that the League recommend that there be 
an open season for rabbits extending from Sept. 1 to 
Dec. 15. Carried. 

Chairman Smith, of the law committee, in speaking on 
the proposed amendment to Section 34, said: It is well 
known that the bounty on nets is too high, and it is also 
well known that the bounty must be high enough to make 
it an object for men to go after them. The committee 
recommends that the bounty for the destruction of illegal 
fish nets should be as follows: For each scap net, drop 
net and dip net, $1; for each gill net up to 1ooft. in 
length, $2, and $1 for each additional 1ooft. or part: there- 
of; for seines up to rooft., $2, and $1 for each additional 
1ooft. or part thereof; for each fyke net with hoops un- 
der 4ft. in diameter, $2, over 4ft., $3; for trap nets, $10, 
and pound nets, $15. 


. 


Mr. Mowry said the law providing for a bounty on'nets , 


had resulted in the best fishing season known in twenty 
years. It is one of the best laws for the protection of 
fish that we have ever had. But the supervisors say we 
have exhausted the contingent fund to meet the require- 
ments of this law. The State will reimburse the counties, 
but the country supervisors don’t understand it that way. 
It is probable the Legislature will be importuned by the 
supervisors to repeal the law, and we ought to be. pre- 
pared to meet them. I suggest that we should cut the 
present bounties in two. 
men to get $3 for nets that cost $1. 

The recommendation of the law committee was agreed 
with. 

Mr. Shields suggested that the word “wild” should be 
stricken from the sections of the game laws regulating 
the killing, possession and sale of moose, deer and ante- 
lope. People having venison in possession out of season 
might say they bought the animal from a park. The 
committee reported in favor of the change,-and it was 


sanctioned by the ; ° : 

Mr. Shields offered the following resolution: Resolved. 
That the law committee be instructed to ask such an 
amendment to existing statutes as will prohibit the sale 
of ruffed grouse, quail and- brook trout at all times. 
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Mr. Mowry believed that grouse shooting should be 
prohibited for one year. : 

J. H. Forey, of Syracuse, said bundles of grouse had 
been seen hanging in front of stores without a shot mark 
on them. They were caught by traps or nets, and trout 
caught illegally were offered for sale. 

Mr. Smith said that within ten weeks a man who 
owned a pond had been caught taking trout in a net out 
of a stream which the Anglers’ Association of Onondaga 
county had been stocking for five years. There were 
eighteen trout in the net. The man wanted the fish to 
stock his pond. 

Protector Worts was of the opinion that if the sale of 
grouse could be stopped it would be a very effectual way 
of protecting the birds. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mather it was decided to recommend 
that the quail shooting should be restricted to the month 
of November. 

The nominating committee reported in favor of the 
following officers for the ensuing year, and they were 
duly elected: 

President, Cornelius W. Smith, Syracuse; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Robert B. Lawrence, Long Island; Secretary, Ernest 
G. Gould, Seneca Falls; Treasurer, A. C. Corrwall, Alex- 
andria Bay. 

Legislative and Law Committee, C. B. Lapham, Canan- 
daigua; F. J. Amsden, Rochester; W. E. Wolcott, Utica; 
A. E. Pond, New York; W. S. Gavitt, Lyons. 

Auditing Committee, Aaron Mather, Honeoye Falls; 
Thomas D. Lunt, Dunkirk; G. W. Weaver, Lockport. 

President Gavitt, in retiring from the chair, thanked 
the members of the League for the courtesy which had 
been shown him at all times. He was sure the new 
officers had been chosen wisely. The association is at 
the present time in the best condition to effect legislation 
and make its influence felt at Albany that it has ever 
been in. The association is stronger in numbers and 
new members are coming in.~ Mr. Gavitt desired to im- 
press upon all the desirability of increasing the member- 
ship and having an organization in every county in the 
State. Better and more effective work can then be done. 
It would be wise if it could be done to send a mission- 
ary into every locality in the State to bring people in 
touch with the League. Mr. Gavitt, after again thanking 
his associates for their courteous treatment, relinquished 
the chair to President Smith. 

A motion was carried extending the thanks of the asso- 
ciation to the retiring president for the energetic, able and 
intelligent manner in which he has discharged his duties, 
and also thanking the other retiring officers. 

President Smith said it had been his pleasure for a 
number of years to take a warm interest in the game 
laws of the State. He succeeded as chairman of the law 
committee a very able man, Mr. Van Cleef, of Poughkeep- 
sie. The speaker was gratified at the fact that, whereas 
four years ago about forty amendments to the game laws 
were proposed, and last year twenty, to-day there were 
only seven. He felt that as chairman of the law com- 
mittee he had been able to accomplish some good work, 
and he proposed to continue to do his best for the welfare 
of the League. He said that at the League meetings he 
met only true sportsmen—men who are ttue to the law. 
When Col. Roosevelt was in Syracuse, continued Mr. 
Smith, I made up my mind that I would not greet him in 
a conventional manner, and when I took his hand I said: 
“True sportsmen are true men.” “What kind of sports- 
men?” he asked. I replied, “Sportsmen of the rod and 
gun.” He said, “You are right,” and I felt the grip of 
his hand long afterward. We cannot all be Roosevelts, 
but we can be like him, true sportsmen. I am glad to 
see that the association is keeping up its membership. 
Last winter in Albany I had the pleasure of pronouncing 
an obituary on a bill for hounding deer. When we get a 
good law we should stand by it, and not change it with- 
out good reason. Another thing that we have been do- 
ing is to try to get a uniform law for the State. I am 
pleased with the entire la wcommittee appointed to-day, 
and especially pleased that the labors of my first assistant 
have been recognized by making him chairman of the 
committee. , 

Col. Theodore Roosevelt was elected an honorary mem- 
ber of the League. 

Mr. Mowry said the Onondaga County Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation employed a special protector. For some years it 
has received appropriations from the board of supervisors 
to aid in enforcing the game laws. “Now,” continued 
Mr. Mowry, “there is an organization which has gone 
before the board of supervisors with a petition asking 
them not to appropriate $200 for our association. This 
association has gone further than this. They have gone 
before the Legislature to ask them to repeal laws which 
we suggested at our meetings, and which have. been 
passed for the benefit of sportsmen. They want us to 
give them a chance to fish with nets.” 

George R. Peck. of Auburn, was elected an honorary 
member of the League, until such a time as: he may be- 
come aft active member by affiliation with some club. 

W. E. Wolcott, of Utica, spoke of the good effects 
which the anti-hounding and anti-floating law is having 
in the Adirondacks, and of the gratifying increase in the 
number of deer in that region. He also referred to the 
reckless manner in which the forests are being cut away, 
and in conclusion offered the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted: : 

Resolved, That the vast and increasing lumber opera- 
tions in the Adirondack wilderness threaten irreparable 
damage to the future interests of this State, by reason 
of the evil effects which the continued thinning out and 
remova! of the forest will surely entail. The wilderness 
is of the greatest importance as a source of water supply 
and because of the influence it has on meteorological and 
hygienic conditions. Public sentiment is strongly in favor 
of State ownership, and the electors have repeatedly in- 
dicated at the polls their hearty approval of forest preser- 
vation. In view of these facts, and in the interests of 
hunters, anglers, tourists, invalids and guides, and for 
the welfare of the people of the whole Commonwealth, 
we earnestly urge the Legislature to provide funds for the 
purchase of additional lands in the Adirondacks. 
Superintendent Annin exhibited two small muskallonge 
which were hatched May 19, end put in a bottle Ang. 10. 

e 


The growth attained in three months was about 6in. Th 
m 


hatched at the Chautauqua Lake hatchery 


‘ 


were placed in a small pond, and it was found necessary 
to feed them on minnows. The fish turned cannibals, and 
one muskallonge 3in. long was found with one 2in. in 
length nearly swallowed. : 

here was some talk about Section 76 of the game laws, 
which relates to the transportation of grouse, quail and 
woodcock, and it was deemed a wise provision. . 

Mr. Ackerman said: While I was fishing and shoot- 
ing near Redfield, a man told me that two years ago he 
snared 1,400 partridges. He shipped them out in cheese 
boxes labeled cheese. As 800 of the partridges were 
females, which would have reared broods, that means 
several thousand less birds in the woods. 

Protector Worts said the thirty-three active workers on 
the State game protective force had much to do. About 
the time the deer season opened seventeen of them were 
sent into the Adirondacks to look out for violations of 
the law. This left some of the other lakes and streams 
open. The territory of some of the protectors is large, 
and when they are shifted it is difficult to cover it as it 
ought to be. The force is not large enough. 

It was declared to be the sense of the meeting that the 
force of protectors should be increased, the salaries in- 
creased and the moiety system abolished. Adjourned. 

W. E. Wo corr. 

Utica, N. Y., Dec. 9. 


New Jersey Quail Stocking. 


[From the report of the Fish and Game Commissioners. } 


Two years ago your commission began the distribution 
of quail, and that the work has been fairly successful is 
attested by the replies to inquiries made of the persons 
to whom the quail were sent. New Jersey is a State in 
many ways admirably adapted to the quail with the 
serious drawback of occasionally a very severe winter 
destructive of life in the open fields, particularly so’ of 
the quail. There is little doubt that even before the ad- 
vent of the white man to these shores there were periods 
when the territory at present covered by the State of New 


. Jersey was wholly devoid of quail, and that such periods 


were followed by others when the cheerful note of Bob 
White was heard all about. Undoubtedly it frequently 
took years to undo the havoc wrought by one severe win- 
ter. With the advent of civilization these conditions were 
somewhat modified, for, although the climate may have 
undergone no change, men took the precaution to provide 
shelter for the birds, and to replace them with others 
brought from a distance whenever their extermination 
was threatened. 

More time and money have probably been expended in 
the distribution of quail than of any other species of 
fauna, the reason for which must be sought in the affec- 
tion which the bird inspires in all who are in any way 
susceptible to the charms of bird life. On this account 
your commission entered upon no untrodden field when it 
began the work of replenishing the stock of quail in New 
Jersey. Years ago the prolific numbers of the quail in 
the Southern States attracted the attention of the people 
of the North, and these birds were brought on here in 
the hope that they would thrive here. a hope, alas, too 
frequently blasted. The Southern quail, when placed into 
the fields of this State, apparently did well for a time; 
they readily accommodated themselves to their new sur- 
roundings, but with the advent of cold weather they dis- 
appeared. In nearly every instance it was found that they 
bred just as well as they had done in the warmer climate 
and that they-remained here “until the season opened to 
shoot them, and theri they were gone,” as the hunters put 
it. A little observation soon solved the mystery of their 
disappearance. The cold of our winters was too severe 
for them, and as the mercury descended they sought 
warmer places. Their instinct taught them to seek the 
water courses where it was warmer than in the hills and 
fields; they followed these courses down to the sea and 
then proceeded southward, thus being entirely lost to the 
people living in the northern part of the State. In 
ordinary winters the birds frequently remained through 
to the following spring in some of the southern counties 
of the State, thus affording an explanation of the pres- 
ence there at times of different varieties of quail. When, 
however, the cold was more than usually severe, they 
pursued their journey southward, passing either into 
Pennsylvania or Delaware, or ending their existence in 
the waters of Delaware Bay. 

Under such circumstances it is not at all surprising 
that the people tired of bringing here the quail of the 
South, and that they turned their eyes westward, where 
the quail were accustomed to just such winters as are ex- 
perienced in New Jersey. Southern quail can be pur- 
chased at a low figure in the markets; the Western birds 
command a higher price, both on account of the great- 
er distance the birds are brought, thus increasing the 
danger of accidents en route, and because the authorities 
of the Western States regarded with displeasure the trap- 
ping of the birds, and in many instances passed laws ab- 
solutely prohibiting the removal of birds. But it would 
have been folly to have persisted in bringing quail hither 
from the South; such a proceeding might have produced 
a passing gratification, to be followed, however, by dis- 
appointment at the disappearance of the birds. For this 
reason your commission rejected all offers of quail from 
the South, believing that a dozen quail from the’ West 
would produce better results than a hundred from the 
South. This has been the experience of others in in- 
divitiual instances, and it proved just as true when ap- 
plied to the larger scale of stocking an entire State. As 
will be seen from the letters subjoined, the birds brought 
hither have remained here, and now constitute an impor- 
tant part of the bird life of New Jersey. 

Quail have been distributed as follows in counties: At- 
lantic 45, Bergen 180, Burlington 240, Camden 30, Cape 
May 75, Cumberland 160, Essex 0, Gloucester 280, Hud- 
son 0, Hunterdon too, Mercer 214. Middlesex 140, Mon- 
mouth 190, Morris 190, Ocean 0, Passaic 173, Salem 190, 
Somerset 60, Sussex 215, Union 60, Warren 60; total 


2,602. 

From Mr. John B. Lozier, Oradell, Nov. 8, 1897: 
quail you sent me were all liberated, and I pleased to 
say that this time turning them loose has been successfut 
I aie of several la 


z 


rge covies, nearly all near 
houses, who do not shoot, and I have made 


il 


ments with them to look out for them and sce that they 
are not disturbed. The local shooters now that they un- 
derstand what I want to do have pronfised to give no 
trouble, and I think everything is smooth for the birds. 

From Mr. Warden Van Kirk, Sparta, Aug. 23, 1898: 
The —_— out here a year ago wintered well, and I 
saw a g many this summer. Thirty more quail were 
put out last spring, and several flocks have been seen this 
summer. 

From Mr. William W. Woodward, Newton, Aug. 24, 
1898. The thirty quail sent me last spring were turned out 
in several places, and as far as I have been able to ascertain 
they have done splendidly. On one place near town there 
is any number of birds. I believe every pair of the seven 
placed there bred, and have large broods growing nicely. 

From Fish and Game Warden Harry R. Dare, Bridge- 
ton, Aug. 24, 1808: The quail which were liberated in 
this county have done remarkably well, and I have never 
known a time when there were more quail than during 
the present season, both in this and in Salem county. 

From Mr. James I. Crane, Franklin Furnace, Aug. 
25, 1898: I am glad to report success. Still, I have 
not followed them up so as to be able to find any broods. 
I have gone in their neighborhood every week or so, and 


- have heard them whistling. 


From Fish and Game Warden Frank L. Shafer, M¢ 
Arlington, Aug. 25, 1898: The quail that were sent here 
were placed on the properties of three different persons, 
and they have increased very much. I should judge from 
what I have seen, and from what I have been told by 
different persons, that there are between 400 and 500 quail 
here, the result of the stocking done by the State. 

From Mr. William H. Leupp, New Brunswick, Aug. 
25, 1898: I am happy to say that the quail are doing 
wery well; they were let out on the borders of Middlesex 
county, and have been heard and seen. They have taken 
very nicely to this latitude, as their broods indicate. 

From Mr. John M. Henderson, secretary of the Wood- 
bury Sportsmen’s Association, Woodbury, Aug. 25, 1898: 
The quail sent our association last spring were received 
in good condition, and were promptly liberated by the 
members among the farmers of our county, who had 
feeding grounds. More attention was paid to good cover and 
good cover and water, as our expefience teaches us that 
something more is required than good feeding grounds, 
as birds are often placed in open ground, and the whole 
covey is killed the first day of the open season. We lost 
but one bird out of the fifty received; that one was very 
weak when received. We have received good reports 
from all parts of our county where the birds were, placed, 
and the outlook is good. The birds sent us were the best 
we have handled in an experience of about twenty years, 
and if all received as good birds as we did sportsmen may 
expect a good time. 

From Mr.. Henry P. Davis, Davis, Aug. 25, 1808: 
Most of the quail we received were in good condition, but 
five died soon after being turned out. The others be- 
came very tame, frequently coming up to the house to 
feed. Then they would return to the woods and banks. 
We hear them calling each other every day, and have 
seen several flocks of young birds. They appear to be 
doing very well, although it has been very rainy and wet 
for them. 

From Mr. H..S. Kinmonth, Asbury Park, Aug. 25, 
1898: I can safely say that the quail you sent me have 
done very nicely. We see evidence of them all the time. 

From Fish and Game Warden James L. Tooker, Jr.. 
Perth Amboy, Aug. 25, 1898: The quail sent to Messrs. 
Muirhead and Hillman were set free on farms, some near 
Cheesequakes, on the Rowe farm, and at Ernston and 
Runyon. These places form a circle to the south and 
west of South Amboy. distant from two to five miles. 
Considerable grain, such as wheat, rye and oats; are raised 
in that section, the unused lands consisting of swamps and 
hilly woodland, a greater portion being covered with 
woods, the upland being sandy. This neighborhood has 
always been a good quail country. The thickets bordering 
the swamps consist of a small growth of scrub oaks, filled 
in with a tangled mass of briers, making an impassable 
barrier for both man and dog, and forming a natural 
protection for quail, where they can breed undisturbed. 
The quail have rosy increased in this section since the 
present board of commissioners have been in office. I 
have recently made several trips through this part of the 
county, and the call of the quail could be heard continu- 
ously, and that the quail released this spring have mated 
and increased in number there can be no doubt. 

The quail sent to Assemblyman Quaid were released in 
the vicinity of Sayreville, making a continuous line of 
stocked country in southeastern Middlesex. These birds 
will breed and scatter to the southward, the Raritan 
River, salt meadows and clay mines preventing them from 
going north. 

The quail throughout that section of Monmouth coun- 
ty lying to the south of Matawan, and running to within a 
few miles of Freehold, have greatly increased in number 
within the past few years, so much so that I do not be- 
rs it necessary for the commission to liberate ;birds 
there. 

During the early part of the present summer a bevy of 
quail, consisting of tén or twelve birds, made their ap- 
pearance in the southern part of this city, along the Rari- 
tan River, feeding in dooryards and in vacant lots. They 
mated and nested adjoining the meadow lands to the 
westward of the Central Railroad tracks, on property be- 
longing to the Watson estate and the Marcy stove works, 
consisting of about 100 acres. Their calls can be hear: 
every morning and evening. The owners of the lands 
upon which these birds have located have taken a great 
interest in them, and will do all in their power to protect 
is no grain raised within four miles of 
, and where these birds came from is a 
ey nag! this exception no quail have been seen 
in this vicinity for years past. 

From Fish and Game 


Flem Aug. 25, 1808: You sent me 100 quail; they 

were upon good ground near where the pheasants 

were released, and received the same protction, and there 

path eo be sar Redh gAy) o When re- 

ceived were stocky hardy, and t young arc 
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are more plentiful than at any time within my recollec- 


tion. 

From Mr. J. H. Ludwig, Montague, Aug. 25, 1898: I 
do not know that I have ever known quail to be as 
plentiful as they are at the present time. A 

From Mr. George Van Buskirk, secretary of the Farm- 
ers’ Game Protective Association of Bergen County, 
Hackensack, Aug. 26, 1898: The quail are doing especial- 
ly well, there being an abundance of birds all over. Right 
in this vicinity we have no difficulty in finding from ten 
to twenty coveys of birds almost any time. The reports 
are all the same from every section where we put the 
brids out. 

From Fish and Game Warden Gus Hilton, Anglesea, 
Aug. 26, 1898: The thirty quail you sent me to put out 
did excellently. There are more quail in this county than 
ithere have been for a great many years. 

From Fish and Game Warden Edward Hill, Rocks- 
‘burgh, Aug. 26, 1898: The quail which were sent me 
have done very well. Every farmer, on whose property 
birds were released. reports numerous young birds. Two 
pair were released in my peach orchard, and last week I 
had some friends put up two nice bunches. 

From Mr. Joseph B. Righter, secretary of the Denville 
Game Protective Association, Denville, Aug. 26, 1898: 
We are pleased to note that the quail you favored us with 
have prospered and propagated finely. 


Side-hunt, Conti and Ball. 


Moutne. Kan.—Editor Forest and Stream: I enclose 
you herewith a circular announcing the organization of a 
grand hint. game supper, concert and ball by the Gun 
Club of Howard, Kan., which was the most original and 
successful affair I have heard of in a long while. I was 
not fortunate enough to be able to participate in it, but a 
description was given me by the lieutenant, Messrs. Mc- 
Bee and Rush. Through the efforts of Mr. Mark McBee, 
Howard has been famed for its sports, and this grand 
affair is significant of the interest taken in game shooting 
’ there. by all the leading people. The programme was 
thus announced in the preliminary circular: 


‘(GRAND HUNT, GAME SUPPER, CONCERT AND BALL. 

A grand hunt has been organized, and wil] take place on Wed- 
nesday, Nov. 16, 1898, the game killed to be donated to Oklahoma 
Camp No. 935, Modern Woodmen of America, to be served at 
a grand public supper, the afternoon and night of Friday, Nov. 18. 
The hunt will be in the nature of a friendly contest between two 
armies of hunters, with Capt. A. M. Jackson and Lieut. H. C. 
Rush in command of one side, and a L. Scott and Lieut. 
Mark McBee in command of the other. The following will be the 
scale of points for various kinds of game: Possum, 59; jackrabbit, 
10; duck, 25; quail, 10; plover, 10; squirrel, 15; cottontail, 5; wild 
goose, 50; prairie chicken, 20; snipe, 5. 

The hunters may form themselves into squads at their own 
convenience, ,and use their own judgment as to the manner and 
place of hunting, the game to be delivered to the proper com- 
mittee in Howard not tater that 12 o’clock noon, Thursday, the 
17th, at the city building in Howard, where committees will be 
on hand to receive it. Any others desiring to engage in the 
hunt can do so; if convenient, send your names to either Lieut. 
McBee or Rush, if not, go ahead and hunt, and when you bring 
in the a you can be credited to the side whose next choice 
it may be. ; 

The supper will be served from 5:30 P. M., Friday, Nov. 18, to 
2 A. M. tollowing. There will also be a grand concert by the 
Howard band and orchestra, free to patrons of the supper, to be 
followed by a grand ball, popioning. st 8:30. All are invited to the 
memes supper, concert and ball. Mark McBee, Dr. H. C. Rush, 
lieutenants. 


The hunt took place Wednesday, Nov. 16, and every 
one returned home tired, but well repaid for the hunt. 

On Thursday and Friday the ladies of Howard pre- 
pared the game, and Friday evening the greatest crowd 
that ever gathered together in Howard, to enjoy a de- 
lightful evening, were on hand at the handsomely deco- 
rated hall with a floor space of 140 by 75ft. Seven hun- 
dreds covers were laid for an earlv supper, which was 
“strictly game,” consisting of: 50 dozen quail, 12 opus- 
sums, 36 jack rabbits 198 cottontails, 92 squirrels, 6 wild 
geese, 27 prairie chickens, 72 snipe. he ladies are 
worthy of much praise for the dainty manner in which 
they prepared the game and served it with salads and 
ether delicacies. After supper the dancers, consisting of 
twenty-eight sets, enjoyed themselves in the two-step 
waltz and other dances to the music rendered by the How- 
ard Orchestra. At an early hour of the morning a 
luncheon was served, and thoroughly enjoyed by all those 
— were game enough to stay with the crowd to the 
ast. 

The members of the Howard Gun Club are so pleased 
with the results of their undertaking that they have de- 
cided to make their: yearly hunt a recognized event in 
all southern Kansas, and in fact the entire West. 





Boston Sportsmen. 


Boston, Dec. 9.—E. M. Gillam, of the Boston Adver- 
tiser, and his brother, A. M. Gillam, of the Philadelphia 
Record, have returned from thei rannual quail shooting 
trip to Vineland, N. J. They secured over 100 quail from 
several days’ shooting, but were much disappointed as to 
ring-neok pheasants, as Mr. Gillam explained in the 
Forest AND STREAM last week. He put out over fifty 
quail last spring, and calculates that their luck in shoot- 
ing was largely due to this restocking, in spite of all the 
difficulties he met in regard to other hunters having evi- 
dently commenced shooting before the opening of the 
season. As Mr. A. M. Gillam explains in the Forest anp 
STREAM, it is of but little use to attempt restocking with 
either pheasants or quail when the small berty farmers 
have the notion that their fruit is destroyed by these 
birds, and when they even resort to Paris green to rid 
themselves of the troublesome birds. 

Two or 3ft. of snow in the Maine woods has made deer 
hunting difficult, and Boston sportsmen are mostly’ at 
home. So far as they are concerned, the season is virtu- 
ally closed. Not so the native Maine hunter. © He is after 
the deer on snowshoes, and judging from the number 
coming into Boston markets, he is making a good deal of 
showing. “More deer have been received here the past 
three or four days than for any period of the same length 
this season: The deer comes. straight into the markets, 
and curiously the records of shipments by express are 
not yery extensive. Thus it is certain that they are not 
the deer killed hy returning snortsmen, but the results of 
illegal $ out of that State, : 


Boston, Dec. 12.—Late reports from the Maine and 
New Hampshire big game regions mention very deep 
snow for the season, with good snowshoeing, and lots of 
deer taken. ‘ Looking over one Maine paper last evening 
I counted sixty-one deer slain, and all by local nimrods; 
not a deer to outside sportsmen. The fact of the matter 
is that Boston and New York hunters are generally done 
for the season. Capt. F. C. Barker called on Saturday, 
fresh from the Rangeley woods. He remarks that he 
never saw better snowshoeing. He took a fine buck early 
in the week. The paper, noted above, only covered one 
section, with its game record, Rangeley and Dead River. 
From further east the reports are fully as strong con- 
cerning the slaughter that is being carried on; mostly by 
hunters and guides in the State. This only serves to 
illustrate with greater force what has so often been 
stated , that Maine game is in much more danger from her 
own citizens than from outside hunters. This is not at 
all strange, and is just as it should be. The value of a 
fine deer is great to. the farmer or backwoodsman, but 
he should be willing to obey the same laws for the pro- 
tection of game that he wants the city sportsmen to re- 
spect. The Maine Legislature is soon to convene, and the 
backwoods farmer will be there with his petition to allow 
him to shoot deer at times, because the deer occasion-_ 
ally get into his crops. I should like to come under 
obligations, if the thing could be fairly ee esti- 
mated—to pay for every dollar’s worth of crops destroyed 
by deer last season in Maine, for a single $100. 

It may be stated on the authority of Mr. Walter L. 
Hill, treasurer of the Sportsmen's Show last season, that 
the association will not repeat that show the coming 
spring. What other parties may do it is not yet cer- 
tain, but the association of last year will give no show 
this year. It has been suggested that some of the at- 
tractions of the show to be held in New York the coming 
spring were to be brought over later to Boston, but 
nothing definite is yet decided. Another year the Sports- 
men’s Association is very likely to hold a show in Boston. 

Mr. Walter L. Hill was much pleased to receive the 
other evening, at his house, a beautiful hall clock, as a 
token of the appreciation of the members of the Sports- 
men’s Association, for the admirable manner in which he 
performed more than his share of the labor involved in so 
well carrying out the financial affairs of the show last 
March. The clock was accompanied by a letter signed by 
nearl yall of the associates who put in their time and 
money, and made the show a success. SPECIAL. 





Birds in the Great Storm. 


East WaArEHAM, Mass., Dec. 6.—Edijtor Forest and 
Stream: The hard storm of last week made it quite 
difficult for our birds to get their customary food. I saw 
a number of song and field sparrows around the barn 
and hen house, where we had cleared the snow away; 
they were feeding on cracked corn and hayseed. One 
belated crow blackbird came up and a few robins. The 
meadow larks were very tame, and came right up to the 
door. We fed these birds, and it was worth while to 
watch them. To-day, as I was cutting up a large pine 
that the wind had blown over, I saw four quail, the rem- 
nant of a flock of fifteen, half of which never got beyond 
the age of “‘peepers,” these four seemed well and lively. 
Of course there may have been others. On Sunday Mr. 
N. A. Shurtleff saw fourteen in the Wareham road from 
Indian Neck. I hope these will last till close of the 
season. 

Shortly after seeing the four quai] I heard an entirely 
new voice, it only called once, and as near as I can spell 
it said: “Squaw-clurec-cruree-clurec,” harsh and pea- 
fowl-like in sound. I looked, and on the edge of the salt 
marsh 200ft. away saw a Mongolian pheasant. There 
have been three wandering about the fields nearby for 
some weeks, and this was one of them. They are a part 
of Mr. Wm. Minot’s stock, and I am only too pleased to 
see that they are spared by the gunning element here— 
which usually spares so little. 

I like to hear a new voice, and once have heard the 
clear, loud whistle of the European widgeon; it was on 
the marsh opposite the city of Tacoma, Wash. I shot 
the bird; a male in fine plumage. My friend, E. T. Har- 
ris, shot one at Nisqully, and my brother, A. B. Savary, 
killed one I think at Tacoma. There we used to see the 
spotted blackbirds; often in Annie Wright’s Park there 
would be a large flock of blackbirds, and among them 
several with more or less white in spots. I have never 
seen any blackbirds with those spots in any other locality. 

Will some one tell us why those little birds in their nest 
in the foretop of a buffalo bull were not all shaken out 
when flies annoyed him? I would rather find that bird’s 
nest than have killed that mighty moose whose horns I 
saw in Sheard’s fur store in Tacoma. The bird who 
builds on the forehead of the buffalo is the same one who 
migrates on the crane’s back, though I must say that I 
have heard the sound of little birds with.a flock of sand- 
hill cranes, and tried my best to see them, but could not. 

Wa ter B. Savary. 





St. Louis Notes. Pinan 


St. Louts, Dec. 5.—Sportsmen in Missouri are still dis- 
cussing the game shipment law. The original law passed 
by the Legislature prohibited the shipment of quail, prairie 
chickens and pheasants for a period of five years. The 
law was enacted in 1893. In 1805 the law was amended 
by adding “deer and turkey” to.the prohibited shipments. 
It has been claimed by some that this amendment ex- 
tended’ the shipment time two years. Recently the State 
game warden asked the opinion of the attorney general 
of this State with regard to shipping quail. e stated 
that the law expired this year, and that quail can be 
shipped. He stated nothing in his opinion about turkeys 
and deer, and it is held some that these’ cannot be 
shipped until 1900. One of the best legal authorities of 
St. Louis informs me that in his opinion the shipment 
law has expired, that the amendment made in ’95 did not 
affect the date of the law, but simply added “deer and 
turkey.” This seems to be the real status of the case. 
Game dealers. however, are very shy of openly shipping 
turkeys and deer. - - 

This has been the most unsatisfa fall season for 
fishermen known for years. Generally is good fish- 
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ing in South Missouri and North Arkansas until at 
least the middle of December. This year, however, a 
cold wave swept down on Thanksgiving, and since then 
there has been no fishing worth mentioning. Hundreds 
of anglers left St. Louis Thanksgiving eve, but were 
frozen up, and compelled to return. 

The officials of the Territory of Oklahoma seem to be 
enforcing the game law with earnestness. A couple of 
“leadin& citizens” of St. Joseph, Missouri, have been ar- 
rested for illegal shipments of quail. Other prominent 
men have been indicted for shooting quail out of season, 
two dealers for shipping out of season, and an agent of 
an express company. If conviction can be had in these 
cases it will be a great gain for better game production. 


Sea ind River fishing. 


Proprietors of fishing and hunting resorts will find it profitable 
to advertise them in Forest anp STREAM. 








There is no more lastingly appreciated holiday 
gift than a good book. For one who is interested 
in outdoor sports the volume may well be one of 
those included in the “Forest and Stream’s” list. 
And do not forget to order in good season. 


Skates and hoter Rays. 


BY FRED MATHER, 


THESE curious fishes are allied to the sharks, differing 
from them in form, and in some points of structure as 
well as in habits; but, like them, are not true bony fishes. 
On our Atlantic Coast we have five skates, as well as 
other rays, for all skates are rays, but all rays are not 
skates; just as all teal are ducks, but all ducks are not 
teal. The frequency with which the salt-water angler 
lands an awkward skate is the reason that I have been 
asked to: write about them. They are not awkward 
in the water, nor much so in the boat. Perhaps it is the 
angler who is awkward in getting one off his hook 
without getting his fingers in its clam-cracking jaws. 
If that happens the men in neighboring boats, and often 
on shore, will know by the angler’s remarks that some- 
thing has displeased him, and they will not need ear- 
trumpets to assist them to that conclusion. - 


How to Unhook a Skate. 


The mouths of all the rays are on the under side. 
In the skates the very generous mouth has rolling lips, 
covered with a pavement of flat, rounded teeth, and no 
word expresses the arrangement as well as “pavement,” 
for the-teeth are set close, like cobblestones in a street, 
there being from thirty_to ninety rows in each jaw, ac- 
cording to the species. When a skate comes unwillingly 
over the side, flapping its great pectoral fins, it is best 
to hypnotize it with a club, an oar or a boot heel be- 
fore going further; but in the hypnotic state it may 
gasp and unconsciously crush a finger or two, a thing 
that is objectionable to many anglers. 

Make assurance doubly sure by putting something 
in its mouth, just as your dentist treats you at times. 
An oyster shell set edgewise, your meerschaum pipe or 
any old thing will do to keep his face open until you 
can find in what portion of your captive’s anatomy your 
hardware lies. The chances are that the hook is in the 
stomach, and if so a carefully conducted post mortem 
will reveal the fact, but many anglers prefer to save time 
by cutting the sriell and letting the skate digest the steel 
with the bait, and who can say that a little iron in his 
system might not be as beneficial as it is to many of us? 

The salt-water angler gets many things for which he 
has no use, but which have use for his bait. stone 
these are sculpins, toadfish, puffers, spider crabs, dogfis 
and skates, and all of these things, except the crabs, 
have a way of swallowing a bait in a quiet manner, 
giving the angler no warning until they move off. Then 
they have the bait so securely pouched that a surgical 
operation is necessary to recover the hook. This takes 
time, and as the turn of the tide is his best fishing time 
he begrudges every minute of it that is wasted on these 
pests. Of course I am writing of the angler who anchors 
his boat and uses the “drop line”.or the rod and reel in 
bottom fishing. The troller for bluefish, nor he who 
anchors and “chums” for them, is not troubled with 
these fishes, but the one who casts his bait of men- 
haden or lobster tail into the surf for striped bass oc- 
casionally brings out some of the things which are named 
above, but he is on the rocks, where he finds material 
to quiet his unsought catch. 


Our Five Skates. 


I have said that on our Atlantic Coast we have five 
species of the skate. All of these lay eggs in curious 
black, horny, square cases from 1 to 3in. long, with two 
long tubular horns at each end, for all the world like a 
hand-barrow. Through these tubes the embryo gets a 
circulation.of water, and when ready to leave the case, 
after absorbing the yolk-sac, it emerges from the square 
end, the other being slightly concave. These cases are 
washed ashore, and those who are unfamiliar with them 
take thenr for some vegetable formation. In England 
they are called “pixey purses” and also “sailor’s purses. 
I have watched the development of the embryo by re- 
moving it from the case and putting it into. a bowl in 
which salt water dropped. e embryo was not ob- 
served from the start, but was in. long, and with eyes 
well developed, but the pectoral fins had not begun to 
expand. The yolk was a flattened disk 114 by }in., 
with a thickness of %in. It was soft, like the yolk of a 
hen’s egg, and instead of being attached directly to the 
abdomen, as the eggs of all fishes which I had previously 
handled are, there was an umbilical cord of an inch in 
length between the embryo and the yolk, hence the 
necessity of the horny covering. Released from the case, 
with the yolk resting at the bottom. the little fellow made 
semi-rotations above the yolk at the length of the cord; 
showing that it was lighter than water, and so it grew 
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until the umbilicus was absorbed, and it gradually became 
a flattened, miniature skate. 

The smallest and most common of our Atlantic skates 
is the “tobacco-box” (Raja erinacea) and it is spiny. 
Raia, or raja, is an old Latin name for an order of 
flat, cartilaginous fishes, allied to the sharks, but having 
the gill slits underneath, and includes the sawfish, the 
skates, the torpedoes, sting-rays and several more. As I 
don’t wish to make this article so bloomin’ scientific 
that no one will read it, I will try to avoid all the dry 
technicalities possible; but the nomenclature of science 
is necessary in order to determine which fish we are 
discussing, as fishermen’s names differ. Now, the specific 
name, erinacea, has no reference to Erin’s green isle, but 
to a hedgehog, because both are prickly; and there you 
are. As this little skate only grows to a length of 18in., 
and half of that is a long, slim tail, we can easily rec- 


a 
BARN-DOOR SKATE. 


From Fishery Industries. 


ognize it among its larger brethren. It has large spines 
on the front of the pectorals, and smaller ones on the 
head and back; is light brown, with round dark spots. 


Some Scientific Explanations. 


Sincé writing this, a friend, one of those inquisitive 
fellows. who “want to know, you know,” sat in my’ study 
and looked at the plate of a skate. Said he: “What you 
have said may be all true, but where are the pectoral 
fins? I only see two little fins away down on the end of 
the tail, which may pass muster as dorsal fins, but I 
am a sinner if I see any pectoral fins. Perhaps they 
are underneath; they are the gill or lung fins, aren’t 
they?” 

“Thanks, my boy; I was going too fast, and if what 
I have said is not plain to you it might not be to others, 
so I will explain. As you look at this picture of a barn- 
door skate you will see two great wing-like projections 
reaching from the tip of its nose td the insertion of the 
tail; these are the pectoral fins, and now that you know 
this, just let me go on writing while you sit down to 
smoke and read.” 

Our species next in size grows to a length of aft., 
always allowing half the length for the tail, and is brown, 
with dark bars and blotches. Its prickles are small 
and sharp, and from this feature it is named after the 
brier rose, R. eglanteria. It is not at all common, and 
many fishermen do not know it. 

Another species not very common is the R. radiata, 
which has a lot of large spines about its head, and a row 
of them extending down its back and tail, which are very 
strong. Once, while fishing near Gloucester, Mass., I 
brought in a large specimen of this fish, which in its 





THE SEA EAGLE, 


From Brookes’ Fishes. 


struggles not only ripped my trousers and drawers from 
thigh to knee, but made some scratches on the covering 
which nature had furnished me that were sore for some 
time after. Further on I will speak of wounds by fish. 

Then we have what the fishermen call the “big skate,” 
the R. ocellata, a name which means eye-spots, and this 
fish, though it grows to be 3ft. long, is not the largest 
skate, notwithstanding the fishermen’s name. It is much 
like the little one first named, but is more thorny, having 
many rows of spines along the back and on the sides of 
the tii, The two largest spots on the rear of the pec- 
torals have a white ring with a dark center. This species 
is sometimes eaten. S 

After naming one fish the “big skate,” and finding one 
that grows to over 4ft.. there was né way to get out of 


it but to call the last fellow “the barn-door skate.” Be- 
ing comparatively smooth, the scientists called it R. 
levis, yet its back is not the slickest thing you ever 
rubbed your cheek against, and adown the tail there are 
a few briers that might chafe strong corduroy, eSpecially 
on the back of the-female, which in all this tribe is more 
strongly armed. The big barn-door has light spots, which 
have darker rings around them, and has the minimum 
rows of teeth. It was Mitchell who named this fish 
“smooth,” but he would never have done so if he had 
once stepped on one with a bare foot, as I once did, while 
bathing ; I did not put on a shoe, nor foot on ground, for 
six long weeks, and at one time there was fear that the 
leg might be amputated. 


Poisoning from Fish Wounds. 


Be it known to all men that there is no fish which has 
poison sacs behind its teeth, as in the serpents, or hollow 
stings with a poison reservoir behind as the bees and 
some other insects have. All these poisons come from a 
hollow tooth, or sting, connected with a reservoir of 
venom. The mosquito and other insects have some 
similar way of poisoning our skins, but I don’t know 
how they do it, as I understand the injection of serpent 
and of stinging insects. The tooth or the sting is hollow 
almost to the point, which is entire. 

In wounds from fish, whether from the thorn on the tail 
of the stifig-ray, called also “stingaree,” the thorn of a 
catfish, or the prickly spines of the perch, it is the slimy 
covering of the spine which acts as any foreign matter 
under our skins will act; even as a sliver of wood will 
fester under the skin, so will fish slime fester and act 
as a poison, but the poison from the wood flows out 
with the pus after the sliver is removed, but poison 
from fish slime lasts longer. It. is not necessary to be 
wounded by a fish in order to be poisoned in the hand: 
a fresh cut made by any instrument is easily poisoned 
if fish slime gets in it. This sort of poisoning does not 
seem to be dangerous, but it is painful, and I never 
tried any remedy for it; just let it run its course and 
heal. 

Capt. C. A. Moloney, C. M. G., in an article on West 
African Fisheries, one of the series published by the 
International Fisheries Exhibition in London in 1883, 
says: “Rays—like to the Aetobatis (eagle ray)—known 
in France as Tantray, are plentiful. * * * Natives 
are much afraid of the attacks of this fish, as the caudal 
spine has been found to be poisonous, and has inflicted 





FLORIDA SEA DEVIL, 


wounds which have proved fatal. Such wounds can be, 

it is said, successfully treated, when handled in time, by 
the natives, who use for the purpose the powdered 
sie spine of like fish, mixed with certain leaves and 
erbs. ‘ 

“I have with me the caudal spine of a small sting-ray 
which was removed from the side of a fisherman at 
Quittah, Gold Coast. Six hours later the man was seen 
by one of the Colonial surgeons, when the wound pre- 
sented a very discolored, unhealthy appearance. The 
man died six days later from empyema, caused by the 
wound.” 

Writing of the poison organs of certain fish, Dr. 
Giinther has said of the sting-rays: “Although they lack 
a special organ secreting poison, or a canal in or on the 
spine by which venomous fluid is conducted, the symp- 
toms caused by a wound from the spine of a sting-ray 
are such as cannot be accounted for merely by the 
mechanical laceration, the pain being intense, and the 
subsequent inflammation and swelling of the wounded 
part terminating not rarely in gangrene.” 

Here is a field for pathologists or toxicologists to 
work in. The subject has interested me from boyhood, 
when I had a thumb ripped open while taking a bull- 
head, alias catfish, from a hook, and mother poulticed 
that painful thumb for a week before the pain ceased 
and the wound began to heal; but that was a glorious 
week! I could not write nor use a slate pencil to figure 
out how many apples John would have left if he let 
William go into his orthard and eat until he was full, 
but with arm-in sling, when in sight of mother, I could 
bait a hook, sling it out from the dock, and if another 
catfish tried to give me the slimy thorn his effort was 
wasted. The lesson was too recent to be lost. 

Do sting-rays shed their thorns, stings, or what- 
ever you may call °em? -Let me say right here that this 
is nota conundrum of which I hold the answer, for I 
know nothing of the subject, as I profess to do im the 
—< Se Si atote meats Oe deter see 
until in carelessly running .through . my. li apened 
the second: volume of “A History of British Fishes,” by R. 








SOUTHERN STING RAY. 


From Fishery Industries. 


nually), and to be replaced by another. These spines 
are sometimes used as a point to arrows and spears, 
for which ‘they are well fitted.” 

I prefer to let this question of the shedding of spines 
go to those who have had better opportunities for ob- 
servation of the sting-ray, my own views are from dis- 
section merely, and may be incorrect. Here is a chance 
for my old friend Prof. C. F. Holder to investigate, be- 
tween his captares of monstrous tunas, and no doubt he 
will be glad of the hint. We were together in the old 
New York Aquarium some twenty odd years ago, and 
then he was fond of problems. The Pacific Coast has 
many skates and rays, stingers among the lot, which, if 
not specifically identical with the Atlantic species, prob- 
ably would not differ in the matter of shedding spines. 


The Skate as Food. 


The skate is good to eat, but being unfamiliar food 
is thrown away by the ton. The reason is that our 
forefathers found such a wealth of sea food that they 
would not eat certain species, and this in their de- 
scendants became prejudice. I have eaten skate in 
Europe, where it is a common fish in the markets, and 
called it good. Of course it does not equal salmon, 
shad, whitefish, trout, bluefish, pompano, striped bass 
and other first-class fishes, but it is good; as good as 
many salt-water fishes that are sold in our markets and 
superior to most fresh-water fish. This is of course only 





THE SKATE. 
From Brookes’ Fishes. 


the judgment of one man’s palate, who would prefer a 
few- pounds of skate to a ton of carp. . F 
mes nee eaten skate in pemesicn, and ound it 
‘ood. n ¢€ great pectoral fins are eaten, an ese 
i Bren s extending across them, which are 
easily managed. ey are fried or broiled, as I have 
be cooked in other ways. 
New York city has, in the tenement districts, at least 
300,000 people w be glad to buy skates at 2 
i wholesome and brought 
y to Cape Cod there are 
at leet: be Saeed nee - WEE. Son waste on an 
average thr it 
day, which at 1 cent a 
would foot up to 
— ao eo: : 
€ poor’ w = . Id 
New York, at wholesale, as low as a cent a pound gn 


Hamilton, "London, who, after quoting Yarrell.on the 
serrated spine of the sting-ray, says: ‘Formerly this 
weapon was considered to. be of a very formidable char- 
acter, as it was thought to possess poisonous qualities; 
this, however, has been completely disproved. It ap- 
pears to be deciduous at certain intervals (perhaps an- 





its 


BS fae re ree 











~ 






- 


Dec.: 17; 1898.] 


AND STREAM. 


. 491 





extraordinary occasions, and there has been such a glut 
of mackerel that 5 cents would buy a wheelbarrow load 
-at the smacks, and then the push-cart man made a. 
harvest and the poor were gladdened. Such gluts do 
not occur often, and are only cited to show what might 
be done with an edible fish which is now a curse to the 
fishermen if the poor could only have it brought to their 
doors, for they do not go to market, but depend on the 
push-cart man, whose meat, fish and vegetables have 
often been discarded from the stalls in wealthier local- 
ities. 

Looking back on the list of our five Atlantic skates, 
I am prompted to quote the following from “Fisheries 
Industries of the United States”: ‘They are all trouble- 
some to the fisherman, clogging his lines and pound nets; 
but none of them are of. the slightest economical value 
except the so-called barn-door skate, Raia levis, which 
is oe salted for use by the fishermen of Ports- 
mouth, -N. H., and which has, within the last two or 
three years 2 in 1884) attracted some notice in 
New York. iss Corson, in her cooking school, has 
called attention to its excellent qualities as a food fish, 
and skates may be found on the bills of fare at certain 
restaurants, such as Moquin’s on Fulton street. Only 
oe. or the fleshy flaps to the pectoral fins, are 
used. 

In the “Angler’s Note Book,” published by William 
Satchell & Co., London, 1880, a periodical that, like the 
food,” died young, I find the following on page 9: 
“The peasantry of Western Ireland will not eat skate, 
however plentiful that fish may be and however famished 
themselves are. It has been suggested that this supersti- 
tion, for such it may be deemed, arises from the re- 
semblance which the fish, with its depending rays, bears 
to the human face, and possibly to medieval repre- 
sentations of the Virgin Mary. Is the repugnance to be 
otherwise accounted for?” 

This incites the remark that in confinement the skate 
presents a beautiful flying mode of progress, using its 
great pectoral wings in the slow, loggy manner of the 
blue heron, or measured rhythm of a bird of prey, and it 
will shoot up the glass side of the tank and present a 
semi-human face, which is comical; its lower nostrils 
simulating eyes, while its gill slits resemble whiskers 
of the Horace Greeley style. This line of thought leads 
me to speak of 


The Skate as a Mermaid. 


There are persons who do not believe that there are 
mermaids, but I know positively that there are such 
things, and I have seen them. About sea serpents I 
am open to conviction; there mought be sea serpents, 
and ag’in there moughtent. Not having seen one of 
their skeletons, hides, hoofs, nor toe nails, I can’t affirm 





Figure of clear-nosed skate (R. eglanteria), showing eggs in 
position in the oviducts, a. a., eggs; b. b., ovaries with im- 
mature eggs; c., junction of the ovi ducts, 


nor deny their existence. But mermaids! How can I 
refuse to believe in them when I have made dozens of 
them? 

Look at that figure of a barn-door skate. It is a 
dorsal view, but cut out the tail far up, leaving the two 
“claspers” for legs, take all the~flesh possible, turn 
back the pectorals, draw out the mouth and tie a cord 
temporarily about the head to make a neck, and there 
you are. 

I made an elaborate “mermaid” from a skate in 
1880, trimmed it with skirts from the pectoral fins, and 
took it to the Berlin Fischerei Ausstellung, and sold it 
for $50 to a German scientist, who was fully aware what 
the thing was made from. I took it over as a bit of 
fun, with no intention to deceive, nor desire to sell, but 
an offer of 200 marks,-in good faith, left the “mermaid” 
in Germany. 

That my monstrosity pleased a German scientist, who 
had never seen such a perversion of nature’s handi- 
work, was amusing to me, as this form of mermaid is 
quite common; but I failed for a long time to recognize 
a picture of it by Brookes, which he called the “sea 
eagle.” In 1763 there was published “The Natural History 
of Fishes and Serpents, Including Sea Turtles, Crusta- 
ceans and Shell Fishes, with their Medicinal Uses. By 
R. Brookes, M.D., author of the ‘General Practice of 
Physic.’ London, printed for J. Newbery at the Bible 
and Sun, in St. Paul’s Churchyard.” 

I picked up Vol. III. of this quaint old work, and 
among other things found the cut of the sea eagle, with 
the following description, under the head of “Cartila- 
ginous Flatfish”: “The sea eagle has a head almost 
like that of a toad, and the eyes are large, round and 
prominent. The sides are expanded like wings, and the 
tail is long and slender, being sometimes above two 
ells in length. It is armed with a long, sharp weapon, 
and the body in: bigness exceeds a fire-flaire (sting- 
ray?), and the weapon is not less dangerous than that 
of the fire-flaire, being greatly dreaded by fishermen. 
The mouth’ is full of teeth, and the skin is soft and 
smooth; the upper part being livid and the under white. 
They are generally taken very small, but some have 
been found to weigh 3oolbs. It may be distinguished 
from other cartilaginous fish by the length of its tail and 
by its large w or spine, which is sometimes single 
and conaadiinss teable, but always venomous. It is an 
inhabitant of the Mediterranean Sea, and is often brought 
to Rome and Naples. The flesh is smooth and moist, 
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with a rank nauseous smell, and therefore is seldom or 
never eaten.” 

Verily, there is nothing new under the sun! After 
puzzling’ over what I thought to be a bit of imagination 
in the production of the “sea eagle,” I came into posses- 
sion of Ogilby’s “America,” published early in the 
seventeenth century, and there was a figure which made 
a connecting link’ between my mermaids and the “sea 
eagle.” But Dr. Brookes put a clown’s hat on his aquatic 
bird, placed feathers in its wings and worked out its 
tail with a scroll saw; Ogilby made his monster fly over 
the water! This shows how writers of a century or two 
ago used to copy from each other without credit. I 
can’t find my copy of Ogilby; it is in storage, but it 
would be interesting to know how far back this fraud 
has been practiced. 


° Skins of the Rays. 


Simmonds, “The Commercial Products of the Sea,” 

London, 1879, says: “The quantity of ray skins, dried or 
salted, imported into France in 1863 was about 18,- 
ooolbs. weight, principally from Portugal. Formerly 
they used to fetch as high as seven francs the pound; now 
they may be had for Is. a pound. 
_ “The best galuchat, or what we should call shagreen, 
is made from the skin of the sephen (a sting-ray, Hy- 
polophus sephen of the Arabian coast—F. M.), which 
abounds in the Mediterranean Sea. * * * This 
skin is remarkable for the size of its osseus protuber- 
ances. * * ¥* 

These skins are used by workers in wood and ivory 
for rubbing down and polishing their work. and are pre- 
ferred to either sand or emery paper. They are also 
utilized in covering sword hilts, cases of mathematical 
instruments and other objects where a hard surface is 
desired, and also for ornament on jewel cases. When 
ornament is desired the tubercles are rubbed down unfil 
they show a pearly interior, which contrasts beautifully 
with the several dyes that are first applied to the skin. 

An intermediate species between the rays and the 
sharks is the hideous animal called in derision “angel 
fish,” a name that scientists have perpetuated in Squa- 
tina angelus—the squat angel! But from the skin of 
this -beast are made the most beautiful sea-green cover- 
ings for jewel boxes and other articles of vertu. 

All this food, and the by-products of the rays, are 
wasted with us, the matter is considered to be too 
trifling; but we import the prepared und manufactured 
skins of skates and waste tons of good food daily because 
the day has not come when we must make the most of 
what nature has bountifully provided. The day is com- 
ing, and there is a fortune for the man whe takes hold 
of the great waste of our fishes and saves it. All the 
skates are not wasted. Those taken by the menhaden 
steamers are turned into “scrap,” mixed with the phos- 
phate rock from the Carolinas, and come back to us in 
vegetation of some kind, but this is not the way to get 
the most out of these fishes. As a fertilizer, a t1olb. 
skate may be worth a small fraction of a cent. Under 
intelligent handling, the tons of skates which are daily 
caught from Cape May to Cape Cod should yield a 
large revenue to the fishermen and to others who 
handle-+them. 

“What's that? why don’t I go-into it?” Bless you, 
the work needs a man to go out among the fishermen 
night and day, and to have enough pennies in his sock 
to live while the business was working up. I have 
neither youth nor pennies, and am content to say that 
when we Americans come to the-point where we will 
utilize all of nature’s gifts, we will then.take our place in 
the front rank of all nations, for we have both the ma- 
terial and the ingenuity to make use of it. Among our 
neglected material for economic ,use is the skate, and 
its relatives, the rays. 

The illustration of what Mr. Mather calls a mermaid 
is from a photograph sent to the Forest AND STREAM 
by Dr. ames A. Henshall, author of the “Book of the 
Black Bass.” The photograph is by Woodward, of Titus- 
ville, Fla., who has devised this legend for the back of the 
card: “This wonderful curiosity was taken at Matanzas 
Inlet, Florida, by a party of gentlemen fishing in October, 
1893, and has been pronounced by eminent doctors and 
naturalists to be a connecting link between the fish and 
the bird. Webster describes it as the sea devil, in part. 
The American Encyclopedia and History makes no men- 
tion of anything of its kind.” 


Fishing at- Anglesea, N. J. 


No place along the Jersey coast can offer as many in- 
ducements, and no place is less frequented by New York- 
ers, than Anglesea, N. J. This little fishing village is 
situated at the outlet of Hereford Inlet, and at the eastern 
end of Five-Mile Beach, which is famous for beautiful 
Holly Beach and Wildwood. Probably the many changes 
one has to make to reach Anglesea from New York have 
something to do with its obscurity—ferry to Jersey, train 
to Haddon Avenue Station, Camden, South Jersey train 
to Cape May Court House, where one is liable to wait an 
hour for the old “Mud-hen,” which is made up of a 
rickety freight engine and a superannuated smoking 
car. This is the worst part of the journey. Mosquitoes 
and green-head flies infest the marshes in swarms; and 
owing to the slow pace of the train the insects have full 
play. I doubt if Alaska, in all the glory of her short 
summer, can give points to the marsh on mosquito breed- 
ing. 

At the end of the joutney one is well repaid for all 
hardships of the trip. As you stand on the station plat- 
form the outlook is picturesque, to stay the least. Seven- 
Mile Beach boldly throws out a sandy arm into the 
swift out-rushing current of Hereford Inlet, while Five- 
Mile Beach gives away, seemingly, after a useless strug- 
gle, and extends out to sea at right angles to its sister 
points. The great lighthouse looms up boldly near the 
point as a comrade of the life-saving station, the two 
together bearing mute testimony of the power of the old 
ocean. The fresh salty breeze bears to our ears the 
minor protest of the bell-buoy. Such a situation is en- 
trancing; we linger on the platform for some minutes 
after the “Mud-hen” has puffed herself away into the 
gathering dusk. . Say ; 

Anglesea boasts of three hotels—Schirmes’s and the 





Hereford ‘for fishermen,.and the Anglesea Hotel for the 
more fastidious. Several small fishing sloops make daily 
trips to the fishing banks, and on favorable days those 
who make the trip at a doHar a head are loaded down 
with ‘sea bass, croakers and bluefish. In the inlet the 
still-water fishing is equally as good, and any of the nu- 
merous captains can place you on a fishing ground which 
would be productive of fine sport. Weakfish, hake (king- 
fish?) and sea bass are exceedingly plentiful. Off the 
front beach black and red drum are caught in certain sea- 
sons. Aside from the wealth of fish, very fair rail and 
snipe shooting is. to be had in the early spring. In sum- 
ming up the resources of Anglesea I will recommend it 
to any sportsman in search of a good outing—providing 
he can stand the onslaught of myriads of mosquitoes and 
green-heads, which take possession when the wind is off 
shore. Cuas. G. BLANDFoRD. 


The Fennel. 


Fixtures. 
BENCH SHOWS. 
Feb. 21-24.—Twenty-third annual show of the Westminster Ken- 
nel Club at Madison Square Garden, New York. 
FIELD TRIALS. 
1399. 


Jan. 16.—West Point, Miss.—U. S. F. T. C. winter trials. W. B. 
Stafford, See’y. , : ‘ 

Feb. 6.—Madison, Ala.—Alabama Field Trial Club’s third annual 
trials. T. H. Spencer, Sec’y. 


o 6 s 
Continental Field Trials. 

Tue field trials of the Continental Field Trial Club, run 
at Lexington, N. C., commencing Dec. 5 and ending on 
Saturday of that week, were a success in every particular. 
The stakes were well filled, according to the support 
given in latter days, birds were abundant, the grounds 
as a whole were good, horses and wagons were quite 
sufficient for the purposes required, and last, but no least, 
a more congenial gathering of sportsmen never as- 
sembled at a field trial. The president of the club, Mr. 
Hobart Ames, of North Easton, Mass., was present from 
start to finish; Mr. Chas. A. Keyes, of East Peperell, 
Mass., farnous in the dog world as a terrier breeder, en- 
joyed the trials greatly; Mr. Frank Fleer, of Philadelphia, 
was present a part of the time, and Dr. J. S. Brown, of 
Montclair, N. J., was present on Monday. There were 
also present Messrs. Edm. H. Osthaus, Toledo, O.; 
Irving Hoagland, New Brunswick, N. J.; W. B. Meares, 
Hillsboro, N. C.; J. H. Ogden, J. L. Wolfenden and 
Dr. R. H. Harte, Philadelphia; R. V. Fox, Harrisburg; 
Theodore Sturges, Edward C. Hoyt, J. B. Baker and 
Arthur Stern, New York; Theodore R. Hoyt, Boston; 
F. H. Beall, Linwood, N. C.; Major J. M. Taylor, Ruth- 
erford, N. J.; C. W. Buttles, Columbus, O.; Capt. C. 
E. McMurdo, Charlottesville, Va.; Mr. S. C. Bradley 
and daughter, Miss E. B. Bradley, Greenfield Hill, 
Conn.; Leon E. Gray, Salisbury, N. C., and many gen- 
tlemen of local domicile whose names I did not learn. 

There were present many well-known handlers, namely, 
C. E. Buckle, S. C. Bradley, D. E. Rose, Victor Hum- 
phrey, John White, C. Tucker, W. H. Hammond, W. J. 
Giles; and R. Storey and J. Armstrong—Messrs. 
Brokaw’s and Gould’s trainers respectively, who are both 
training at High Point, N. C.—were present a day. 

The judges in the Derby and All-Age stakes were 
Messrs. W. B. Meares, Hillsboro, N. C.; Edm. H. 
Osthaus, Toledo, O.; and Irving - Hoagland, New 
Brunswick, N. J. In the Free For All Mr. Theo. Sturges 
acted in place of Mr. Osthaus, who ran Ripsey in that 
stake. They were diligent and attentive from start to 
finsh, and their awards in the majority of instances were 
heartily indorsed. They were handicapped in conducting 
the running by not having a knowledge of the grounds, 
so that there were delays between the heats in con- 
sequence, though none of the delays were of important 
length. The grounds are excellent as a whole for field 
trial purposes, though a part is rather heavily grown 
up to pine thickets. 

Mr. W. F. Thomason, of Lexington, who acted as 
guide to the Central Field Trial Club judges through 
many years, was the guide this year. 

The headquarters were at the March House, but not 
the March House famous in the gatherings of the Central 
Club. The old March House was burned. Mrs. March, 
the gentle, matronly landlady, passed away before that 
event, and Mr. March, who loved apple-jack unwisely, 
passed away soon afterward. The new March House is 
unlike the old rambling homelike structure, with its 
rooms opening on balconies, and halls opening on no- 
where, in every respect. Instead of search party for the 
descendant of a Senegambian king to build a fire, one 
now presses an electric button, and the colored boy 
instantly comes a-running up the stairs and through 
the hall with a thunder of shoe leather not unlike the 
noise of a runaway horse on a bridge. 

But it was very comfortable, and Mr. Springs, the 
landlord, did his best to make every one comfortable. 

The grounds contained an abundance of birds. A large 
part of them were the same used by the Central, and 
were associated with the victories of Rowdy Rod, Harry 
C., Sam C., Rip Rap, King’s Mark, Chance, Roger, 
Lebanon, Duke of Hessen, Pontiac, Prince Lucifer, 
Simonides, Antonio, King of Kent, Wun Lung, Hope’s 
Mark, Bob Cooper, Promotion, Paul Bo, Orlando, Count 
Gladstone, Maid of Kent, and a-host of others, most of 
which have taken the plunge into eternal darkness. 

The club held a meeting on the evening of Dec. 9. It 
was decided that four stakes will be run next year, name- 
ly, a Derby, open to all setter and pointer puppies 
whelped on or after Jan. 1, 1898. First forfeit $10, due 
Aug. -1; second forfeit $10, due Oct. 1; $10 additional to 
start. Entries close Aug. 1. Purse $500; to first, $250; 
second, $150; third, $100. 

All-Age Stake, open to all setters and pointers which 
have not won hrst in any all-age stake of previous seasons 
in any recognized field trial. Entries close on Oct. 15, 
with $10 forfeit, $20 additional to start; Purse the same 
in amount and its division as in the Derby. 
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A sweepstake, open to all setters and pointers, re- 
gardless oi prior winnings; starting fee, $25; entries close 
the night before the race; first heat, one and one-half 
hours; 60 per cent. to first, 40 per cent. to second, third 
dog saves his stake. 

A Members’ Stake, $10 sweep: open also to the 
members of the E. F. T. Club; each member must own 
the dog which he starts, or be a member of the kennel 
firm which owns him. 

Officers were elected as follows: President, Hobart 
Ames, North E aston, Mass.; Vice-Presidents, Edward 
Dexter, Boston, Mass., and Edmund H. Osthaus, Toledo, 
O.; Governors, Hobart Ames, J. B. Baker, New York; 
Dr, J. S. Brown, Montclair, N. J.; Edward Dexter, Bos- 
ton,; H, K. Devereaux, Cleveland, O.; C.*H. Phelps, 
Jr., New York; C. A. Draper, Toledo; P. Lorillard, Jr., 
Tuxedo, N. J.; W. B. Meares, Hillsboro, N. C.; Edm. 
H. Osthaus, Toledo; Theo. Sturges, New York. 

The names of new members elected are Theo. B. Hoyt, 
Boston; Chas. W. Keyes, Dr. C. B. Russell, Keene, N. 
H.; A. Stern, J. B. Baker, Geo. Crocker and Edw. C. 
Hoyt, New York; Irving Hoagland, New Brunswick; 
W. Hoyt, Lexington, N. C. : 

All the indebtedness of past and present trials was 
settled, and the club now has a ‘bright prospect for its 
future success. 

A meeting will be held at the New York bench show in 
February. ' 


The Derby. 


The competition was exceedingly weak, and indeed 
much of it was of such inferior quality that it was not 
competition at all. The judging was a difficult.task, con- 
sequent to the flatness and weakness of the competition. 
There was so little of a class character that the data for 
a decision were very meager. 

Colonel R. came nearest to a class performer, though 
his point work was marred by a lack of stanchness 
and finish, He was fast, ranged wide ahd with fair 
judgment, and he was quick and accurate in his bird 
work so far as locating is concerned, but he made er- 
rors of judgment in his point work. He, however, was 
not a willful offender. He also marred his work some- 
what by ‘fiddling with little birds. He showed good 
quality, and if he trains on will make a good performer. 
However, had the competition been ordinarily strong 
- would need to be content with a humbler place than 
irst. 

Lad of Jingo, second, owed his position to his skill 
on birds. He relatively found and pointed well, though 
his range was moderate and his speed varied from 
ordinary to slow. His win was due largely to the weak- 
ness of the competition. 

Count Danstone, third, was not running in good 
form. He beat out his ground with poor judgment. He 
was faster and a wider ranger than Young Jingo, but 
his bird workewas so weak that it placed him in third 
place. 

All the others were either so disobedient or so medi- 
ocre in the quality of their work that there is nothing 
specially noteworthy to mention in respect to merit. 

P. Lorillard, jr.’s, b., w. and t. setter dog Pink’s Boy 
(Gleam’s Pink—Belle of Pawling), C, Tucker, handler, 
with Charlottesville Field Trial Kennels’ b. and w. 
ticked pointer bitch Ranee (Rip Rap—Toxic), C. E. 
Buckle, handler. 

H. R. Hitcheock’s b., w. and t. setter dog Colonel 
R. (Harwick—Trap, Jr.), Geo. E. Gray, handler, with 
D. E. Rose (agt.), b., w. and t. setter bitch Lena B. 
(Tony Boy—Nellie C.), agent, handler. 

Mrs. R. P. Carroll’s b., w. and t. setter dog Halbard 
(Count Gladstone IV.—Iza), John White, handler, with 
Fox & Blythe’s lem. and w. setter bitch Rita’s Flounce 
(Antonio—Rita H.), R. V. Fox, handler. 

Mrs. R. P. Carroll’s b., w. and t. setter dog Tabard 
(Count Gladstone IV.—Iza), John White, handler, with 
Jackson-Denmark Kennels’ b., w. and t. setter bitch 
Marie Girard (Count Gladstone IV.—Lillian Russell), 
Geo. E, Gray, handler. 

Fox & Blythe’s b., w. and t. setter bitch Nightingale 
(Antonio—Rita H.), R. V. Fox, handler, with Char- 
lottesville Field Trial Kennels’ liv. and w. pointer bitch 
Nana (Rip Rap—Toxic), C. E. Buckle, handler. 

J. P. Greene’s b., w. and t. setter dog Count Danstone 
(Count Gladstone IV.—Dan’s Lady), Geo. E. Gray, 
handler, with W. P. Austin’s liv. and w. pointer dog 
Lad of Jingo (Jingo—Dot’s Pearl), D. E. Rose, hand- 
l > 
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H. K. Devereaux’s 0. and w. setter dog Young Sport 
(Marie’s Sport—Nellie Bly), Geo. E. Gray, handler, with 
Hobart Ames’ b., w. and t. setter dog Dewey (Tony 
Boy—Nellie C.), D. E. Rose, handler. 

Miss Constance Parson’s b., w. and t. setter dog Ber- 
ber (Antonio—Laski), John White, handler, with Pierre 
Lorillard, Jr.’s, b., w. and t. setter dog Jean de Reszke 
(Gleam’s Pink—Dell V.), C. Tucker, handler. 

This stake was open to all setters and pointers whelped 
on or after Jan. 1, 1897. First. forfeit, due Aug. 1, $10; 
second forfeit, due Oct. 1, $10: $10 additional to start. 
First, $250; second, $150; third, $100. 


Monday, Dec. 5. 


The weather was clear. A stiff, cold wind blew in the 
morning hours. The sun shone clear and bright. -As 
the sun rose higher the frozen crust of the mud thawed, 
and the footing was soft and heavy throughout the day. 
Birds were found in ample numbers. Considering the 
poor searching abilities of the dogs, a remarkable num- 
ber-of bevies was found. 

The class of work was decidedly inferior. No dog 
made a well-sustained performance. Those taken into 
the second series, in most instances, merited the honor, 
not particularly because they had performed well, but 
because others had performed worse. 


First Round. 


Pink’s Boy and Ranee were cast off at 8:30. A cold, 
raw wind was blowing. Pink’s Boy pointed a bevy, and 
Ranee backed. They were steady to shot. Sent on. 
Next Ranee passed close by a bevy in sedge, which it 
seemed quite possible for her to point. Next she flushed 
a single, Several opportunities to point were lost, the 
birds being flushed by the handl Searching for 


ers. 
another bevy, Ranee pointed on the trail, then roaded 


- a single. 
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on and lost it. The bevy was afterward flushed by her 
handler. The bird work as a whole was poor. Both 
— fairly well and had a merry way of going. Up 
at 9:21. - . 

olonel R. and Lena B. started at 9:34. Colonel 
flushed a bevy. On the scattered birds he made four 
good points; Lena made two. Next Colonel pointed 
a single in weeds, and Lena going down wind flushed it. 
Next Colonel pointed a single in-open weeds; he chased 
it a few yards, when it flushed, but stopped to order. 
He next made two points to which nothing was found. 
Lena backed reliably. Colonel was much the wider 
ranger, and- more, dashing in speed and style. Lena 
had moderate range and speed. Up at 10:22. 

Halbard and Rita’s Flounce were cast off at 10:34. Hal- 
bard covered a very limited area, and his speed was 
moderate. He pointed a bevy, coming on it more by 
good luck than by good searching. On the scattered 
birds he pointed one, and Rita backed unsteadily. Next 
Halbard pointed a rabbit. Up at 11:10. Rita ranged 
with little judgment, and covered but a moderate area 
of ground. The heat as a whole was a poor one. 

Talbard and Marie Girard began at 11:21. Marie 
flushed a bevy in weeds. Two more bevies flushed close 
by afterward. One was followed into the woods. Tal- 
bard pointed a single, and Marie backed poorly. The 
heat was inferior in every respect. Up at 12:05. 

Nightingale and Nana started. at 1:23, after lunch. 
Two bevies were flushed soon after the dogs started, 
each dog being suspiciously close, and presumably each 
had a bevy flush on the demerit side of the account. 
Next Nana roaded sharply to a flush on a single bird in 
sedge. Sent on. Both roaded riotously on a trail in 
corn. Nightingale pointed the bevy, and Nana came 
racing in toward her. Both broke in and flushed the 
bevy. Next Nightingale pointed a single of the scattered 
birds*in pine woods, and Nana flushed twice. Sent on. 
Nana pointed a bevy at the edge of woods. Up at 
1:58. Both were quick, sharp workers, but rather law- 
less, showing lack of perfect training. Nightingale had 
the better of the heat. 

Count Danstone and Lad of Jingo were started at 
2:03. Soon after starting, Lad pointed and Count 
backed; nothing found. Lad pointed a bevy in corn 
and Count backed. Lad was a bit unsteady to shot. 
Next Count pointed at the same time that a single 
flushed. Still in corn, Lad pointed some scattered birds. 
Dan pointed footscent. Lad next pointed a single ih 
corn, moved on and several more flushed. Next he 
pointed a single bird. Sent on. Lad pointed, then 
roaded to a point on the bevy. Up at 2:40. Count was 
not showing the form he displayed at Newton. His range 
was narrower, and he was not exercising his best judg- 
ment. Jingo showed some good work on birds. His 
range was from middling to narrow in its scope, and 
his judgment was not exercised at its best. 

Young Sport and Dewey started at 2:48. Sport 
pointed a bevy and Dewey jumped in to a stanch back. 
Both were steady to shot. On the scattered birds 
Dewey made two points and two flushes; Sport, two 
points. In open weeds a bewy flushed close in front-of 
them. Sport had moderate range and speed. Neither 
one used good judgment in beating out his ground. The 
heat as a whole was but moderately fair. Up at 3:27. 

Berber and Jean de Reszke were cast off at 3:41. Each 
made a point to which nothing was found. Jean flushed 
a bevy in a cornfield. A short search was made for the 
scattered birds without finding any of them. In a corn- 
field Jean stopped. and was just steadying to a point 
when the bevy flushed. Up at 4:30. Both had good 
speed and fair range, but were lacking in judgment in 
beating out their ground. The bird work was very 
meager and awkwardly done considering the oppor- 
tunities. 

This heat ended the day’s competition. 


Tuesday, Dec. 6. 


The morning was clear and frosty. ‘A gentle breeze 
blew betimes during the day. When the early morning 
was past, the frost melted away; mud took the place of 
the frozen crust, and the weather became warm and 
pleasant. Birds were found in sufficient numbers. The 
work was markedly devoid of any commendable class 


work, 
Second Round. 


Six dogs were retained in the competition. They were 
run in manner as follows: 

Lad of Jingo and Nightingale were cast off at 8:36. 
In pines Nightingale flushed a bevy. Sent on. Next 
Nightingale and her handler, near together, flushed a 
bevy. Lad pointed, apparently on footscent. Nothing 
“found. Nightingale pointed a single in pine woods 
and was steady to shot. The heat was a poor. one. 
Nightingale showed speed, dash and range, but her 
point work was poor. She also showed insufficient 


training. Lad was slow, pottered at times, but was 
steady and-reliable in his work to the gun. Up at 9:27. 
Count Danstone and Tabard were cast off at 9:41. 


Count pointed a bevy in the open, and Tabard ran into 
a good back or point. On the scattered birds in 
woods Count made a good point on a _ single 
and was well backed. Next Count dropped to a point, 
probably on footscent; nothing found. At the same time 
Tabard roaded and several singles flushed. Up at 10:18. 
Tabard was hard to handle, particularly on, singles, and 
his judgment in ranging was poor. 

Co]. R. and Pink’s Boy were cast off at 10:30. Colonel 
flushed a bevy in open sedge, and stopped steady to 
order. Next he made a point in woods; nothing found. 
Boy in the meantime was lost. Sent on, he next found 
and pointed a bevy, and afterward made a good point on 
Boy was very disobedient. Both were fast. 
Colonel was the better ranger. Up at 11:12. 

Final. , 

The judges announced: that Colonel R. and Lad of 
Jingo would be run after’ lunch, ey were started 
at 12:55. Lady flushed a single bird in sedge. Colonel 
pointed a bevy in corn. He was exceedingly fortunate 


in having it stay to his point, as he was very close in 
an it. ° hee Colonel was far the faster and better 
ranger. 


Nat's Sasew ng: et pe en oe 
toler, Soe ene Oy to the gun. This heat 
ended the stake. 
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The judges announced the winners as follows: First, 
Colonel R.; second, Lad of Jingo; third, Count Dan- 
stone, 

Tabard was difficult to handle, and on scattered birds 
in woods worked as.pleased himself. His range was nar- 
row, he worked the same ground over repeatedly, and 
came in behind his handler. There was no judgment in 
his work. Up at 10:18. 

Colonel R. dnd Pink’s Boy were started at “10:30. 
Colonel began the bird work by flushing a bevy in the 
open, and was steady to order. Next, in pine woods, 
Colonel pointed; nothing was found. In the meantime 
Pink’s Boy was lost for a while. 


The All-Age Stake. 


The All-Age Stake was begun ifmmediately after the 
conclusion of the Derby. There were thirteen starters, 
which were run in the following order: 

W. W. Titus’ b., w. and t. setter dog Joe Cummings 
(Antonio—Piccaola), Victor Humphreys, handler, with 
J. P. Green’s liv. and w. pointer dog Young Jingo (Jingo 
—Pearl’s Dot), Geo. E. Gray, handler. 

Leon Ernest Seay’s liv. and w. setter dog Dick (Dick 
Noble—Donna), owner, handler, with J. B. Bisbee’s b. 
and w. ticked pointer dog Ripstone (Rip Rap—Pearl’s 
Dot), W. H. Hammond, handler. 

Edwards & Devereaux’s b., w. and t. setter dog Uncle 
B. (Harwick—Dan’s Lady), Geo. E. Gray, handler, with 
Tyro Kennels’ liv. and w. pointer dog St. Clair (Rob—- 
Ripsey), W. J. Giles, handler. 

Charlottesville Field Trial Kennels’ b. b. setter bitch 
Pin Money (Count Gladstone—Daisy Croft), C. E. 
Buckle, handler, with Fox & Blythe’s setter dog Dave 
Earl (Count Gladstone—Dan’s Lady), R. V. Fox, 
handler. 

Del Monte Kennels’ o. and w. setter bitch Minnie’s Girl 
(Antonio—Minnie T.), S. C. Bradley, handler, with D. 
E. Rose, (agt.) b., w. and t. setter bitch Pearl R. (Sam 
Gross—Donna Inez). 

W. Gould Brokaw’s liv. and w. setter bitch Forest Belle 
(Edgemark—Bell), W. H. Hammond, handler, with D. 
E. Rose (agt.) b., w. and t. setter dog Sport McAllister 
(Tony Boy—Blue), D. E. Rose, handler. 

Del Monte Kennels’ b., w. and t. setter dog Sam T. 
(Luke Roy—Betty B.), a bye, S. C. Bradley, handler. 

This stake was open to all setters and pointers which 
had not won first in any all-age stake at any recognized 


field trial. Entries closed on Oct. 15, with $10 forfeit; 
$10 additional to start. Prizes, first, $250; second, $150; 
third, $100. 


Joe Cummings, the winner of first, ran a well sustained 
race throughout. He showed excellent judgment in 
seeking his birds, and in locating and pointing. them. 
His range was wide, and his speed was fast and well 
sustained. He° was easily the best competitor in this 
stake. 

Pin Money, winner of second, did not make a well-sus- 
tained competition, though parts of it were excellent. She 
ranged fast and wide, covered a great deal of ground, but 
seemed to be frolicking rather than hunting at times. 

Young Jingo, third, ran quite a good race throughont, 
and I preferred his work to that of second. He is a bit 
weak in finding ability. though he ranges fairly well and 
uses good judgment. He is very strong in work on scat- 
tered birds. 

First Round. , 


Joe Cummings and Young Jingo were cast off at 1:38. 
Jingo stopped and was moving cautiously when he flushed 
a single bird in sedge. Both dogs were ranging with good 
judgment, very fast and wide, Joe going the wider. Joe 
made a good point on a bevy in sedge, and Jingo backed 
him well. Jingo next made two good points on singles 
and Joe backed the last one or pointed the birds. Sent 
on, both again hunted well for bevies. Joe wheeled 
prettily to a point on a bevy in sedge beside a ditch. On 
the scattered birds Joe made a point. presumably on foot 
scent, after he pointed a single, and Jingo close by pointed, 
or backed. Jingo next pointed a single, and Joe pointed 
or backed. Next Jingo pointed some scattered birds, after 
which Joe pointed foot scent. The birds ran a great deal. 
Their work was sharp“and accurate, with the heat in 
favor of Joe. Up at 2:22. 

Dick Noble and Ripstone began at 2:27, and ran till 
2:58. The heat was inferior, neither dog ranging wide 
nor fast, and the pointing and finding were very ordinary. 
Ripstone made three flushes on scattered birds, and two 
points on singles. Dick pointed a single bird and made 
an uncertain point on a bevy. 

Uncle B. and St. Clair started at 3:04. Within a few 
yards of starting in corn Uncle pointed a bevy. Sent on. 
Next St. Clair pointed a bevy in corn. At the same 
time, Uncle in another part of the same cornfield pointed 
a bevy. Near the railroad, Clair flushed a bevy. Next, in 
woods, he pointed a bevy. Uncle pointed a single in 
woods. Next he made a point in high weeds; nothing 
found. Up at 3:50. The ranging was middling. 

Pin Money and Dave Earl were cast off at 4:24. Soon 
after starting Dave was lost. After about twenty minutes’ 
search he was found pointing a bevy within fair limits- 
of the course. Pin was held up in the meantime. They 
were brought together and sent on again. Pin pointed 
a sparrow. Next Pin was lost, and Dave was held up 
while a search was made for her. Soon after she was 
found the heat ended. Time, 5:20. Pin Money was going 
very fast and wide, but was not paying proper attention 
with her nose. -She seemed to be frolicking more than 
searching. The heat was very unsatisfactory. 

This heat ended the day’s work. 


Wednesday, Dec. 7. 


The day was clear, bright and pleasant; there was a 
gentle breeze at times, with a slight chill in it, but on the 
whole it was a first rate day for field work. An eariy . 
start was contemplated, and the judges and reporters 
were on the grounds in _ season. - Unfortunately 
some of the wagons, which left town a few minutes late, 
took the wrong road neaf the grounds selected for the 


start, and a delay was caused thereby. Birds 
eats i Acne Sag mre 
, Sore and a yee ak ees 
previous evening. were cast off at 9:40: 
Pin pointed a bevy in sedge and was steady to shot. Dave 
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was not near to back. Moved on and soon Dave bolted. 
He was gone quite a while. One of the spectators saw 
him crossing a cotton patch entirely out of bounds. He 
disa red near the end of some woods close by, and 
shortly afterward was found there pointing a bevy. Pin 
was held up in the meantime. Soon afterward they were 
ordered up. Pin Money ran with great speed and ranged 
wide, but she noticed small birds more than was becom- 
ing, and was a bit frivolous at times. Dave worked well 
to the gun part of the time, and part of the time he did 
not. 

Minnie’s Girl and Pearl R. commenced at 10:21. Girl 
was lost in woods soon after starting. When found, the 
dogs were brought together, and were cast off in the 
open. In open grass both made game. Pearl passed 
close by the bevy; Minnie roading about, pointed it ac- 
curately} Pearl backed; both were steady to shot. Sent 
on. Pearl pointed a bevy in open sedge; Minnie brought 
up to back, passed to one side about 15yds. and flushed 
the bevy. The birds were followed. Pearl pointed, prob- 
ably on footscent; Minnie at the same time pointed on 
plowed ground about 4oyds. ahead; the birds were flushed 
close by by the horsemen. Next Minnie pointed in sedge; 
probably the birds were running; Minnie roaded on and 
steadied to point; her handler thought that she had not 
quite located, urged her on and the birds flushed. Next 
both pointed in sedge; nothing was found. Up at 11:05. 
Pearl pointed frequently on footscent, and was not skill- 
ful in accurate locating, though she pointed stanchly. She 
worked merrily, had a medium range, conducted with 
moderate judgment. Minnie was hard to handle, and at 
times worked out of bounds. 

Forest Belle and Sport McAlister were cast off at 11:22. 
Sport made a good point on a bevy in sedge by a run. 
Sent on. Next Sport pointed a bevy and Belle pointed a 
single in woods. The dogs were separated in working 
for the scattered birds in corn. Sport pointed two birds, 
in cover; at the same time, Belle, in another part of the 
field, pointed and nothing was found. The heat was a 
poor one. The dogs were separated much of the time, 
and it was for them difficult to follow a fixed course. 
Belle worked industriously, had good speed and range, 
but it was difficult to keep her to the course, and her 
bird work was meager. Sport kept to the course, but was 
lacking in dash, and his range was but middling, Up at 
12:00. 

Sam T. was started at 12:04, and ran thirty-six minutes. 
In the heat he found and pointed three bevies, and made 
a point and a flush on scattered birds. He was fast and 
ranged well, but was over cautious on game. This ended 
the competition of the first round. 


Second Round. 


Six dogs were retained iti the running; some of them 
had made an excellent showing, and some of them needed 
further trail. They competed as follows: 

Pin Money and St. Clair began at 2:05, and ran thirty- 
five minutes. Clair pointed a bevy in weeds; Pin pointed 
or backed; Clair held his point stanchly for a few mo- 
ments, then sprang forward and flushed. On the scat- 
tered birds in sedge, Clair pointed twice, roading away 
from the birds each time, after his handler failed to flush; 
Pin made an indecisive point. Considering’the number 
of opportunities, the point work was poor. Pin roaded 
slowly and pointed betimes on somé running birds; Clair 
backed well; both were steady to shot. Pin made two 
points, to which nothing was found. Clair pointed a 
bevy by a plum thicket in the open, and was well backed 
by Pin. Up at 2:40. The heat did not run smoothly, 
it being difficult to keep the handlers to the course. Pin 
was fast, and covered much ground, but did not always 
point truly. Clair worked industriously, had middling 
range, and was more skillful on bevies than on singles. 

Dave Earl and Uncle B. were cast off at 2:47. Dave 
pointed in corn, roaded on, abandoned the scent, and 
went on ranging; the horsemen flushed the bevy close by 
a few moments afterward. The dogs were separated. 


Dave was found pointing a bevy, and he flushed 
it willfully as his handler went to him. Uncle 
next pointed in sedge in corn, and Dave backed 


reluctantly. to order; the dogs moved on and 
both pointed; nothing found. They were worked up,a 
valley, then into woods on a large bevy of scattered birds. 
Uncle pointed a single, and next he stopped to a flush 
on a single, then crouched on a point on some remaining 
birds, and was steady. Both pointed and nothing’ was 
found. Up at 3:22. Neither showed accurate work on 
birds. Each had good speed. The heat was rather 
broken as to following a course. 

Young Jingo and Sam T. started at 4:32. Sam pointed 
a bevy in corn; Jingo, brought in to back, pointed the 
same bevy;- both were steady to shot. The birds were 
marked down in corn. Jingo flushed a single. Next he 
pointed the scattered birds. Sam made a point in sedge in 
corn; nothing found. -Each made a good point on a 
single. This ended the day’s work. 


Thursday, Dec. 8. 


The morning was clear, calm and frosty, with a raw 
coolness which made some little discomfort to many. The 
ground was frozen, and in the more shaded corners re- 
mained so during the day. Birds were found in ample 
numbers. The late forenoon and afternoon hours were 
warm and pleasant. 


Third Round. 


Four dogs were retained in the competition. Their 
doings were in the main as follows: 
Joe Cummings and Sam T. began at 8:44. In open 


sedge, both made a point on the same bevy. Joe pointed 
a bevy-in sedge and Sam backed nicely. Sam made t xo 
points to which nothing was found. He had ‘speed, fair- 
ly good range, but was over-cautious on scent, and over- 
stanch on point. Up at 9:25. Joe displayed. good judg- 
ment in ; he covered a sufficient scope of ground. 
was quite up to requirements. 

_ Pin macy Young Jingo were started at 9:40. 
Jingo pointed a bevy and was steady to shot. The dogs 
were separated at the time. Pin Money pointed in open 
grass; ee Up at 10:08. Jingo was the more 
short heat gave aie as for con ther = sn 
-$ 4 parison as to range 

judgment. - Both were speedy. eet ; 


: ’ Final. 

Joe Cummings and Pin Money were cast off at 10:08, 
and run a few moments merely to comply with the rules, 
which require that the winners of first and second shall 
run together. ‘ 

The judges announced the winners as follows: First, 
Joe Cummings; second, Pin Money; third, Young Jingo. 


The Free for All. 


This stake was begun immediately—after the All-Age 
Stake was concluded. The number of starters was an 
agreeable surprise, exceeding all expectations. The stake 
was open to all pointers and setters, regardless of previous 
winnings. Entries closed the night before the race; start- 
ing fee, $25. The heats in the first round were one and 
one-half hours’ duration. The right to declare the stake 
off, in the event that less than six entries were made, was 
reserved. It was a sweepstake, third dog to save his 
stake; the remainder divided 60 and 40 per cent. 

There were twelve starters, run in the following order: 

Sport McAlister with Uncle B. 

Colonel R. with Lady Mildred. P 

Young Jingo with Lena Belle. 

Sam T. with Roland. 

Dave Earl with Joe Cummings. 

Pin Money with Ripsey. 

The pedigrees, color, handlers, etc., are given in the 
reports of the other stakes, excepting three, namely, Ho- 
bart Ames’ b., w. and t. setter bitch Lady Mildred, handled 
by owner; Pierte Lorillard, Jr.’s. b., w. and t. setter dog 
Roland, and b., w. and t. bitch Lena Belle, C. Tucker, 
handler. - 

Pin Money was easily the winner of first. She ran an 
excellent race, getting down to serious work and finaing 
and pointing in an excellent manner. She displayed that 
she has sterling working ability when she works in earnest 
and remarkable endurance as well. Her.long competitions 
apparently did not affect her in the least. 

Roland, winner of second, had a good working range, 
and was sound in his bird work, displaying excellent skill 
in locating when he once struck the trail. His competi- 
tion was meritorious throughout. 

Dave Earl, the winner of third, ran a fair race, but in 
my opinion far inferior to that of Lena Belle, the latter 
excelling in ranging and good work in finding. He is 
heady at times, and hard to handle. 

The judges in this stake were Messrs. Meares, Hoag- 
land and Sturges. 

Birds were found in abundance. 
whole was pleasingly good. 


First Round. 


Sport McAlister and Uncle B. were started at 10:38. 
Sport dropped to a point on a rabbit in woods. There- 
after till the end of the heat one or the other or both 
dogs were lost, excepting during a few unimportant 
minutes. The country was hilly and there was much 
more woods than open fields, but this in no wise excuses 
the-long absence of the dogs. They were self-hunting, 
and most of the time the party was waiting till the dogs 
could be found. 

Colonel R. and Lady Mildred were cast off at 1:14, 
after lunch. Lady flushed a bevy. The birds were fol- 
lowed. Colonel made a point in corn; nothing found; 
Lady pointed a single well, and was steady to shot. 
Colonel- pointed a single in-sedge, ‘and Lady backed. 
Lady next made two points to which nothing was found; 
next both pointed and nothing was found. Sent on. 
Lady pointed a single in sedge in woods. Colonel soon 
thereafter pointed and roaded nicely after a running 
bevy in sedge in.woods. He pointed several times, and 
at length it flushed wild ahead while he was roading. 
Sent on. Next he pointed a bevy on a side hill in woods; 
Lady backed; Gray failed to flush, and sent Colonel on; 
the horsemen flushed the bevy afterward. It was lying 
very close. The find and point were good. ‘The birds 
were followed. Lady made a point to which nothing 
was found. Colonel, going down wind, flushed two birds. 
This ended the heat. Both were industrious, and ranged 
at good speed. Lady appeared to be somewhat off her 
nose. Colonel’s work was an improvement on that of 
his previous competition in the Derby. 

Lena Belle and Young Jingo were cast off at 2:56. 
Both standing close together, pointed a bevy by the ede 
of thick cover in a run; both were steady to shot. Jingo 
pointed a bevy_in sedge; Lena backed. The scattered 
birds were marked down in sedge 20 to 30yds. in width, 
and were scattered along for 200yds. more or less. There 
was much roading and drawing. Jingo made three points 
on scattered birds; Lena made one; but afterward there 
was much roading, drawing, pointing and flushing and 
pressing forward of handlers and dogs, all close together, 
so that it was impossible to judge of what was work and 
what was error. It was for the moment a touch of the 
old-time serambling. Sent on. Both dogs pointed a 
bevy. Jingo pointed one single’ and flushed Another. 
Sent on. Jingo pointed a bevy in sedge in scattered pines. 
Lena made a point on two birds. Sent on. In the open 
field, Lena dropped to a point on a bevy, and Jingo 
backed; a very good piece of work. On the scattered 
birds in sedge, Jingo made three good points and one 
flush. Lena pointed,.then moved on and the bird flushed 
ahead. Next she made a good point on a single. In 
finding and locating bevies>} Lena was quite Jingo’s su- 
perior, but he far surpassed her in work on singles. Both 
ranged fairly well at good speed. 

The heat ended the competition for the day. 


The competition as a 


Friday, Dec. 9. 


The weather was cloudy, and there was a raw coldness 
which penetrated to the marrow... A skimming of ice 
remained all day on such pools as were still and shaded, 
and the ground was frozen in most places throughout the 
day. Birds were found in ample numbers for the pur- 
poses of competition. Toward midday the sun shone 
feebly for a few moments, after which the clouds again 
closed thickly over the sky. The work as a whole was 


fairly good, though there were waits at intervals through-— 


out the days for dogs which were lost, or which were 
seemingly difficult to keep to the course. 

Roland and Sam T. were cast off at 8:45. Both pointed 
a bevy in open sedge. San was near by a bevy which was 


seen to flush. Roland pointed a bevy. Sam flush-A 
some scattered birds. Roland during the heat found and 
pointed four bevies, and made one point to which noth- 
ing was found. Sam was lost a long time; when found he 
was in a stanch point on two birds. Both were fast and 
diligent workers. Roland proved to be the best finding 
dog, and worked with greater judgment. 

Dave Earl and Joe Cummings were started at 10:40. 
In the heat Joe made one point to which nothing was 
found; Dave made two similar ones. Joe’ made one 
point on a single bird. Dave made two points on bevies, 
one of which he located awkwardly, and one point on a 
single, which was flushed after he moved on. Joe was 
ranging with less scope and vim than in his prior com 
petition. Dave was going fairly well. 

Ripsey and Pin Money starte at 12:53, after lunch... 
The former was out of form, ranging with less enthusi- 
asm and scope than in her trials in the Members’ Stake 
at Newton. Pin was roaditig on a bevy, which flushed. 
but whether she was blameless or not the cover prevented 
any one from determining. Afterward she found and 
pointed four bevies, and made a second point on a bevy 
which was marked down by the highway. Both were 
steady to shot. Pin was working more seriously than 
when she competed in the All-Age Stake. Up at 2:20. 


Second Round. 


Six dogs were selected for further trial. Of these 
Dave Earl could have been left out on his showing in 
the opinion of your reporter. They were run as follows: 

Young Jingo and Roland began at 3:02. Jingo pointed 
a bevy in a cornfield, doing a good piece of work. Ro- 
land, called in to back, pointed the same bevy. Next 
Jingo made two flushes on bevies. Roland found and 
pointed a bevy; Jingo was elsewhere at the time. Both 
showed. good speed and judgment in working out their 
ground, though Jingo was not working up to his class 
standard on birds in this heat. Up at 3:39. : 

Lena Belle and Joe Cummings began at 3:40. Lena 
made two finds and points on bevies. Joe pointed three 
bevies. Each backed promptly and well. The heat 
ended at 4:17. 
and good ranging. Joe’s finds were largely the result of 
good luck, as he was ranging narrow, and was not 
exercising much judgment in beating out his ground. 
The heat was Lena’s by a large margin in her favor. 

Dave Earl and Pin Money started at 4:22. Dave made 
two finds and points on bevies, two points on singles and 
one point to which nothing was found. Pin found and 
pointed a bevy, made a point on a single, and another, 
which was all right till she moved on to locate better and 
flushed the bird. She also made one point to which noth- 
ing was found. Up at 5:04. Pir) Money was the wider 
ranger, though Dave was running a strong, good 
race. They were held in most of the time, working on 
ground which contained many scattered birds of previous 
heats. ; 

This ended the work of the day. 


Saturday, Dec. 10. 


The weather was clear, cool and pleasant. Joe Cum- 
mings and Roland were to run together, with Lena B., 
Dave Earl and Pin Money in reServe, to be run if the 
judges deemed it necessary to do so. 


Third Round. 


Joe Cummings and Roland were started at 9:25. Ro- 
land made a point at the edge of pines in sedge; nothing 
found. Next Joe and Roland pointed near each other; 
Roland roaded to the bevy about 2oyds. away and pointed 
it: Joe backed; the latter was outworked in the locating 
of this bevy. Roland pointed a single in sedge pines. 
Sent on. In an open field Joe trifled with some larks. 
Next he pointed in corn. Roland backed; the dogs then 
began roading; Roland followed the trail accurately, 
while Joe seemed to be unable to hit it off. Roland 
pointed the bevy nicely, and soon afterward the dogs 
were ordered up. Time 10:15. : 

Roland and. Pin Money were cast off at 10:36, and ran 
four minutes to comply with the rule which requires that 
the winners of first and second shall run together, a 
merely technical compliance, with no competition in it. 

The judges announced the winners as follows: First, 
Pin Money; second, Roland; third, Dave Earl. 


The Irish Terrier Club of America. 


Tue following stakes and special prizes given by the 
Irish Terrier Club will be competed for at the coming 
Westminster Kennel Club show in February next. 

Grand challenge cup for dogs (value $100): The.entry 
fee is $5 for each dog. The winner to receive 50 per cent. 
of the money; 30 per cent to go to the second, and 20 
per cent. to the third. . 

. Grand challenge cup for bitches (value$100) : The entry 
fee is $5 for each bitch. The winner to receive 50 per 
cent. of the money; 30 per cent. to go to the second, and 
20 per cent. to the third. . 

The home-bred puppy stakes (silver cup added by the 
club): The entry fee is $5 for each terrier. There is 
one prize, which is a silver cup and the-total amount 
of the entry fees. 

Special prizes: $5 cup for best dog or bitch in puppy 
classes, for best dog in novice classes, for best bitch in 
novice classes, for best dog or bitch in limit classes, 
for best dog or bitch in-open classes, and $10 cup for best 
stud dog or brood bitch shown with two of his or her pro- 
duce, to be entered in appropriate classes. Dog or 
bitch, 25 per cent.; produce, 75 per cent. 

All the above stakes and special prizes are open only 
to members of the Irish Terrier Club of America. 

Ir1sH Terrier CLus or AMERICA. 





Westminster Show. 


Hempstead, N. Y.—Editor Forest and Stream: Kind- 
ly announce that the twenty-third annual bench show of 
dogs, given by the Westminster Kennel Club, will be held 
in Madison Square Garden, New York, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the arst, 22d, 23d and 
24th of February, 1899. Jas. Mortimer, 

. Superintendent and Secretary of the Show. 


Lena’s finds were the result of diligent ' 
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Alabama Field Trials. 


BirmMincHAM, Ala., Dec. 5.—Editor Forest and Stream: 
I send you the programme of the Alabama Field Trials 
Club trials, which will be held at Madison, Ala., begin- 
ning Feb. 6. The trials will be open only to Alabama 
owned pointers, English, Irish and Gordon setters.. For 
all stakes, pointers and setters will run together, and 
must be handled by owner or other amateur resident of 
the State. The judges are: W. W. Titus, West Point, 
Miss.; Geo. E. Gray, Appleton, Minn.; H. S. Smith, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The Derby.—For pointers and setters whelped on or 
after Jan. 1, 1897. Entries close Jan. 10, 1899, with $2.50 
to nominate and $2.50 additional to start. Winner of 
first gets 50 per cent.; second, 25 per cent., and third, 15 
per cent. Dogs having won first in any open field trials 
are barred. ; 

All-Age.—For pointers and setters of any age. Entries 
close Jan. 10, 1899, $2.50 to nominate and $2.50 additional 
to start. Winnings same as in Derby. Dogs having won 
first in any open field trials or first in the All-Age Stake 
of the Alabama Field Trials prior to Sept. 1, 1898, are 
barred. Regs 

First forfeit of $2.50 must accompany nomination and be 
remitted to secretary on or before Jan. 10, 1899, for above 
stakes. ; 

Puppy Stake—For puppies whelped in 1898. Entries 
close night before running. No entrance or starting fee. 
The winner gets a handsome silver cup, donated by the 
president of. the club. Puppies in this stake will only 
be required to point and back, and will not be penalized 
for breaking shot, chasing or unsteadiness to wing. 

Champion Stake.—For pointers and setters of any age 
and regardless of previous winnings. Entries close night 
before running. No entrance or starting fee. Winner 
gets a $50 silver cup, donated by the club, and his dog 
the title of State champion. ; 

This being an amateur organization, pure and simple, 
the running rules are modified to meet the requirements of 
shooting dogs, and amateur handlers and the judges are 
requested to bear this fact in mind. 

The first heat of the Derby, All-Age and Puppy Stakes. 
will be not less than thirty minutes; following heats at 
discretion and direction of the judges. 

The first heat of the Champion Stake will be of one 
and a half-hours’ duration; following heats at discretion 
and direction of the judges. 

The club desires those competing at their trials to show 
their dogs to the best advantage, and not hustle for points 
on scattered birds, assuring them that each dog will be 
given a thorough test, both as to his finding and pointing 
qualities. 

The number of times a dog points, backs, etc., shall 
not necessarily be given the preference; but the quality 
of the performance will be considered in connection with 
the frequency of the occurrence. 

The judges will give greater credit to dogs showing 
the best natural qualities, it being the desire of the club 
to have the best dogs placed to the front, irrespective of 
the luck which is supposed to attend competitions of this 
nature. The judges will be requested to give more at- 
tention to a dog’s natural finding qualities than has been 
done in the past years, viz.: Intelligent ranging; desire 
to find birds independently; bird sense and nose, or ex- 
pressed in fewer words, dogs showing the greatest ability 
to find birds. 

The judges are requested to give greater credit to the 
dog that works promptly, without noise or severity, and 
is obedient, prompt, cheerful and easily handled. 

Pointing fur, feather, reptile or scent of game birds, 
if the judges deem the same excusable, shall not be con- 
sidered a false point. 

False pointing, breaking in, breaking shot or chasing 
shall be gauged by the judges in their discretion. 

All dogs (except those in Puppy Stakes) should be 
broken to show to best advantage. 

Retrieving shall not be required nor considered in any 
stake. 

This being an amateur State organization, the sports- 
men of Alabama should support it with their membership 
and dogs. Annual dues, $2.50; initiation fee,-$1. The 
object of the organization is to foster good fellowship 
among sportsmen, enforce the laws for the protection and 
preservation of game, to improve the breed and quality of 
shooting dogs, and to increase the interest in legitimate 
sport with dog and gun. The holding of field trials is 
to bring the sportsmen in closer touch, and to enjoy a 
friendly field contest with shooting dogs. Come and 
bring your friends. Ladies are especially jnvited. The 
expense is light, the pleasure great. 

Application for entry blanks, membership blanks, or 
other information furnished on request to the secretary- 
treasurer. 

Madison ‘is located on the Memphis & Charleston 
(Southern) Railroad, midway between Decatur and 
Huntsville. Trains from the South on Louisville & Nash- 
ville Railroad make close connection at Decatur with the 
M. & C. The trial grounds at Madison contain over 10,- 
ooo acres, and have been ‘restocked with birds the past 
spring. Hotel rates will be $1.50 per day, including noon 
lunch om trial grounds. Saddle horses $1 per day. Com- 
fortable quarters for dogs. 

Railroad rates will be one fare for the round trip over 
the L. & N., M. & C., and probably ether lines. 

The annual meeting of the Alabama Field Trials Club 
will be held at Madison on evening of Feb. 6, 1899, for 
election of officers, admission.of new members and the 
transaction of any other business. 

By order of the president. 

T. H. Spencer, Sec’y-Treas. 





Books for Holiday Presents 


SHoutp be ordered in good season, to avoid delays. Every 
year, experience has shown, some books have been ordered 
from the Forest and Stream Publishing Co. at dates too 
‘late for sending them in season to reach recipients by 
Christmas. 5 Sf 

The Forest aAxp Stream is put to press each week '6n Tuesday. 
Correspondence intended for publication should reach us at the 


latest bx Manday and 4s much cafligr 4s practicable : 


PRIZES FOR AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHS. 


‘Tue Forest AND STREAM offers prizes for meritorious 
work with the camera, under conditions which follow: 

The prizes will be divided into three series: (1) for 
live wild game; (2) for game in parks; (3) for other sub- 
jects relating to shooting and fishing. 

(1) For live game photographs three prizes are of- 
fered, the first of $50, the second of $25, and the third of 
$10. 

(2) For live game in parks, for the best picture, a 
prize of $10. 

(3) For the best pictures relating to ForEsT AND 
Srream’s field—shooting and fishing, the camp, camp- 
ers and camp life, sportsman travel by land and water, 
incidents of field and stream—a first prize of $20, a sec- 


ond of $15, a third of $10, and for fourth place two prizes 
of $5 each. 


There is no restriction as to the time nor as to where 
the pictures have been made or may be made. 

Pictures will be received up to Dec. 31 this year. 

All work must be original; that is to say, it must not 
have been submitted to any other competition or have 
been published. 

There are no restrictions'as to the make or style of 
camera, nor as to size of plate. ; 

A competitor need not be a-subscriber to the Forest 
AND STREAM. + 

All work must be that of amateurs. f 

The photographs will be submitted to a committee, 
who, in making their award, will be instructed to take 
into consideration the technical merits of the work as 
a photograph, its artistic qualities and other things be- 
ing equal, the unique and difficult nature of the subject. 

Photographs should be marked for identification with 
initials or a pseudonym only, and with each photograph 
should be given, answering to the initials, the name of 
sender, title of view, locality, date and names of camera, 
and plate or film. 


Bifle Bange and Gallery. 


Cincinnati Rifle Association. 


Tue following scores were made by members of the Cincinnati 
Rifle Association in regular competition, Dec. 11, at Four-Mile 
House, Reading Road. Conditions, 200yds., off-hand, at the 
German ring target. Gindele was declared king with a score of 
226. Gindele was high on the honor target with a score of 70. 
Gindele’s 229 was high for the Uckotter trophy: 














_King target: 
TUMUER {5 - Suis tindgod> ons hendeee seheuee 21 22 23 22 22 23 23 23 22 25— 
PUMA. inven cccsucscconteensven 15 11 14 23 10 20 22 11 23 18—176 
ION 5.655 ohpncse ck evanext pabeeney 15 21 15 22 22 15 20 18 16 21—185 
SORES - sc0wesevnccesbecesnypasaceny 171716 712 20 1 23 14 14—141 
WOES ins e sc cBéceepihs toe cbintes 19 15 24 17 23 21 21 18 16 23—197 
DPUDG | 9500s vsveinnnvceescgescnsesavs 16 20 17 13 24 16 23 23 24 16—192 
DBE: snobcusdécschusodercthasteseieee 16 15 3 16 23 11 20 17 16 17—149 
BMUID i cov onic ce sevnastosvensstuaseyid 13 15 16 12 19 15 19 20 13 24--164 
DUPRE «os .vi.ccupnscnseodevediten. 16 21 20 22 21 21 21 22 21 21—206 
PERORREDEN | bows svpsndnsiessadesnennee 20 20 20 22 24 23 24 12 25 16—206 
na Honor target. Special scores. 
CARES. Sivas cv cdcbestcckencess oo cee 21 25 24—7 229 222 221 
OS RR AF 18 16 21—55 191 190 186 
ROUEID ie Goo she vdipece onnsapenenre 18 17 15—50 215 212 203 
OGRMEEE boo nneic¥innsosinveneyseacen 10 18 21—49 187 180 176 
NOE ~<a sbeudnsherecd iss elbaSebe 22 23 23—68 214 213 212 
STUDS oe rvscrccesovesscccccccnsveces 17 22 20—59 208 202 202 
DR; sownsVpaghbedsabepncondietaecua 13 15 22—50 193 180 172 
PAYRE  ceecesccssevevecocesboccsecses 18 22 21—61 212 207 203 
DPI... o nétanhsascaeks tobes chen 21 17 23—61 205 204 201 
PESGUUD "ie vaccbacevegdesounpedle 23 24 20-67 217 216 210 
e 
Grap-Shooting. 
Fixtures. 


Dec. 14.—Stuttgart, Ark.—All-day tournament; live birds and 
targets. 

Dec. 19-21.—Kewanee, Ill.—Tournamenf; live birds and targets. 
E. E. Baker, Kewanee, IIl., and V. Studley, Neponset, Ill., Man- 


agers. . 
Dec, 19-23.—Indianapolis, Ind.—Grand Central Handicap; targets 
oe day; sparrows two days; pigeons two days. H. T. Hearsey, 


y- 
anv 22.—Newark, N. J.—Regular shoot of the East Side Gun 
Club. 

— 26.—Newark, N. J.—Christmas shoot of the East Side Gun 
Club. 

Dec. 27-30.—St. Thomas, Can.—Tournament of St. Thomas Gun 
Club. Jack Parker, Manager. 

Dec. 28-29.—Auburn, N. Y.—Auburn Gun Club; live birds and 
targets. C. W. Tuttle, Sec’y. 


1899. 

Jan. 2.—Newark, N. J.—Annual shoot of the South Side Gun 
Club. IL. H. Terrill, Sec’y. 

an. 2.—Newark, N. J.—New Year’s shoot of the East Side Gun 
Club; live birds; begins at 10 A. M.; main event at 15 birds, $5, 
birds extra. 

Jan. 5.—Newark, N. J.—Tournament of East Side Gun Club; 
main event, match between Morfey and Schortemeier for State 
championship. : 

an. 17-19.—Hamilton, Ont.—Tournament of the Hamilton Gun 
Club. Jobn Parker, Manager. 

Jan, 17-20.—Hamilton, Oont.—Annual tournament and grand 
Canadian handicap of the Hamilton Gun Club; $1,000 guaranteed. 
a erie Reniing Pa—The R din, bendlonp; es 

an. 18. Reading Pa.—The Readin; ndicap; 0 to ail. 
Arthur A. Fink, Manager. . 7 ee 

Jan. 18.—Stony Creek, Pa.—Stony Creek handicap, 25 live birds. 
A. A. Fink, Manager, 426 Franklin St., Reading, Pa. 

April 68.—Utica, N. Y.—Fulford’s handicap at live birds. E. 


P april 11i8--Elkwood Park, Lon Branch, N. J.—The I 
-13.—Elkw ark, « Jo iter- 
Pe ew seventh tanent Grand American Handicap 
tournam 
April i laee Neb.—The Lincoln Gun Club’s second 
annual interstate ment; targets and live birds; $500° added. 


Ce at IHL 'Beltisnore, Md Park Shooting Associe- 
—Balti _ < 
Gene Seamnaienns add ys . A. Brehm, Pres. 
ament of Baltimore Shooting 


s; money added. Geo. L. Har- 


April 25-28.—Baltimore, Md.—! 
Association; targets and live bi 
risen, Sec’y. : 

May 16-19.—Erie, Pa.—Ninth annual tournament of the a 

the auspices of 


wet fies & 


smen's Association, 


24-25.—Greenwood, S. C.—Annual live-bird tournament of 
oe Eicenced Than ke ak ee eee of 


oy . 
June 19 Ciumbus, 
ers’ League, the 
Club. 5S peveetBeld., Sec'y, 0. T. 
une 7.—Buffalo, N. Y.—New York State shoot. 
une 14-16.—Cleveland, O.—Cleveland Target Co.’s tournament. 


DRIVERS AND« TWISTERS. 


The programme of the St. Tho Ont., tournament, known as 
Thomas Donley’s second internati tournament, fixed to be held 
- oe a 30 inclusive, =, = rae , an Ne — 

un the well-known expert, Mr. John 
Parker, of Detroit. Sn the first day there are eight target events, 
10, 15, 20 and 25 targets, entrance respectively $1, $1.50, $2 and $3, 
ive of which have each $5 added money. are also two 
live-bird events, the first at $10, entrance, including birds, $15 
added, class shooting, 50, 30 and per cent. No. 2 is the grand 
international handicap, for the Gillman and Barnes international 
handica; aegoaeee trophy of the United States and Canada; 
25 live bi entrance, including birds, $150 added, handicaps 
26 to S2yds., high guns; divi 15, , 10, 9, 8, 7, , 4, 3, 3, 
2, 2, and 2 cent. There are eight target events on the second 
day, much like the programme of the first day. The international 
live-bird event will be continued on the second day. On the 
third day there are six target events, and two at live birds; one 
at 10 birds, $7 entrance, added, class shooting, 50, 30 and 20 
= cent., and a two-men team race, any two men, $10 entrance, 

, 30 and 20 per cent. On the fourth day there are six target 
events, the last of which is the team race for the international ~ 
team trophy, 25 targets per man, five men to each team; $10 added. 
Each team must be composed of bona fide members of any one 
regularly organized gun club, all residing in the same city, town- 
ship or village. The trophy becomes the property of the winning 
team; moneys divided 60 and 40 per cent. between the two teams 
making the highest scores. There also are two live-bird events 
on the last day, one a $2 miss-and-out, the other at 15 live birds. 
$10 entrance, $25 added; moneys divided 20, 18, 16, 14, 12, 10, 6 and 
4 per cent. trance includes targets and birds. Targets 3 cents 
each, one cent of which will be set aside and divided into five 
equal parts, to be divided among the five highest averages; team 
race for team trophy, miss-and-out, and thetwo-men team raceare not 
to be included in averages. Live birds 20 cents each. Moneys 
divided in target events as follows: 10 targets, 40, 30, 20, and 10 
per cent.; all other events, 30, 25, 20, 15 and 10 per cent. The 
professional expert will be allowed to shoot only in a few live-bird 
events, but can shoot for the price of targets only, and thereby 
can compete for the averages. The handicap committee will con- 
sist of two Canadians and one American. The management has 
made arrangements with the Customs whereby Americans can 
ship their guns to Jas. Overend, American Express agent, St. 
Thomas, Canada, and have them admitted free of duty. Pas- 
erngere,, when purchasing tickets over the Wabash R. R., : 
Cc. R., G. T. R., C. P. R. and L. E. & D. R. R., should purchase 
tickets for one way only, securing certificate from agent, which 
will be honored for return passage at one-third fare when signed by 
the scoretary, iThos. Donley; to whom all communications should 
be addres: 


The East Side Gun Club, of Newark, will hold their regular 
club shoot at live birds on Dec. in the afternoon, on their 

ounds, near Foun street and the Plank Road. On Dec. 26 
Christmas shoot) and Jan. 2 (New Year’s shoot) there will be 
open sweepstakes and handicaps at live birds on the same 

ounds, commencing at 10 A. The main event will be at 15 
irds, $ entrance, birds extra at 25 cents on each of the holidays. 
Rose system in the division of the moneys, ratios 6, 3 and 1 if 
three moneys, and 6, 3, 2 and 1 if four moneys. There will also 
be an all-day tournament on the club’s grounds on “J 5, at 10 
A. M. The main event will be before the State. championshi 
cup between Mr. Tom Morfey, the challenger, and Mr. L: H 
Schortemeier, the holder of the cup, at 50 targets. There will be 
sweepstakes at 10 and 25 targets, entrance 50 cents to $2, in- 
cluding targets at 2 cents each. 


_ The prize handicap series of the Boston Gun Club commences 
Dec. 21, and on every Wednesday thereafter till the series ends, on 
March 29, 1899, excepting woeneetey. Feb. 22, The conditions of 
the iridividual shoot are, entrance free and open to all shooters; 
aggregate of the six best scores to count out of the fourteen 
shoots; each to shoot at 21 targets, namely, 10 at known angles, 
5 at unknown angles, known traps, and 3 pairs. There are ten 
prizes. The team prizes are Thurman shooting blouses or sweaters 
to the winning team; 200 loaded shells to second team. Each 
team shall consist of two men, 40 targets to each team, each man 
shooting at 10 targets, known, and 10 targets, unknown angles, 
Any number of teams can enter. The five best scores to count. 
ae Se Final ties decided by shooting a complete 
score. ston Gun Club rules to govern. Targets, 1% cents. 
For further information, address 23 Elm street, Boston. 


Charlie Zwirlein trapped some great birds at his grounds, Yard- 
ville, N. J., on Friday of last week, Dec. 9. Zwirlein’s birds are 
always good and fast, but on this occasion they were helped by 
a strong wind, that made many of them “unkillable.” So good 
were they that in the main event, at 25 birds, $10 entrance, birds 
extra, was high. Johnson, of Philadelphia, a rattling good 
shot, to be placed on the 27yds. mark, won first money alone 
on 23; Aaron tory ot Paterson, N. J., won second on 22 from the 
28yds. mark. T. - Morfey, ds.; Louis Harrison, 2yds., and 

. Apgar, 27yds., divided third on 21, while Johnson Warfort, 
28yds., of Frenchtown, N. J., was the lucky man to get fourth 
money alone on 20. Fred Quimby, 30yds., and A . Ivins, 
30yds., were the scratch men, and never got inte the money. Ivins 
had at one time a good look in for first money, as at the end 
of the 8th round he was the only man with a straight score. 


The name of L. H. Japhet, the nom de fusil of the holder of the 
E. C. cup, and the championship of New Jersey at inanimate 
targets, conceals ‘fairly successfully the identity of the hero of the 
contest at the nora County Gun Club’s traps at Hackensack, 
N. J., Dec. 7. r. Japhet is a gentleman of almost as many 
cognomens as possesses pounds avoirdupois. When we add 
that his pet name among his friends is a base libel- upon the num- 
ber of cubits in his stature, it would seem that the riddle was 
easier to guess than were the several locations of the targets when 
his opponents tried to gauge them on the afternoon of Dec. 7. 


T. W. Morfey always seems to be hunting trouble! Not content 
with being embroiled in a live-bird contest at 100 pigeons with 
Aaron \ Paterson, N. J., on Wednesday of this week, 
Dec. 14, he must needs post $10 forfeit and challenge Mr. Japhet 
for the E. C. cup and the New Jersey championship at targets. 
This match has been set for Thursday, Jan. 5,.on the grounds of 
the East Side Gun Club, of Newark, N. J. The club will take 
advantage of the individual match for the championship as a 
drawing card, and will hold an all-day shoot at targets same day. 


Irby Bennett, of the W. R. A. Sansone, 1a up North for a 
week or two, prior to going home to Memphis for the Christmas 
holidays. He will spend most of his time while up North at the 
company’s in New Haven, m eriodical visits to 
New York to let us know that he is alive. ore leaving for the 
South he will attend the annual meeting of the Interstate i 
tion, and will cast his company’s vote in regard to the 
the Association for next year. He expresses the opinion that 
Mem = and the South generally will be well represented at the 
Gaal merican 


p next April. 

Mr. Paul R. Litzke, of Little Rock, Ark., has laid aside his 
pencil for a while, and is taking action with the gun on his own 
In a letter of recent date to us he writes as follows: 
“I am at the present writing located in Wilmot, Ark., just this side 
isi i a spent several 

vicinity of Arkansas City last week, and was with 
that town on a camp hunt for two days. . During 
one deer, one turkey, five molierd ducks, 

and forty-five squirrels. The latter were 
It was my good fortune to kill the turkey.” 
Hackensack, N. J was a success; twenty- 
out. The days are short now, but with 
were thrown between the hours of 
other’ clubs 

winter season in and 


a 
that time we 
four quail, two 
fox, gray and 
The all-day shoot at 
four shooters turning 


t 
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Capt. A. W. du Bray, of the Parker Gun Co., has been at 
La. Under recent date, among other things, he 

1 us: “I have had some duck ‘shooting here with miy 
friend Mr. Sam Enders. We bagged in all about 140. For some 
reason ducks are not here. Lo friend Mr. A. F. Jenkins, 
over whose decoys I shot, could not accompany us, as he is so 


busy in the management of an enormous cotton press that he , 


could not get away—-much to my regret.” 

Rolla Heikes has been ahosting qui He has scored about 200 
of them this season, with sev: lead out of bounds. Believing 
that he has taken all the toll that is coming to him, he has now 
quit the quail, and will once more take to pigeons, sparrows and 
targets. ding certain rumors of Rye challenges for 
some of the trophies he now holds, Mr. Heikes says in a personal 
letter to a friend, that everybody interested knows where he lives, 
and that gaythiog lodged in due form will receive proper recogni- 
tion at his hands. 

Under date of Dec. 8 Mr. H. T. Hearsey, secretary of the 
Limited Gun Club, Indianapolis, writes us as follows: “All 
indications point favorably to the largest tournament of the 
year. We are receiving a large number of entries, and the club is 
sparing no pains or expense to make this tournament the largest 
of the season. Mr. Fred Erb, Jr., and his celebrated dogs will 
do the retrieving for us at our live-bird shoot, Dec. 19 to 23.” 

The Boiling Springs Gun Club, of Rutherford, N. J., and the 
Passaic City Gun Club, of Passaic, N. J., shoot the first team 
race of their series on Saturda next, Dec. 17. The shoot will be 
held on the grounds of the Boiling Springs Gun Club, Captain 
Paul Jeanneret, of that club, having won the toss for choice of 
first ground. In addition to the team race, there will be open 
sweepstake shooting as long as the daylight lasts. 

Manager Te S. Wright, of the Brooklyn, N. Y., Gun Club, 
has decided to change the date for his all-day live-bird shoot 
already announced. for Jan. 5. This change will be made to avoi 
clashing with the East Side Gun Club’s all-day shoot and the 
Morfey-Japhet match shot in connection therewith. Mr. Wright 
has no date fixed as ie but it will in all probability be one 
week later than originally announced. 

Capt. Money has been paying a penalty for his weer over 
Mr. Guthrie at the Carteret traps on Nov. All last week he was 
confined to the house with a bad cold and threatenings of pneu- 
monia, thereby missing a chance to win the championship of 
New Jersey at Hackensack, on Dec. 7, and also a chance to win 
first money in Zwirlein’s 25-bird handicap on Dec. 9 

As an item of news it may be mentioned that Rolla Heikes will 
on Jan: 1 sever his connection with the Winchester ne 
Arms Company, whose gun he has shot to the front so long an 
so well. The authority for the above information is Mr. Irby Ben- 
nett, so there can be no doubt as to its accuracy. What Mr. 
Heikes’ next> move will be is not known. 

Mr. John Parker, of Detroit, Mich., will manage the Hamilton 
tournament, to be held in that place on Jan. 17 to 19, inclusive. 
American Association rules will govern. Mr. Parker will also 
manage Thomas Donley’s second international tournament, Dec. 
27 to 30. 

Mr. Geo. C. Harrison, secretary of the Raltimore Shooting As- 
sociation, writes us as follows: “The Baltimore Shooting Asso- 
ciation have decided to change the dates of their spring tourna- 
ment from April 4-7 to April 25-28, 1899. We ho 
to have good weather and not clash with any other shoot. Four 
hundred dollars will be added; perhaps more.” 

A telegram from Mr. Hough advises us that in the contest for the 
Cincinnati live-bird trophy at Watson’s Park, Chicago, on Mon- 
day of this week Elliott won by a scare of 9 to Gilbert’s 92. There 
was a snowstorm prevailing in respect to weather and the birds 
were slow. 

Jim Elliott didn’t do a thing to Dr. Smith, of St. Louis, last 
week. The Doctor’s hand must have lost its cunning, or he would 
not have so severely disappointed his friends surely. There is a 
big difference between 98 against Dr. Knowlton one week and 84 
against Jim Elliott the next week, 

W. L. Colvilles (Dick Swiveller), of the Gold Dust (U. 5S.) 
Powder Co., of San Francisco, Cal., was in New York last 
week for a few days. Mr. Colville, whose home is in Batavia, 
N. Y., made several calls along Sporting Goods Row, and left 
just in time to catch the blizzard that struck. Batavia on Dec. 8. 

C.. W. Tuttle, of the shooting committee, writes: ‘Please insert 
in ‘ Fixtures’: Two days’ tournament of Auburn Gun Club, at 
Auburn, N. Y., Wednesday and Thursday, Bec. 28 and 29, 1898; 
live birds and targets; live birds trapped at 1) cents each. Both 
magautrap and expert traps.” 

Later.—We regret to learn shortly before going to press that 
Col. Courtney is confined to his home in Syracuse, N. Y., with a 
severe attack of pleuro-pnuemonia. This attack has, of course, put 
a stop to his Western trip, as outlined by him during his stay in 
this city. 

Col. A. G. Courtney has left us. Nuff sed! He will next be 
heard from at Watson’s shoot in Chicago, and later at the 
Limited Gun Club’s shoot in Indianapolis. At least, such were 
his .plarfs when last reported. 

At a meeting of the Audubon Gun Club last Saturday evening, 
June 7 was fixed upon as the date for the next New York State 
shoot. 

The Cleveland Target Co. announce that they will hold their sixth 
annual tournament on June 14, 15, 16. 

The South Side Gun Club, Newark, N. J., will hold its_annual 
shoot on Jan. 2. 


The Grand American Handicap. 


Durinc the years when the Grand American Handicap was 
struggling from a humble beginning to its broad success as a 
national event all its responsibilities were left to the care of its 
promoters. Before it was proved to be the greatest shooting 
success of America no shooter made the discovery that it was a 
matter which was worthy of his anxious solicitude; no shooter 
discovered that he knew how to run it better than its subscribers 
know how to run it; no one had then discovered that the real 
center of purpose was to so adjust the competition that the men 
who killed 23 were to be sure winners. Now that it is and has 
been a success, why not recognize that its present policy is correct? 

All the arguments adduced in recent weeks against the high- 
gun system, which has so far been something of a factor in the 
success of the Grand American Handicap, have not been from the 
standpoint of any improvement in matters directly pertaining to the 
Grand American Handicap; they are all from the standpoint of the 
man. who killed 23; the man who wishes to have matters so ad- 
justed that 23 will be in the money. 

The majority of shooters seem to lose sight of the fact that the 
Grand American Handicap is a business institution, under the 
direct control of its subscribers. As such, it is directly under their 
control in manner like to that of any other business where the 
question of authority is under consideration. To propose that any 
riumber of outsiders should by a majority vote dictate to the In- 
‘terstate Association how it should run its own business affairs is 
in the highest degress absurd. It is the more absurd since the 
sought for are personal; in plain words, the Associa- 
tion is asked to depart from the policy which has proved a success 
in its own affairs and adopt one which is in the interest of a few 








* It has been suggested that if changes of a certain kind were 
made in respect to the division of the moneys the entries would 
be much larger, and that groups of shooters would come from cer- 
*. tain: towns and cities. Such a view is an erroneous one. The 
‘number of shooters which have contested in the handicap is not 
© What its prestige. It is the fact that it is a shoot 
which appeals’ to 'the best shooting talent in America.. This is 


by doing this, 


number of entries is only one factor of many to be considered 
in conducting it. It has as many entries in prospect as there are 
any need of. . 

Any cheapening of it would be a loss in prestige; would be a bid 
for shooters having less skill than is necessary for a contest of such 
importance; would strip it of its distinguishing features and make 
it a common 25-bird event, such as may be found betimes in any 
corner of the land, save the one fact that it would be given under 
the most distinguished auspices. 

The plea has been made that when a man travels several hundred 
miles, kills 23, and returns home without any of the money, he is 
suffering a hardship. If he cannot afford the expense, he certainly 
is suffering a hardship, but it is one of his own seeking. His mis- 
judgment, however, is not the affair of others. Such matters 
are personal, and the person interested should think seriously 
before deciding to enter. But whether he wins or loses, he should 
abide by his own acts.. He enters with his eyes open. It is 
a game in which there are losers as well as winners. 

If one cannot afford to lose, one would better remain at home, or 
at least refrain from entering. It is hardly fair to enter on one’s 
own judgment, and then in case of loss blame some one else for 
it. It is a competition of nerve and skill. Whether one came 8 
thousand miles to compete, or competed five times before winning, 
or can kill only 23, is irrelevant to the matter. 

The best equipment for competition in the Grand American 
Handicap is to be able to shoot well; to be able to afford the 
expense, and to look pleasant, win or lose. The wail of the loser 
is more likely to come from the smart of a hurt and self-interest 
than from the enthusiasm of the philanthropist. Whatever system 
is adopted, there will therein be losers who are next to the win- 
ners; but, in the eye of competition, all losers look much alike. 





IN NEW JERSEY. 


New Jersey Championship at Hackensack. 


Dec. 7.—The open contest for the inanimate target championship 
of New ent was decided to-day on the — of the Bergen 
County Gun Club, of Hackensack, N. J. he contest was made 
the excuse for an all-day shoot, a full ee of events being 
pulled off between the hours of 11 A. . and 4 P. M. 

The elub was fortunate in the day, the weather being all that 
could be 2¢ked for at this time of the year. The attendance, too, 
was decdicdly flattering, considering the way trap-shooting has 
been going around New York. Not that there is not plenty of 
shooting; on the contrary, there is a great deal of shooting, but 
the number of clubs divide up the programme in such a way that 
small attendances mark all local gatherings as a rule. a 

Of the club’s officers, J. R. Banta was present from start to finish 
and helped materially to carry the shoot to a successful close. 
Messrs. Griffith, C. O. Gardner and H. D. Warner also got away 
from business as early as possible, and did their share in run- 
ning things for the comfort of the guests. The management of 
the shoot was placed in the hands of Edward Banks, who 
moved things along so rapidly that a total of 2,800 targets were 
trapped in the programme events. W. R. Hobart was in the 
cashier's office, his work being cut out for him by the twenty- 
four shooters who took part in the shoot. 

The main attraction was, of course, the 50-target race for the 
championship, which had fifteen entries, five “outsiders” also 
shouts slong it the optional sweeps on each 25 targets. The cham- 
pionship emblem is a silver cup, which was Sonatid by the 
American E. C. & Schultze Gunpowder Company to the New 
Jersey State Sportsmen’s Association over a year_ago. It was 
first contested for during the Jersey State shoot at Passaic, N. J., 
in the fall of 1897. On that occasion the conditions were only 
25 targets, unknown angles. Justus von Lengerke and Colin 
R. Wise tied for the title and trophy with 24 out of 25, Von 
Lengerke winning on the shoot-off. He was at once challenged 
by Ferd Van’ Dyke, who took the cup by default, Von, Lengerke 
surrendering his title in preference to defending it. Since then 
Van Dyke has held it until the present date; but realizing that 
his health was sach as to preclude almost all chance of _his 
defending the cup during the bad weather of the winter, Van 
in a sportsmanlike spirit returned the cup into competition, ex- 
pressing the wish that “the boys may have a jolly scrap for it.” 

The donors of the cup having reserved to themselves the privil- 
ege of changing the conditions, and the New Jersey State 
Sportsmen’s Association having once more gone to sleep, it 
was therefore decided to place the cup in open competition, the 
conditions being changed to 50 targets, unknown angles. 

The result of to-day’s contest was somewhat in the nature of 
a surprise. Not that the score of the winner, L. H. Japhet, the 
sturdy captain of the East Side Gun Club, was so large, but that 
the scores of the favorites in the race were so low. Dominie Bev- 
eridge only scored 32 out of 50, but still he beat Tom Morfey 
by four tagets, as the latter only scored 28! Harold Money, who 
was picked as a winner by most of those present, could not 
locate the targets, wag cre | 39. Neaf Apgar, who has not been 
doing much shooting lately, was reall aphet’s only antagonist 
to do himself justice, as his total of 45 was well earned. Japhet 
made a good start, running his first 25 without an error, finish- 
ing up with 22 out of his second 25. He was at once challenged 
for the cup by T. W. Morfey, who posted the requisite $10 for- 
feit and a written challenge in the hands of the secretary of the 
American E. C. & Schultze Gunpowder Company the minute 
after the result was announced. Mr. Japhet at once fixed Jan. 5 
as the date for the match, the scene of the contest being the 
grounds of the East Side Gun Club, of Newark. The conditions 
of the race will be 50 targets, unknown angles. 


Below are the scores for the championship: 


L Japhet ........ V1000 0001000000001 1109119110111111111110111—47 
N Apgar ........ 1010111111001.1191110199111911999911101111110111111—45 
O Hesse ........ 0111011101.1111111111101001111111011101111101111111—41 
E Taylor .....00. 11111011111111010111011011111101111111011011011011—40 
H Money .......- 01111011111101001110111011111101111110110111111110—39 
J Fleming ....... 611011 10011111111100111111010101111000011101111101—35 
C R Wise........ 01111111110110101000011110110111000111101101110111—34 
C Beveridge ..... 10111101101110901111010001111011011111100110110010—32 
E Everitt ........ 010101111001001011 10110110011010111011111111100011—32 
W_ Irving ........ 00010001011101010111111101101011011010111111111100—32 

Van Noordt. . ..00100111110110110101011110111011011011001010111101—32 

Piercy ......008 11000111010901110011111011011110111010010101111000—30 
Dr Joy ..c.cccees 01000110111011011011111011001101010101001101110011—30 
T Morfey ........ 11101001101000001101100110110110011001101010101111—28 
C Billings ....... 10111010100101000110101101010000010110111100110111—27 


The following shot along in the cup race, but were not eligible 


“to compete for the cup, not being residents of the State of New 


Jersey: 

E Banks ...... g«  DDD1001900019110900.111911191110901111110111111111—46 
A Courtney ..... 1900.1011191111.11019 11110009.1111111111911110111011—44 
L Harrison ..... 10101001111011.110111111111011111111131111011111101—41 
B Norton ........ 61161011110101101111011110011001011011011111111111—36 
W Harding ....- 09100000001010011 1011000 w —8 


The Sweepstake Programme. 


The sweepstake programme, including the championship event, 
called for 170 targets. Eleven men shot through the programme, 
all but Banks being “in for the money,” the latter shooting all 
day for “targets only.” 

‘he table of scores given below shows that a total of twenty- 
four-shooters took part in the sweeps, some of those who shot 
at only a few trees being in “for targets only.” -Among those 

esent were: 1, A. G. Courtney, of the Remington Arms 

mpany; B. H. Norton, of the Hazard Powder Company; Harold 
B. oney, of the American E. C. & Schultze Gunpowder Com- 
y; Taylor and E. A. W. Everitt, of the Laflin & Rand 


Sooke Company; Louis Harrison, of Minneapolis, Minn.; O 
Hesec, of Wed Denk, N. J. the U: S. represchtative of the 


Walsrode Powder Company; Neaf Apgar, New York, manager of 
the Gun Bore Treatment Company, etc. ” v 
Curiously enough, the scores were very low generally, a strong 
wind blowing nearly all day, particularly sioone in the morni 
early afternoon hours. it is seldom that th such a list of 
shots averages rule so low. Some laid it to the bac id; 
to the wind. The néw champion of New Jersey did not 
find the s successfully, save in the i ip event; in 
that event he bunched his hits very ably. scores fol- 


ft 


z 


Events: 123 45 67 8-9 Shot 
Targets: 10 15 10 15 2050152015 at. Broke. Av. 
E Banks ............. 1014 10 13 20 46141913 170 159 .935 
I. H Japhet ........ 711 6121647131613 170 141 .829 
H Money. .......... - 912 9181639131811 170 140 .823 
A G Courtney ....... 811 6GN14MU41712 170 139 817 
L Harrison ........... 4 8 8 91641121812 170 128 . 
E A W Everitt...... 711 8121632121712 170 127 .747 
J, Fleming ...... eeese 810 8121535101413 170 125 .736 
C C Beveridge....... 713 71115 32331313 170 122 = «717 
GH Piercy .......... 914 5111430101712 170 121 .7i1 
T W Mortfey .........814 6 91128 91310 170 108 .635 
B H Norton ........ 5 9 5 91035 81010 170 101 .594 
C W Billings ........ - 812 6 81227..12.. 140 8% =. 607 
De i FOR ian ccc as anda a a ee Oe ae ac. co 4 «616 
R Snyder ...... i Se 8 ee ees. 62 ~=.590 
Ed Taylor ......... 5 ae Aaies ‘Gh peer ee 85 67 ~—s «. 788 
R Wise wets 4s ofan eae 85 59 = «. 694 
Van Noordt 32 913. 85 54 -638 
a Oe ae < co 2 ee 70- 2 357 
SIG MIES Vokadebcan edu, detec es, opree 4113... 65 ot -830 
pe a eee - ae 4 612 8 50 26 ~=—s «520 
W Irving ... a OP oakica 50 32 = «640 
WS. TAOS oc cicccdacss I eve ee atk on od ve 35 23 -656 
BS: eh nab ce a ssa Ake ok ah oe > oe 20 ll = .550 


Nos. 5 and 8 om the programme were “prize events,” the 
Bergen County Club donating a silver loving cup as a prize to the 
high man in each of these events. Any one was eligible to shoot 
for the cup so —. as he put up the price of the targets. Handi- 
caps were awarde: . Messrs. Banks and Hobart, each of the 
contestants receiving from one to five misses as breaks added to 
their scores. The allowance did not count in the division of the 
moneys. 

In No. 5 Everitt and Joy tied on highest possibles, and shot 
off at 5 targets per man, according to the conditions as stated in 
the programme. Joy broke his 5 straight, Everitt losing 2 of his 
5 targets. 

In No. 8 there were seven ties on highest i i 

a § y é possibles, those in 
the tie being Everitt, Piercy, Money, Toctlean. Taylor, Snyder 
ant ans ——e s ag at 5 targets per man, Everitt 
only one to brea is 5 straight, thu inni 
be eo “— earned. " a 2 eee 

€tore closing an account of this pleasant little shoot, mention 
must be made of the hospitable manner in which the club kept 
open house, a hot turkey lunch and refreshments being served 
ps ghed “ somnoettnns — lookers on. Hot coffee was on tap 

Ly. n e crisp cold air of a D i 
yg? are much appreciated. Pern ee See See 

ter the programme was shot out, some “fly-by-nights” 1 
not be gainsaid, so several small extras were shot. Sovabter ana 
Money reaping the greatest benefit from these races, 


East Side Gun Club of Newark. 


Dec. 8.—Fifteen members of the East Side G 
; un Club took 
= the club shoot postponed to this date from the fourth Thurs. 
ay in November, on which date the weather was too bad for the 
page: dag - in - pepeerence. a Johnson, a guest of the 
£ g and score t i i , 
: oxi ol 5 in the rte ay out of 10 in the main event, and 
in the club shoot all stand at 28yds., a handicap of “points” 
being the only handicap imposed. Each shooter is Suadbiaeeed 26 
so many points, and must kill that number of birds before adding 
a point to his total for the yearly prizes. L. H. Schortemeier 
was the only one to score 10 strai ht, while Hassinger won second 
money alone on 9 out of 10. e¢ members have a $1 optional 
ww on the club event, the purse being divided Rose system 
while the yepa” a = 2 a The weather was cold and clear, 
wid ¢ S00 — rapped were helped by a stiff straightaway 
weepstake, 5 birds, $2, all 28yds.: Schort i K 
Otten FS Duston, Fei ens sir har ge Mg gry 
| ene ee eh assinger, Castle and Johnson 4, 
Club shoot, 10 birds, all 28yds., handicap of points: 


L Schortemeier, 7.2221222222-10 H Otten 7 * * 
W Hassinger, 7....1212110122—-9 E Waldman, 6" "domo 
a Koegel, , OEY 2121211010— 8 T Richards, 6....... 121221*012— 7 
Se anie. WA dvtiedauet 1011101111— 8 Dr Mulvaney, 6....0101121201— 7 
b cpneoa eoceeee2*12111102— 8 B Clinchard, 5..... 2102020122— 7 - 
r x udson, 7... .1022022112— 8 H Reiboldt, 5...... 2020122202— 7 
j Fisch" Riscted 1120110112— 8 Cc Fei enspan, 7,...2012111200— 7 
faa 1210202211— 8 C F Seitz, 5........ 22122*0000— 5 


South Side Gun Club. 


Newark, N. J., Dec., 3—Our annual sh i 
1600. Following are the scores of cae’ diane WR Se: ROe Doe. 8 
S$: 







12345678910 
Oe a sidaees 4 & 6 4°67: 2-6 € 3 
Terrill ag , ? 3 ; ; 5 7 33° 
Feigenspan (7 RTBBS i 7 
Ripley 4333444... 
jae Le Ce een 

i. TERRILL. 





The late Judge Samuel P. Walker. 


Wen the shooters from Memphis, 7 isi : 
; phis, Tenn., visited El 

last See and took part in the Grand American Handicon a 
me wit ‘om Judge Samuel P. Walker, one of the legal’ lights 
ea — is, who for some years filled the honored position of 
Judge of the Superior Court of the State of Tennessee, 

‘ m4 Judge entered in the Nitro Powder Handicap, and was one 
- those to divide the purse on 15 Straight.. In the Grand 
yg he was not so ortunate, having to retire at the end of 
the 18th round with four misses to his credit. This failure to 
stay in the race until the end did not appear to trouble him a little 
bit, the success of others seeming to have as much in them to 
ren he as if they were his own. He was an ideal contestant 
stove _ a is Gun Club always kept the seat nearest the 

t was not until a few days ago that we hear i 
Well known and popular as he San it seems onan 
oeties of his decease had reached us sooner. From his warm 
ta and admirer, Mr. Irby Bennett, we learn that Judge 

alker died a few weeks ago in Marlboro, Mass., where he had 
gone for a vacation to join his family, who had been summering 
pane, His death was unexpected and sudden, and came to his 
fies in the nature of a severe shock. He was fifty-seven years 
Always fond of sport, he was a member of i 
Club and of various other shooting clubs, ae, c 
Wapenoen Club, famed for its duck shooting. As a memorial of 
is efforts in their behalf, the pigeon shooters or Tennessee now 
have a law legalizing live pigeon shooting in the State, which 
law was drafted by Judge Walker himself. : 





Elliott defeats Smith, 


St, Louis, Dec. 7.—The match between Mr. J. A i 
oon icity, and De. J. W. ow of St. Louts, ee 
. was e victi 
ioe sae = oe, $100 a sida: Seen A Ete Ah SNS con 
the en the first 25 the race seemed to be i 
Doctor, the score then being 24 to 22 in nin deeeee Srowot — 
* “~ een 7 bey ware tied, o* having killed 46 out of 50. 
‘ jott gained steadi 
the score above mentioned. The ‘cutee at ee es tg 
BONE, Hos cdabeecasncsade idwed at eb « + + «2022120222222222%21 21222229 





Rochester Rod and Gun Club. 


Rocnester, N..Y., Dec. 10.—Editor Forest and : 
regular meeting of the Rochester Rod and Gun aa “held 
last night, end .all the reports presented show the organization 
to be in a flourishing condition. Trap-shooting contests are held 
every week at the club house, where more powder is burned than 
at any other ground in the State. It was determined to join the 
Fish, Game and Forest Preservation League. Measures were 
taken to increase the attractions and comforts of the club house 
on shooting days, and the result will no doubt be seen in an 
Ta akill of the ahtetera, “Tietchited’ Wine ee oe eenae in 

e si s. er t 
practice shoots for 1 cent each, setts z 
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WESTERN TRAPS. 
Montgomery Ward Diamond Badge. 


Curcaco, Ill., Dec. 10.—The contest for the Montgomery Ward 
& Co. diamond Badge, set forward one week on account of John 
Wetson’s live-bird tournament of next week, was held this week 
on Friday, Dec. 9, seventeen entries appearing. The weather 
was distinctly cold, though bright, and a bris left-quartering 
wind made things peeranie. Both sets of, the live-bird — were 
nut into commission, and both worked perfectly. The | rst ten 

irds were shot at No. 1 set of traps, the next ten at No. 2 set, 
and the ties were completed at No. 1. 

It was not a day for favorites, but for dark horses, the long 
handicap men as usual coming well to the front, Dr. Shaw was 

iven 2 birds and could not land above 18. He was tied by 
<oobers. 3 birds; Comley, 1 bird, and Barto, scratch. Eddie 
Steck, still another winner of the badge, went out with 17. Steck 
was tied by Tramp Irwin, of the Laflin & Rand Powder Co., and 
by W. B. Leffingwell, of Montgomery Ward & Co. Leffingwell 
was allowed 3 birds, but left the score very much disgusted. -He 
then came over to No. 1 set and killed 13 birds. straight. ne 
Roll, with 1 bird allowance, scored 19, and was tied by F. ‘ 
Hollister, 3 birds. There were five men tied on 20, Levi, Dwyer, 
Houston, Palmer and Hess, with handicaps varying from 2 to 6 
birds. Considerable interest was evinced in the tie for first 
place. Levi started out at a hot clip, killing 10 straight in the 
tie without needing any of his 3 handicap birds. Dwyer, Houston 
and Palmer fell by the wayside on or before the 5 hole. Hess alone 
forged to the front and collared Levi at the end of the first string. 
This seemed to be as far as Levi could go, for he went to pieces 
rapidly, missing 4 out of his next 9. ess went on, killing 10 
out of his 12 birds, and thus winning the trophy. Mr, Hess is sec- 
retary of the Eureka Gun Club, and to-day he snot in a form 
which would seem to make it quite worth while.to watch him in 
the future if he is given a liberal handicap. The records of the 
ast few shoots would indicate that Barto deserved a bird or so 
Comer than scratch. The following are the scores: 
















Dr S Shaw, 29, 2....0scvccccesseevceses 222222%222220222200222 —18 
. » «#12222%22211102002112202 —18 
. . .02002222222022200222202220—18 
. «-21101011211212022210102 —18 
= S Rice, 28, 4.. -22012001221122110100 w —14 
W B Leffingwell, -02112020*11211220122210 17 
H Levi, 26, 6..... -12222112212221201201202 20 


- 20222112*20022202101221 17 


Tramp Irwin, 28, $ 
.1222*1222*2111201122212 —20 


Dick Dwyer, 30, 8 


Geo Boll, 2, 1 .....cecccccccccses . 2222110*2122222222222 —19 
J S Houston, 28, 3........+-seeeeee -02210212122111122220122 20 
C E Comley, 30, 1.......-ccscseccscsese 011220122211101111112 —18 
BE Barth, GE, Ooo. ccksccccvcccccescceces’ 01121222012222222222 —18 
P Blotiteter, BD, 8... ccccrcccscsceveccenes 02*12102121122102211211 —19 
CC Beets, BGiiie ic cwecivvenscssvccocses 22220222202212222201222 w —20 
BC BE Sepak, BB, Dive ccccccccvcccccccveces 1*1221002112201112122 —17 
PPE Wy Bac da cs ieeByaeeipsbndevese 211222111*222202112222 —20 
First shoot-off: 
Lavi, 90, BS... 0s000 2222222222 —10 Hess, 29, 2........ 22222222201—10 
Dwyer, 30, 1...... 22010w Palmer, 29, 1...... 20110w 
Houston, 28, 1....22010w 
Second shoot-off: 
Revi, BR Boasces 202022200w Hess, 29, 2........ 222022220222—10 
The Experts. 


Jim Elliott displays commendable nerve in goin after the Iowa 
boy next Monday, the race being set for 11 o’clock, Dec. 12. Gil- 
bert is naturally a favorite on his record, but no one can tell 
what Jim Elliott will do after he gets past the first bird, which 
he is pretty sure to miss. The weather is apt to be cool and 
breezy, and the birds are flying well now, so that 95 would be a 


pretty good score, one would think. 4 
Jim Elliott went to St. Louis on Dec. 7 and defeated Dr. J. W. 
Smith, the crack shot of that city, with a score of 91 to 84. This is 


something of a drop for Dr. Smith in so short a time, since he 
scored $8 birds himself in his race with Dr. Knowlton. By the 
way, this score of Dr. Smith’s was widely quoted by St. Louis 
and other papers as the record of the year, these having evidently 
overlooked Rolla Heikes’ score of 99 at Eau Claire, against Fred 
Gilbert. 

J. J. Hallowell, Jr., of the U. M. C. Co., was out at Wat- 
son’s yesterday for a little practice, and to-day a number of the 
shooters have gone out again to get ready for next week’s game. 
John Watson says he will be satisfied with forty or fifty shooters, 
and he can handle that number with the greatest ease and com- 
fort. It would not be surprising if some races were made as 
the result of this coming together of so many experts, and in any 
event we are certain to have one week which will be full of 
shooting. : : ’ 

Billy Tiuseey seems to be, as it were, coming back to earth —s, 
and we may perhaps look for him as_a feature in the old Wat- 
son game. Billy skun his friend Ben Dicks a couple of times this 
week at short races, as see elsewhere. 


Waukegan. 


Waukegan Gun Club, of Waukegan, Ill., met on Dec. 7 for their 
club handicap at 25 birds, ten members taking part, with the 
following results: 


Handicap, Broke. Total. 
CC BB cnn cence voccqvevenveseuecesnséna ll 17 28 
ERE VEE v.csincodtinnsponsqhhbuses dawsannd > ait 6 18 24 
We BET. cc vcange unesnt 0seuncoceqeneseye 5 17 22 
WR RMR, <ocevneeesbsnveesbusGagntohese 5 17 22 
RTE kv anbconhsccceooe¥scedet voceonucnss 7 15 22 
B DOR. cncinnnncsedicccghosodetecoesepoe 6 16 22 
qeumeon ease ieee ceaegecrs coneenecséveunet 12 8 20 
SOI oc cnsececcasenssetecdonyet sansnesé 5 15 20 
SD  MEEMEE., ps chocvnupsyeste g¢vdvdpohdsusntes 5 13 18 
BOOTED. winde vn senna shsnnssbiivesoubevexcenba 8 9 7 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Pres- 

ident, James Van Deusen; Vice-Presidents, E. P. De Wolf, Wm. 


Bullock; Secretary, L. W. Jeffrey; Treasurer, George Hallowell; 
Trustees: O. H. Heath, J. C. Merchant, James Jemison. 


Quiet. 

The shoot of the Milwaukee Gun Club, which closed the first 
ot this week, was rather quiet, only about a dozen participating. 
Lewis, J. E. Bush, Rogers, Andrews and A. Lockie, of Chicago, 
were among the leading winners of Saturday. E. Hoveu. 

1200 Boyce Buripinc, Chicago, Ill. 





Mussey vs. Wilcox. : 


A race was to have taken place on Dec. 8, between W. P. 
Mussey and Ben Dicks, but on account of Mr. Dicks having 
been called out of the city on account of the illness of one of his 
family, Mr. Chas, E. Wilcox consented to take his place. The 
race was at 50 live birds, 30yds. rise. : 

The day was quite cold, with a stiff left-quartering wind, accom- 
anied by a good sunlight. The birds were good, strong flyers. 

oth principals shet in good form and each made some very com- 
mendable kills of fast birds. Following are detailed scores: 


Trap seore type —Copyright, 1298, oy Forest and Stream Publishing Co. 


C. S. Wilcox.....4842212824528521412415845 
PR LR PAL T ACY IIERK ESI MILD 
11122120222211011212222 2 2-28 
48553218153485185484418865 
PREP Ae Oe AEA D D8 db atelele NS 
21211022122220202211022 2 9-21-4 
W. P. Mussey...8 844145282858215254212518 
"i REARLIYR YG POCYYRYROIMELVIN 
2211211124121%121212101 1 2-9 
$214858514252241852984518 
ROME PS2 USPS SORE RS SETAE OS 
211201122112122229111120 1-23~4 
Rice vs. Hallowell. 


ing the above contest was-a friendly race of 25 birds be- 
tence Mears, E.S. Rice, of the Du Pont Co, and J. J. Hallo. 
well, of the U. M. C. Co., which resulted as follows: 


Trap score {ype— Copyright, 1898, by Forest and Stream Publishing Co, 


B.S. lad, .-0nens oS 1 cee rons ped | rates 3 ©, 
thy TSSeerigeeir sd 1333 t0 


FOREST AND STREAM. 


F $Me, «10h 68062 $99 5 9994 EERE 8S tRD 4! 
4 SAR RR mR Se a 
Soiiteeasarronisasestas 2—24 
Peavey vs. Mussey. 
Following is another event in which Mr. Mussey shows quite 


ood form in the race with Mr. Peavey, of 
olo., who is now visiting in the city. The scores: 


Trap score type-—-Copyright, 1898, by Forest and Stream Publishing Co. 


ripple Creek, 


C. W. Peavey.......94181885388181148228858438 
POYWIVLHPAYS LLSAVIRA LILIA SL 
2020202221222200*0001201 0—4 

W. P. Mussey.......2£48442158448884444148148 
9 L LESS LRIER LT RORARA LL Qe 
1202201221%12222111102111— 


Mussey vs. Dicks. 


In a friendly race between W. P. Mussey and C. B. Dicks, which 
was shot at Watson’s Park Dec. 6, the following scores were made. 
The birds were a good lot, trapped in a smart, driving wind. 
This is the event which led to the race to have been shot on the 
8th inst., as mentioned in foregoing items. The score: 


C B Dicks....... 101201022*210*211201112111021122211101021212221112—41 
W P Mussey... .02120121222010212112111101222111222021110121211122—43 


Mussey vs. Wilcox. 


Mr. W. P. Mussey challenges C. S. Wilcox to a contest of 100 
live birds, for the price of the birds, and is to allow~Wilcox 7 
of his lost birds to be scored as dead. Mr. Wilcox has accepted 
the defi, and sets the day of contest as of the afternoon of Dec. 
21, Watson’s Park, at 2 P. M. 


Garfield Gun Club. 


The Garfield Gun Club, of Chicago, held its second regular 
monthly contest at live birds on the club grounds on Dec. 12; 
there were twenty-one entries. The race was at 10 live birds, 
with distance handicap ranging from 25 to 3lyds. 

The day was very cold, with a driving wind from the right 
quarter, which aided the birds in getting away quickly. uite 
a few of them fell dead out of bounds. he shooters, regardless 
of the weather, were full of enthusiasm, and continued until 
darkness made it almost impossible to see the bird when liberated. 

T. P. Hicks carried off the honors of the day by making the 
only straight score, but was closely followed by Palmer, Steiger, 
Patetson, Davis and Fehrman, who killed 9. he scores: 













Dr Meek 10*1212122— 8 N Nusley ......... *200000220— 3 
S Palmer 12*1121122— 9 Fehrman ....... 2202222112— 9 
C Stiger 2011122212— 9 C P Richards.. 2021212200— 7 
Riddiford .--20102*0111— 6 S E Young........2022021012— 7 
H Bradley «+ -2*11100211— 7 Trail ......... . -1011111021— 8 
N H Ford.........2202222102— 8 T Eaton ..... . -0002110002— 4 
A C Paterson.....221222*211— 9 W A Jones . -10221*2110— 7 
CC Gemley sicwvecss *0**2°1111— 5 D Russell ..... . -0210122212— 8 
DE DSS Voccccesed 2210111211— 9 A Hellman «+ -2221010122— 8 
EEG andtucs doves 222022220— 8 T P Hicks......... 1212122121—10 
J Workman ....... 02022010*2— 5 


_ Following the medal contest were several 5-bird events, in which 
ties divided on the scores as follows: 






Hellman +. -20010—2 qpane ws -20001—2 
Eaton 21110—4 es -21110—4 
MEME “drosaercasesgesbhe tee 01010—2 Richards ... 21102—4 
ee ee eee 21112—5 Fehrman .. 11122—5 
SNL : ‘Scinbdeeedecssecd 02100—2 Young .. 22100—3 
CE ~whodthababsosodted 12111—5 Nusley .. 00111—3 
PROUT wovnroccnsecceee oe eee 11221—5 
PORE obiipcsbsawceedcced 22*22—4 Steiger ........ ghsVivecsee 01112—4 
Be GE “ci soxcchpasbetesey 22022—4 
Second 5-bird event: 

PRIMES 05 cvccvccooncsccan OE MEME Sn ckccnscensane canta 1121145 
SINE: ob wits Gb oh beirho'e tie ED SOE no noc cdo a teste tet 011114 


Eureka Gun Club, 


The next regular live-bird contest of the Eureka Gun Club, of 
Chicago, will take place at Watson’s Park on Saturday afternoon, 
Dec, 17, at 1 o’clock P. M. , 


Chicago Challenge Trophy. 


The trustees of the Chicago challenge trophy have decided that 
E. S. Rice, holder, shall shoot with E. C. Rice, challenger, at the 
next contest. ‘Lhe date and handicap have not as yet been 
decided upon, but it is expected to take place the first of the 
week following Watson’s tournament, and most likely on Dec. 
20 or 21. A. C. Paterson. 


Trap around Reading. 


ReapinoG, Pa., Dec. 6.—A private live-bird match was held to-day 
at Mr. Sidel’s grounds, at Bernhardt’s Station, near the city, be- 
tween Robert Welsh and Yale Dolan, of Philadelphia, on one 
side, and Midget and Hunter on the other team. Each man shot 
at-50 live birds, $100 a side. The Philadelphians allowed their op- 
ponents to stand at 28yds., while they shot from 30yds. The birds 
were a fair lot of flyers, the majority being right-quarter birds. 
Messrs. Welsh and Dolan shot a very fine race, and made some 
fine kills with the second barrel. The match had been arranged 
to be shot between Welsh and Dolan and Midget and Coldren, 
but at the end of the 18th round, after missing 4, Coldren, who 
was not feeling well, retired and Hunter took his place. Coldren 
is a very good live-bird shot, but has not had very much practice 
this year, and was off considerable, and handicapped by not feeling 
well he decided to withdraw. The invited guests occupied the 
shooting house, as it was cold outdoors, Before the match several 
sweeps were shot off, the scores of which follow: 

No. 1, 10 live birds, $5 entrance: Welsh, ‘ds., 10; Midget, 
28yds., 8; Coldren, 28yds., 6; Dolan, 30yds., 10; Hunter, 28yds., 9. 

No. 2, 10 live birds, $% entrance: Midget, 28yds., 9; Dolan, 
9; Coldren, 28yds., 7; eWlsh, 30yds., 10; Hunter, abyds., 10. 
Chas. W. Bechtel, of this city, officiated as referee; Oliver 
A. Tilton being in charge of the traps, while Duster officiated as 





30 ae. 
Me” 


scorer. The score of the team race follows: 

Midget, 28........ 0212212221*1122212221211122112222*2122122222220111—46 
Dolan, 30......... 211021222122112122*122122221 221 22222291 1*212122112 47 
Coldren, 28.......202221122*111*212* w 

Hunter, 28....... 21222222211212*21220121222*11222 - 43 
Welsh, 30 ........ 111.2111211112112111201212211121122*112211112122222—48 


No birds: Midget 2, Hunter 1, Dolan 1, Welsh 1. 
A %-bird match followed the big match between Dolan and 


Midget, Dolan winning by killing to Midget’s 21. The score 
follows: 

SOSRO. GD. svetaeucde sinh ood tine shits cnune wat 22111121212121221212121*1—24 
PE ED ckinsccachipe sds sun epeeeeetuaen 1222212*12*2212*111212110—21 


Dec. 10.—Several of the members of the South End Gun Club, 
of this city, held a practice shoot to-day, good scores being made. 
The scores follow: 


Events: 123 45 Events: 123465 
Targets. 10 10 10 10 25 Targets: 10 10/110 10 25 
5 ee 85 4 Yost 19 
5 6 7 2.. Geo Miller . 
66 86.. exter 





The management of the big Reading handicap, to be held at 
Reading, Pa., Wednesday, Jan. 18, 1899, Toe decided instead of hav- 
ing class shooting, have the prizes go to the three high guns, if 
not over sixteen entries are received, and if seventeen entries are 
received have four high guns.. 

The Reading handicap is at 25 live birds, $10 entrance, birds 
extra, guaranteed, $75 to first, $50 to second, $25 to third 
high guns. If two entries are received over fifteen then $20 
will be added to fourth “2 gun, after which all the entrance 
sane will be added, 40, 30, 20 and io, to the above prizes. Handi- 
caps from 26 to 30yds. Entries should be sent to Arthur A. Fink, 
er 426 lin street, Reading, Pa., and should. be accom- 
panied by $2.50 forfeit. Entries close Jan. 17, after which shooters 
can enter up to 12 A. M. on day of it, but will have to shoot 


scratch or ds.: 
Th t will be held at the St Creek shooting grou 
tazily conte Spm Readin, by taking the electric car es 
ae ee ing east on Penn and runs direct to the 
fird shooting, Saber’ oan Toren ae bette al tee 
¥ person 

barred. Any wanted can be had 

by addressing the 








[Dec. 17, 1898. 


~Norristo 
Gun Club, 
organization of this town, by one bird, on 


wn, Pa., 


Dec. 10.—The University of Ivani 
Bt Priladelphi e versity Pennsylvania 


defeated the ron Club, the crack 
the locals’ field to- 
day. Both teams were remarkably weak on this occasion. Each 
man shot at 25 bluerocks. The score was as follows: 
_ Penn Club—J.-R. Yost, captain, 14, Cassell 19, Jenkins 15, Frank- 
tin 16, Ritter 15, Smith 23, Dotterer 10, Johnson 18,—149. 
University of Pennsylvania—Parish Nealson 19, Singer 21, 
Paul 19, Weaver 12, Swain 14, Freed 20, dwin 11, Steele 150. 
West Chester, 8.—The_ Florist Gun Club, of Philadelphia, 
defeated the West Chester Gun Club to-day .in an interestin 
match on the home grounds this afternoon, this being the decid- 
ing match of a series of three. res: 
eam shoot, Florist vs. West Chester, 25 targets per man, teams 
gh Engl — R d 20, Ball 
orist—Engle 20, Rei all 16, Landis 22, Jones 10, Harris 
17, McAhee $0, Dorp 16, Cartledge’ 23, Bell Ry er Ben cap- 


tain, 22—207. ‘ 
West Chester—Devoe 17, Peters 20, Sellers 19, Griffith 19, Lumis 


Bin se Hoar 16, Ford 21, Brinton 13, Torp 19, Foulke, cap- 


Duster. 





Kling—McKann, 

Sr. Lovts, Mo., Dec. 3.—The Elliott-Smith match was to have 
been shot here to-day, but was postponed on account of the 
illness of Elliott. Kling and McKann shot a match at 50 birds 
for the price of the birds, which resulted as follows: 


Trap score type—Copyright, 1898, by Forest and Stream Publishing Co. 
TAHUPSALT 33934397477 LAAKRRLA 





re 222201102 221122292921 
Teele a ek eae eee’ 
20012%2110220222112112111 1—44 
PERATOSAT TT RRDARARE LEA LAD 

McKann,,........++. ees sosah hs Is1 Mi sis76 se. 
PYRKADA LOALSA TIER CR AS 
11 3eialiaroaraT yi betes 0 2—45 

Weiler Gun Club. 


ALLENTOWN, Pa 


: Dec. 6.—The John F. Weiler Gun Club held 
its shoot on the 


Duck Farm Hoiel grounds to-day. Two target 






events and one live-bird event were shot. Scores: 
No, 1, 25 targets: 
SUE. cvcqdatbedpessetcs sod redlieVecctas - -0100110111011111011110110—17 
DRE 6 odin sds Scccng ss cssdedusbesbvedece - - -0001000010010110100001010— 
POGUES i iegeupeeduscckt st sa bVimbespeopenaacts 1010010110111100111011011—16 
BIOOD se dncisiccciucsscsccesesescseesvenges¥ 0110011001110010001101001—12 
SS: WEEE: Si sSesccvctsvenspeceicccsweaus - -1101111011100011100100011—15 
CRSOUREE os 0 bbe cdtin seb oeoesctses ws svvben 1111110100011100110100110—15 
No. 2, 25 targets: 
Date i504 -1111111110111111111111010—22 
Acker --1100111000110110100100001—12 
Rerig -011111111001101101111110i—19 
MBODD ose civcroesccrcveresvccrcccccoossecee 1011101000110001101000101—12 
Be WOME: vi dee dasdeccncecswouToeievessonoes 1101101110010110010100111—15 
PEEEED -uckuvithupGusstueibodedapesingced 1111011110010111101110011—18 
No. 3, 8 live birds: 
Weller s...cccccnse 11101110—6 Acker ........... -«+- 01110116 
BEG osdvcvccocse ---1111111—-8 A i 4c 
Griesemer 011000114 § 








Audubon Gun Club. 


BuFFALo, N. Y., Dec. 8.—Following scores are from the Audubon 
Gun Club’s regular club shoot. No. 3 was the club badge shoot. 
Warfen, C. S, Burkhardt and B. Talsma tied for Class badge; 
Warren won in shoot-off. E. N. McCarney won Class B, and U. 
E. Storey won Class C. The attendance was small to-day, owing 
to the stormy weather. After the club programme was shot to-day 
there was a match shoot at live birds between R. H. Hebard and 
E. C. Burkhardt, conditions of which were 25 live birds, 27yds. rise, 
use of one barrel only. The race was very exciting throughout, 
and was won by E. C. Burkhardt, who scored 19 dead to 17 for 
Hebard. The feature of next Saturday’s shoot will be the R. H. 
Hebard event. , 

At a special meeting of the club, held at their club rooms Sat- 
urday evening, the date was fixed for the New York State shoot 
of 1899, which will be held under their auspices; the date chosen 
was the week of June 7. 





Events: 12345 Events: 5 
Targets: 1515 * 2 5p Targets: 25 5; 
C Burkhardt ..... li 14 20 18 pS BF . 
Talsma ES -- RH Hebard es 
E Burkhardt 16 -. Warren ..... 4 

alker 16 5 U E Storey > 8 
Fanning 21 © Parte 1.2.5 Os 6 

J Rei 16 of RG IMOD cen nteon ies 5 
acobs .. 16 oe 4 
* Badge Cuas. J. Mover. 











Apropos of the recent discussion as to the capabilities 
of small yachts, there is probably no other question in 
yachting which is so generally misunderstood as that of 
the value of overhangs vs. plumb ends. In the course of 
the discussion which we reprinted from the Field, all 
shades of opinion have been expressed for or against 
overhangs; the arguments in most cases being based on 
very insufficient premises. The main trouble-is the lack 
of any recognized standard for the comparison of size or 
bulk, in default of which most yachtsmen resort to either 
load waterline or over all length: as the one true basis. 
Whatever standard may be the proper one for racing 
yachts, when it comes to cruising no mere length meas- 
urement is of any walue. Probably the best standard for 
the comparison of size of cruising craft is the actual bulk 
of the hull below the deck, not mere displacement, but 
including top sides as well as under-water body. The 
letter of Mr. H. K. Wicksteed, published last week, is 
in our opinion the best discussion of the overhang ques- 
tion which has yet appeared. To us the matter of de- 
signing a seagoing vessel of any given cubic capacity is 
really a simple one. The essentials are first moderate 
proportions of beam and length, good depth if the waters 
allow it, and ample displacement. With the midship sec- 
tion resulting from reasonable beam, depth of. hold and 
displacement, the amount of overhang at each end is 
practically self-regulating through the bow-buttock lines; 
these carried out ae and naturally will give in almost 
every case a form well fitted for seagoing. The designer 
should not be cramped on the one hand by the necessi 
of cutting off the ends square: to fit a fixed over all 
length, nor on the other should he be compelled to force 
the buttock lines into | flat and weak overhangs. By 
the method here outli he can produce, on a given 
cubic capacity, a vessel of good ions, and of a 
graceful and natural form; well to ride a sea. Of 
all types adaptable to seagoing use, the one pointed out 
by natural ion is the double end whale or surf boat 
type, with moderate overhangs forward and aft. 


By Candle Light in New York. 





Owing to an accident, to ci mains, and 
stopping of the sachbane, wen adoiney ttle woes eae 
been put to press by candle light with proofs uncorrected. 











Long Island Sound Y. R. A. . 


special geneftil meetitig of the Y. R. A. of Long Islatid 


Sound was held on Dee. i2 at the Windsor Hotel, New’ 


York, to hear the repofts of the executive committee 
in the matter of scantling fegulations. There were pre- 
ent representatives of eleven clubs out of the twenty-two 
composing the Association. The report, as given below, 
was read and adopted, being favorably discussed, but it 
was decided to submit it to the Association before final 
action. The tables accompanying the report will be 
printed and sent out at once, and a general meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, Dec. 20, at which final action will be 
taken. As this is a very important matter ,it is desirable 
that every club be fully represented at the meeting, which 
is open to all individual members of the Association, as 
well as to the representatives. 


Special Report of the Executive Committee, Dec, 12, 1898. 


At a special general meeting of the Yacht Racing As- 
sociation of Long Island Sound, held on Nov. 3, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the executive committe be instructed 
to prepare a scheme of restrictions as to scantling, con- 
struction, etc., for all classes from 3o0ft. downward, to 
the end of establishing cruising classes as distinct from 
racing classes, and that the committee shall report to a 
special meeting of the Association at the earliest possible 
date. 

A special meeting of the committee was held on the 
following Monday, and meetings have been held regular- 
ly every week up to the present time; while specific por- 
tions of the work have been intrusted to different mem- 
bers, to be done by them in the intervals. In the ab- 
sence of the chairman, Mr. Cromwell,. Mr. C. E. Pierce 
was chosen acting chairman, and Mr. C. H. Crane ap- 
peared as proxy for Mr. Cromwell. 

In undertaking this task the committee is fully im- 
pressed with the importance of the work at the present 
time. During the past two seasons there has been very 
little building in-the regular classes of the Association, 
and but ilttle racing; this condition being due to two 
distinct sets of causes, those directly pertinent to yacht- 
ing, and those foreign to it, such as the war and the 
general condition of business. There is now every prom- 
ise of a change for the better in these external conditions. 
and of a strong reaction in yachting from the dullness and 
depression ofthe past season; and if a reasonable amount 
of improvement can be made in the immediate conditions 
affecting building and racing, a new era of active sport 
may be looked for. 

The first question confronting the committee was that 
of the amount of consideration to be accorded to the ex- 
isting fleet in framing new rules. On the one hand, the 
futility of marring new legislation by compliance -with the 
demands of old and outclassed yachts has been demon- 
strated time without number; and on the other it is evi- 
dent that under the most favorable conditions it cannot 
be expected that new classes will be built up in one or 
two seasons. For the coming season at least, the clubs 
must depend on the yachts already built rather than on 
those which may be built, for ful lentry lists. 

While the first effort of the committee has been toward 
the improvement of yachts yet to be built, it has at the 
same time endeavored to make all changs as easy as pos- 
sible for the owners of existing yachts; and to afford to them as 
many inducements as possible to resume racing. 

An examination of the Sound fleet as it exists to-day, 
‘outside of the special classes, will show that the “vested 
interests’ ‘are represented almost entirely by yachts that 
are both outclassed in measurement and so far.below a 
fair standard of modern design and construction as to 
‘have no longer a chance of success against a yacht just 
‘built to the limit of the class, even though it be a whole- 
se and well-constructed craft, and not a racing ma- 
chine. 

In accordance with the sentiment expressed at the. gen- 
eral meeting,. the committee determined at the outset to 
arrang the racing fleet in two divisions, one to include 
yachts built exclusively for racing, with the object of 
developing the highest possible absolute speed in each 
class; the other to include yachts which, while as fast as 
possible, and fully capable of affording exciting sport, 
shall at the same time be strong enough for safety under 
all conditions, and for a permanent life of some years; 
and also fitted in dimensions and general arrangement for 
all-round use in everyday sailing and cruising rather 
than for match sailing alone. 
tt is not the intention of the committee to suggest such 

egislation as will make slow yachts win from fast ones; 
but rather such as will draw a fair line between extreme 
speed, regardless of all other qualities, and such a high 
speed as may be had to-day with good design and con- 
struction in a vessel that honestly deserves the name of 
yacht. That this is perfectly practicable is shown in the 
success of the Boston knockabout class, in which yachts 
built under wholesome restrictions are not only far re- 


~ 


moved from the “tub” cruiser, but are second in speed . 


only to the latest racing machines. 

The name “racing division” naturally suggests itself 
for the unlimited ae gets; but thus far no suitable 
term has been suggested for the other; and the committee 
has been forced to resort to the use of the inadequate 
one of “cruising division” until a better one may be found 

’ in some one word, which will express the idea of a fast 
but serviceable yacht, adapted for the joint ends of class 
racing and general use. 

As a practical starting point in establishing rules and 
classes for the latter division, a list was made out of the 
— which have raced in the regular classes on Long 

sland Sound in 1897-8. This list, in which are not in- 
cluded the special 3oft., the knockabout and the 20 and 
15ft. Seawanhaka classes, numbers about 100 yachts of 
from R. M. down to 2oft. Of these, but half a 
dozen were built within the past two years, and hardly 
more than a dozen can be classed as up-to-date, and with 
a fair show of winning in their respective classes. Most 
of the mare outclassed in measurement, and only start 
when find a few of their own kind at the line, and 
they would no tstart if confronted with a new yacht, even 
though she were of wholesome type and construction. 

As the clases have gradually grown up on the Sound, 
there are now a number, but many of them with very few 


yachts.. It is evident that successful racing depends on © 


exactly the ‘reverse of these conditions, viz., a moderate 
number of classes and a large number o fyachts in each 
class. With the above mentioned list as a guide, the com- 
mittee has endeavored to build up and strengthen those 
classes, which have proved their popularity by ‘the num- 
ber of yachts built to them; and on the other hand, it is 
recommended that such classes as now exist on paper, but 
which can show no better reason for such existence than 
a few outclassed yachts, be discontinued. 

Before taking up the subject of scantling in detail of 
parts and sizes, it was obviously necessary to settle upon 
the classes to which the proposed restrictions should ap- 
ply. The present classes of the Association are 3oft., 25ft., 
2ift. and 18ft. by the Seawanhaka rule; the latter two 
having recently been changed from 2oft. and 15ft. respec- 
tively. It is now so generally recognized that this rule, 
including only two factors of speed, length and sail area, 
does not meet the réquirements of modern yachting in 
producing a yacht of reasonably large displacement and 
accommodation, that the committee was reluctant to rec- 
omment its continued use as the basis of a new and very 
important step in yachting legislation. 

The alternatives, as summed up and carefully con- 
sidered, were three: ist, to adopt for these classes the 
new rule in which girth is a factor, as recently adopted for 
the larger classes; 2d, to propose another new formula 
tending to produce yachts of greater displacement; 3d, to 
extend the system of arbitrary and fixed- restrictions 
now in use in the knockabout classes to cover the regular 
classes. 

The first alternative, the adoption of the girth rule, was 
rejected for the reason that from all that the committee 
has been able to learn of the opinions and wishes of the 
Sound yachtsmen, the new rule will not be acceptable for 
building in the smaller classes; and also its adoption 
would involve much labor in the remeasurement of ex- 
isting yachts. The second alternative, of a new formula, 
is not practicable, as it would only further complicate the 
measurement question to put still another rule in opposi- 
tion to the one just adopted ,and as yet untried in the 
larger classes. 

At one point in its deliberations, the committee had 
practically decided upon recommending a system of re- 
stricted classes in the cruising division, and the details 
of the necessary restrictions were carefully discussed. 
Mr. F. B. Jones visited Boston on behalf of the commit- 
tee, and was present at the meeting of the executive com- 
mittee of the Yacht Racing Association of Massachu- 
setts, while similar restrictions were under considera- 
tion. It was proposed to establish classes with fixed 
limitations to waterline, sail area, ballast, and other of 
the more important factors of advantage, with more 
stringent cabin restrictions. One advantage of this plan 
would be that the special knockabout classes of 21ft. and 
25ft. I.w.I. could be assimilated with the regular classes, 
thus much simplifying the racing and producing fewer 
and stronger classes. It would also be of mutual advan- 
tage if the two associations of Boston and New York 
could be drawn more closely together through increased 
uniformity of rules. 

When it came to the question of actual details, it was 
evident that to secure satisfactory results in establishing 
the necessary maximum and minimum limits of ballast, 
beam, sail, etc., for both keel and centerboard types in 
the same classes, was a task that could only be dealt with 
by experts, who would devote much time and labor to it. 
Apart from there being no one at hand to do this work 
voluntarily, the necessity for immediate action, and the 
length of time required for the preparation of such a 
scheme of restrictions in addition to the scantling, made 
it impossible to carry out this method. 

As a last resort, the committee has been compelled to 
recommend the retention of the present rule, as involv- 
ing the least possible disturbance to racing. There is 
good reason to anticipate a general revival of yachting in 
the season of 1899, in which racing will have its share. 
Any material alteration of the rules is certain to have a 
deterrent eect on the racing for the following season, ard 
under present conditions might lead to a repetition of the 
experiences of the past year. 

If it had been possible to find a new rule of any kind 
which promised positively to attain the ends generally 
recognized as desirable, the production of yachts fitted 
for both racing and general use, the committee would not 
have hesitated to recommend its adoption, at whatever 
temporary cost. The three alternatives alrady outlined 
are at best but experiments whose success is doubtful, and 
each of them involves a serious disturbance of the familiar 
measurements, class limits and methods which is certain 
to operate disadvantageously at the present time in con- 
fusing yachtsmen and discouraging entries. In retaining 
the old rule, all this, at least, is avoided; and there is also 
good reason to anticipate that the new measures here 
proposed, the isolation of the extreme racing yachts, the 
imposition of scantling restrictions, and the revision of 
the cabin requirements, will all act strongly to improve 
the type built under the rule. 

The committee then recommends the following classes 
by the present rule. 

Cruising Division. 

Sloops, Cutters and Yawls.—Cabin—3oft. class, 2sft. 
class. Open—arft. class, 18ft. class. 

Catboats.—Cabin.—3oft. class, 25ft. class, 21ft. class. 

In order to qualify for any of these classes a yacht must 
conform to the standard Table of Scantlings and to the 
Cabin Restrictions. 

A yacht.which does not comply with the scantling and 
cabin restrictions may sail in the racing division of her 
class, under the- above class limits. 

In view of the possible objection that by this plan the 
number of classes and prizes is doubled, it may be pointed 
out that there is very little probability of both divisions of 
each class filling. A fair trial of the unlimited racing 
division and the restricted cruising division, side by side, 
is likely to prove that but one of them will attract the 
favor and support of owners. While it will be desirable 
for the present to offer prizes for yachts in each division 
in a class, when they come to the line in such. numbers 
as to justify it; the matter is after all a mere question 
of the survival of the fittest, which may be left to settle 
itself. 

In taking up the question of construction, the commit- 
tee referred at the start to the work done last year for 


the Yacht Racing Union of the Great Lakes, by W. P. 
Stephens. The conditions and the end in view were. prac- 
tically the same as in the present case; from such informa- 
tion as the committee has been able to obtain, the table 
has proved satisfactory, and it is approved by such design- 
ers as have had occasion to become familiar with it. The 
compilation of a new table would involve a great deal 
of labor, and would inevitably delay matters for some 
weeks more; and under the circumstances the committee 
is well satisfied to recommend ‘his table to the Associa- 
tion. At its request, Mr. Stephens has revised the figures 
to fit the altered class limits recommended in this report, 
which are different from those of the lakes, and they have 
been extended to cover the smallest class. 

The dimensions as given in the table are based on 
actual practice, as shown in modern yacht$ of good con- 
struction; and it is believed that they represent as fully as 
possible a desirable point of compromise between light- 
ness and strength. In laying down restrictions of this 
kind, while it is desirable to avoid unnecessary complica- 
tion, it is at the same time absolutely necessary to specify 
every essential: In order to carry out the intent of the 
Association, as expressed in the resolution, and to pro- 
tect to the fullest extent those who build honestly in this 
spirit, it has seemed necessary to approach the extreme of 
complication, rather than the reverse, of few and simple 
requirements, which may be filled literally and at the same 
time evaded in spirit. 

The Committee recognized fully that a table of this kind 
is based on an assumption which is by no means correct 

viz., that the same dimensions and disposition of parts 
are equally applicable to all types of yachts. On this 
point it may be said that, as it is manifestly impossible to 
arrange special tables for each possible type; the present 
one has been based mainly on that general type which has 
always been largely in the majority in the cabin classes, 
the moderately wide and deep keel and centerboard. 

Assuming that the table is correct as far-as it goes, 
there are several secondary points connected with it. In 
the first palce, there will be found some existing yachts 
whose scantlings do not comply with those laid down, 
but which are of heavy construction and ample strength 
as tested by use. These should be admitted to their 
proper classes. It may in time prove necessary that some 
provision be made for an inspection of yachts under con- 
tsruction, in order that some provision be made for an in- 
spection of yachts under construction, in order to guar- 
antee that they are built in accordance with the table; and 
also to take some means to ensure that after being thus 
built, yachts shall be maintained fully up to the required 
standard. It would obviously destroy the entire effect 
of the rule if a yacht after her first season were allowed 
to plane down her deck and planking and to cut away 
other members to gain an advantage in weight. 

There will in time be the question of approved methods 
of construction other than the particular one dealt with 
in the present table, such as steel, aluminum and com- 
posite. In the opinion of the committee, the work which 
it now presents, though all that has been possible at the 
present time is but the beginning of a very extensive 
scheme, which can only be perfected by continual care 
and labor in the future. 

The two subjects of the restriction of the Knockabout 
classes and the cabin requirements for the regular classes 
have been carefully considered, and the committee pre- 
sents new limits which it considrs desirable. They have 
ben drawn as far as possible in conformity with those of 
the Y. R. A. of Massachusetts, which has, with the Boston 
Knockabout Association, given much attention to these 
mattefs. 

At the general meeting of Nov. 3 the Association voted 
to adopt for the classes of 34ft. and over the rule recently 
adopted by the Yacht Racing Union of North America. 
At the present time there is a decided difference of opin 
ion as to the merits of this rule in producing a yacht of 
greater internal capacity than that of late resulting from 
the old rule. This question can only be settled by the 
practical test of designing and building and racing under 
the rule; and it is highly desirable that such a test be 
made at once. The new 36ft. class offers a most favorable 
opportunity for such a test, and the committee would 
urge that every effort be made by the clubs of the As- 
sociation toward building up this class for the coming 
season. The class permits a yacht of about 3o0ft. l.w.1., 
of any type, from the cruiser of full section to the fin- 
keel, according to the preference of the owner. It is as 
yet very far from certain which type will win, or in fact 
whether any one type will win in all conditions of racing. 
Those who desire to build a yacht of some living accom- 
modation and yet to race her regularly, can find in this 
class at least a good fighting chance. In order to induce 
the building up of this class, the committee has extended 
the table of scantling to include it; so that those building 
may at least be sure of a-strong and durable yacht with a 
permanent sale value, and not a mere racing shell. The 
cost of building a 36-footer, even for a first-class craft, is 
by no means excessive; if the class is taken up in time by 
the Association and the clubs, there will be a certainty cf 
good class racing through the mext séason; and until more is 
xnown of the practical working of the rule, there is at least a 
fair sporting chance of prizes for each type of yacht. 

It may not be out of place to say that any early premonitions 
on the part of the committee as to the amount of the work in- 
volved in carrying out the resolution of the Association have 
been more than realized; and at the same time the committee 
cannot feel that it has been able to complete the task in a man- 
ner which is thoroughly satisfactory to itself. 

The committee is impressed with the truth that the results of 
legislation are not of necessity dependent entirely upon the act- 
ual details of the laws, but upon the spirit with which they are 
accepted and obeyed. There is, at the present time, a geneal 
desire to establish yacht racing upon a more'satisfactory basis 
than it has occupied for some years past. Whether this can be 
done depends not alone on the rules, but on the spirit of ‘the 
yachting community, Ifthe yachtsmen of Long Island Sound: 
will individually accept the rules and display a proper sporting 
spirit in building new yachts or racing their old ones if at all 
possible. next season; and in the endeavor to improve and 
strengthen the rules by interpreting them in the spirit of true 
sport, rather than in destroying them by at once pushing them. 
to the most extreme limit of the letter, the results can hardly 
fail to be satisfactory, both in the present and the future. 

Respectfully submitted, C. T. Pierce, Acting Chairman 
C. P, Tower, Sec’y, E. Burton Hart, F. Bowne Jongs, 
O, Cueizorc, W. P, STEPHENS, ; 
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The Standard Navy Boats. 


By Arthur B. Cassidy, Esq , Member Society Nav. Arch, and Marine Eng 


THe design of small boats for the navy has been a 
problem which the naval constructors have been obliged 
to solve under circumstances somewhat similar to those 
affecting the designs of ships for the special purposes in- 
tended, and under many conflicting and limiting condi- 
tions. 

The necessities of special cases of boat design are illus- 
trated by the dory of the New England fisherman, a light, 
handy craft of good freeboard and great carrying capacity. 
The average “banker” carries about a dozen dories, snug- 
ly nested by removal of the thwarts. Each boat is 
handled by two men, and will carry on a draft of 12in. 
from 1,500 to 2,000lbs. 

The New Bedford whale-boat, famous for its speed. 
lightness and capacity. is an easy pulling boat, with con- 
siderable sheer and sharp lines. The bow and stern are 
alike, so that the boat will work quickly in either direc- 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 


tion, and there is considerable curvature in stem and stern 


* post, so that it can be turned quickly by the boat steerer 


with his long steering oar, and thus escape the fury of the 
whale. The boat is usually fitted with a small sail and 
centerboard, carries a crew of seven or eight; five or 
six at the oars, a boat header and boat steerer, with all 
the necessary gear, harpoons, lances, tubs containing whale 
lines, etc. Each whaler usually carries about two spare 
boats, and in her complement of boats has more than 
enough capacity to easily carry all the crew. 

The surf boat is one with great sheer, full forward and 
after body, quick rise of keel forward and.aft. A surf 
boat that has received great praise in the navy is the 
Ranger boat, built at Mare Island, for use on the survey 
of the coast of Mexico and Central America. 

The racing cutter or barge, built sharp and light as 
possible, is intended for racing in smooth water. 

The light steam and naphtha launches, which are so 
popular along our coast in sheltered waters, are built as 
light as possible, and with their limited crew serve their 
purpose admirably as pleasure craft in smooth water. 
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In each of the cases cited the boat fulfills its purpose, 
but would be comparatively worthless if its use was at- 
tempted in any other class than that for which it was 
intended. 

As in each of the above mentioned cases, so in the 
navy, must the boats be designed for their specific purpose. 
They must be strong enough to stand rough usage in 
rough water. They must be stable under sail or oars, have 
great carrying capacity, and must be as light as is con- 
sistent with the necessary strength. The steam cutters 
must have the power and strength of construction to not 
only carry their own load of officers and men, ranging 
from 60 in the goft. steam cutters to 35 in the 28ft., but 
must be able to tow all the other boats of the vessel, loaded 
to their capacity. 

As the usual space on naval vessels for the stowage of 
boats is limited, the number of boats that can be carried 
is also limited, so that in abandoning ship, when each 
man has his allotted place in a boat, there is not much 
spare room, as the boats, besides their human freight, must 
carry the requisite amount of provisions and water. Then 
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again, in landing parties, the men and equipments make 
a heavy load to carry, possibly through surf, to the 
shore, and with the banging ‘upon the shore require good, 
solid construction to stand the strain. 

It is impossible to make the boats, in all their details, 
satisfactory to every one, but it is believed that the present 
types, which have been adopted as the standard of the 
navy, more nearly fulfill all requirements and are more 
satisfactory to the majority of naval officers than any 
previous designs. These standard boats are not of an im- 
mediate growth, but are the result of experience of many 
years of actual service, and much time and thought by 
many men. 

An order was issued by the department April 1, 1870, 
relative to establishing uniformity in the size of boats. 
The vessels were classified, and a table prepared by Mr. 
John Lenthall, then Chief Constructor of the Navy, giv- 
ing the size of boats that should be carried by each vessel, 
and also establishing the proportion of breadth and depth 
to the length, ranging from .282 of the length for breadth, 
and .4 of breadth for depth in launches, to .21 of the 
length for breadth and .39 of breadth for depth in whale- 
boats. 

While this classified the boats as far as principal dimen- 
sions were concerned, there was no limit to the form of 
the boats, and in many cases the desire of the command- 
ing officers, to have their boats faster than the boats of 
some other vessel, led to the construction of some tender 
boats entirely unfitted for naval use. 

When it was determined by the present chief con- 
structor to standardize the boats, the best boats in use 
were selected as the basis of the designs; the boats were 
studied for improvements, and the opinion of many 
officers afloat was sought. 

One point upon which all were united was, that the boats 
should have more carrying capacity. The principal differ- 
ence of opinion was on the question of rig; about 75 per 
cent. of the officers were in favor of the sliding gunter; 
the remainder in favor of the standing lug. 

In the compilation-of the standard designs, the classes 
were first determined. The classes and principal dimen- 
sions are shown in the accompanying table: 


PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT OF STANDARD BOATS OF THR 
UNITED STATES NAVY, 


-—--—Principal Dimensions.---—, ———Weight.-—-— 
Depth* from 
top of gunwale _ Total 
Length Breadth to lower edge including 
Type of Boat. extreme. extreme. of rabbet. Hull. outfit. 
Ft. In. Ft. In. Ft, In. Lbs. Lbs. 
Steam cutters. .40.00 9.00 4.7% 8,064 1e,642 
36.00 8.49 4.06 7,148 15,719 
33.00 8.07 4.05 5,120 12,768 
80.00 8.00 4.02 4,763 10,681 
28.00 7.08 4.00% 8,692 8,889 
Launches...... 88.00 9.08 3.08 4,359 6,738 
80.00 5.60 3.05 2,705 4.769 
27.00 7.05 2.08 2,150 8,471 
CeO. onsesed 80.00 8.00 2.10 2,219 8,384 
28.00 7.05 2.08 1,872 2,508 
26.00 6.11 2.06 1,535 2,460 
24.00 6.06 2.06 1,100 1,919 
Barge.......... 80.00 6.11 2.08 1,712 2,767 
Whiale-boats. . .80.00 6.10 2.05 1,670 2,587 
29.00 6.08 2.05 1,468 2,474 
28.00 6.06 2.05 1,358 2,344 
24.00 5.11% 2.02% 1,050 1,781 
Giz whale boats 30 .00 6.02 2.05 1,875 2,288 
25.00 6.00 2.05 1,128 2,014 
Dinghies....« » 20.00 5.06 2.02 700 1,184 
18.00 5.04 2.01 516 950 
16.00 4.06 1.10 291 617 
14.00 4.04 1.08 236 887 





*Norts.—In case of Steam Cutters this heading should read—Depth 
from top of deck to lower edge of rabbet. 


The essential qualities of a design for naval boats should 
be classed as follows: 1s safety; 2d, weight; 3d, com- 
fort; 4th, speed. 

In order to secure the first element, safety, the boat 
must be of such form as to give stability, both under 
oars and sail. It must have strength to stand the strains 
of heavy weather, the rough usage which they sometimes 
receive when being hoisted and-lowered, and must be able 
to stand considerable banging against the vessel, the 
wharf, or a float, and the shock of grounding on a beach 
when landing with an expedition. The boats should 
have capacity to carry, in addition to their regular crew 
and stores, as large a number of men as possible, and they 
must have the form and a sufficient freeboard to be 
weatherly under sail in rough water, and to be able to 
carry as dry as possible her crew, the additional num- 
ber of men allotted to the boat in abandoning ship, and 
provisions and water for her complement. The capacity 
in men, weight of provision and water, and the freeboard 
of the standard boats, is as follows: 


one Welebe of ' pees 
number of men eight o' with maximum 
Type of Boat. boat will provisions aumber of men 
; and water. and provisions. 
Fr. In ig Lbs. Fe In. 
Steam cutters..... 40.00 60 600 1.00% 
86.00 58 530 1.00% 
83.00 48 480 1,00% 
80.90 40 400 iors 
28.00 85 850 1.07 
Launches........ 83.00 64 640 1.10% 
30.00 50 500 ion 
28.00 40 400 1.01 
Cutters.........+6 30.00 45 450 1.04 
28.00 40 400 1.02% 
26.00 80 300 1.00 
24.00 28 280 1.09 . 
Barge..........+- 30.00 88 880 1.00% 
Whale-boats...... 30.00 28 280 1.01 
29.00 26 250 1.00 
28.00 22 220 1.01 
24.00 18 eee 
Gig whale-boats. .80.00 20 200 1.02% 
28.00 16 160 1.02% 
Dinghies......... 20.00 12 120 1.02 
18.00 10 100 1.00 


As the boats must be strong, and scantlings made as 
light as possible, careful workmanship is insisted upon, -in 
ae that all the parts of the boat may be properly joined 
together, 


While it is not intended to encourage extravagance, it is 


insisted that every appointment shall ‘be strong, neat, and 
symmetrical without regard to expense. 

The practice is to have all frames made of white oak, 
steamed and bent. In many cases where these frames 
have been made from flitches, or the natural crook, they 
have not stood the strain of a sudden shock, have broken 


from the blast of a gun, or the swinging of the boat 
against the vessel or wharf. E 

The keels, stem, sternposts, keelsons, frames, risings, 
footlings and wash strakes are built of white oak, the 
plank of white cedar, the thwarts of white ash, and the 
boats are copper-fastened throughout. The hanging bolts 
are of galanized iron, and are strongly riveted over 
washers or plates in the stem, keel, or stern-post. All 
metal fittings of the boats are of brass. 

‘\ change has recently been made in the stern benches, 
slatted seats being used in place of the flat bench, thus giv- 
ing an easy shaped seat, similar to park benches, upon 
which a person can more easily sit when the boat is in 
motion, and also insure a comparatively dry seat at all 
times; it is also intended to replace the cumbersome 
cushions. 

The barges and gigs are always finished in mahogany, 
the back board being curved and carved with an ap- 
propriate design. 

The whale-boats and gig whale-boats are fittcd with 
copper tanks under the bow and stern sheets, and at the 
sides under the thwarts, to make them better lifeboats. 

The 30ft. whaleboat has a tank capacity of 14 cubic feet. 
The steam cutters are also fitted with copper tanks; the 
4oft. steam cutter has, including a water-tight compart- 
ment at the bow, 62.3 cubic feet. 

Of the fittings of the boats, the greatest difficulty has 
been with the detaching apparatus of lifeboats. Many- 
kinds have been used, and failures to work at the proper 
time have been noted. The automatic releasing hook is 
now being largely used in the navy. By this appliance, the 
boat is under control from the deck, and is rapidly low- 
ered, and automatically released as soon as the boat 
touches the water. 

The second element of the designs is that ever present 
question demanding the constant attention of the naval 
architect—weight. 

As previously stated, the scantling is reduced as much 
as is consistent with the necessary strength. The designs 
have been studied from three points of view—safety, 
strength, and weight, and wherever it seemed possible to 
cut the weight it was done. 

In the systematic arrangement of the thwarts, the bow 
oarsman is located far enough aft not to be cramped in 
his movements, and also to give a large fore sheet for all 
necessary purposes. 

The bows have a considerable flare to make them dry, 
and the lines are made as sharp as possible, keeping in 
view the capacity required. 

Under the third element of the boat designs—comfort— 
might be specified the slatted seats in the stern sheets of 
all boats except launches and dinghies. It has been the 
aim in the standard designs to give the crew of the boat 
ample room for pulling, and the thwarts have been ar- 
ranged both vertically and horizontally to that end. ; 

The element last to be considered in the navy boats is 
speed, and as the speed of a steam cutter is closely as- 
sociated with space and weight, any attempt at anything 
but moderate speed could not be considered in a navy 
boat. 

In rough waters, where the usual service of the boats 
would be performed, the speed ranges from eight knots 
in the 4oft. steam cutters to six knots in the 28ft. 
cutters. 

Many of the crews of the old navy took a great deal of 
pride in their racing cutter, but in the new navy, where 
everything has to be well considered from many points of 
view, the racing cutter seems out of place. As the boats 
are standardized, and those of all vessels are alike, size 
for size, a boat race would become a question of strength 
and endurance, and be much more interesting than a 
race between two boats of unequal form. j 

Under sail, the boats will not be speedy, as the sail 
power has been purposely kept low to keep down the 
size of spars, and the weight of sails and spars. 

In the steam cutters, the sail area is 1.75 times the area 
of the load waterline; in the launches, 3 times; in the cut- 
ters, whale-boats, and gig whale-boats, 214 times; and in 
the dinghies, 214 times. : ; 

The sail area of each boat is given in the following 
table: 


Center of 
Area of efiortfrom Center of 
l.advater center of effort 
Type of Boat. Sail area. line. length. above base. 
Ft. In. ‘- il 
Ss tters.. ..40.00 872.04 212.08 on f 
5 se 86.00 318.58 182.00 -127 aft. 13.5 
83.00 801.09 172.05 046 * 18.46 
80.00 288.75 145.00 -_-* 12.64 
28.00 218.82 125.00 207 “* 11.77 
hi -.88.00 505.05 168.05 on B 15.04 
enue 80.00 458.25 152.75 -298 aft. 18.9 
28.00 290.00 8 cecvee -696 ** 11.845 
dupeosast 30.00 815.00 126.00 ww * 12.0 
sane 28.00 290.00 114.75 -696 11.345 
26.00 240.00 94.05 685 “* 10.647 
24.00 209.00 8 ncveee on B 9.79 
Barge.......+++- 30.00 293.75 117.05 -41 aft. 10.7 
Whale-boats. . ..30.00 287.75 111.05 .-* 10.87 
29.00 260.00 104.00 oo 10.29 
28.00 240.00 96.00 8 “ 10.08 
24.00 378.65. cvecee 198 “* 9.55 
Gig whale-boats.30.00 286.08 94.75 449 “* 9.87 
28. 212.05 85.00 2s * 9.48 
Dinghies ++. -20.00 184.04 58.07 on B 9.625 
18.00 126.32 56.14 354 aft. 9.67 


The life of the navy boats is comparatively short, prob- 
ably averaging ten years. 

One hundred boats have been built during the past 
year, and there are now in use in the navy about 1,000 
boats of all classes. 

A number of designs have been selected to illustrate 
the type of each class, and are shown on plates I to 21, in- 
clusive. 





Gilberts Bar Y. C. 

Wavetanp, Fla., Dec. 4.—The usual monthly meeting 
of the Gilberts Bar Y. C. was held on Dec. 3. The race 
was sailed over the usual course, with a variable west 
wind, the result being as follows: 


First Class. 
Ela; Corrected. 
AMATONS | ois cei cccsvdcsccsevessesedesaesdhoweccs H 1 32 44 
Britannia 0.00. scsscesseseweeensseceeeed MB 1B 
Geet nnn reerteentcoheee ccc 
H.:E. Sewall, Com., Sewall’s Point, Fla.; C. B. B. 


Harrison, Sec’y, Waveland, Fla. 


' practical designing was received by our readers, the 


Yacht Designing. 


In spite of the favor with which the series of articles on 
pres- 
sure of much other work has prevented their resumption 
during the past year, as was originally intended. We 
take pleasure now in announcing that they will begin 
again in the first issue of 1899, and will continue as regu- 
larly as the work will permit. It is the intention to issue 
them in book form after completion in the paper. The 
portion of the subject which will be first taken up re- 
lates to drafting instruments, their practical use, and the 
elements of marine drafting. 





YACHTING NEWS NOTES. 


Barracouta, steam yacht, Edward Kelly, arrived at New 
York on Dec. 6, after a cruise to Porto Rico and other 
West Indian islands. She sailed from New York on Oct. 
22, reaching San Juan on Oct. 28. The return trip began 
on Noy. 29, and on Dec. 4 a violent gale was encountered. 
The coal supply gave out before Sandy Hook was reached 
and the aid of a tug was required to reach the upper bay. 


The Mianus Electric Co., of Mianus, Conn.,’is now, in 
addition to electrical supplies, building the Palmer gas 
and gasoline engines in various sizes for land and marine 
use. In connection with the hull department, the com- 
pany building the complete yachts as well as the engines, 
it is now prepared to furnish frames for those who wish 
to build for themselves. The stem, stern-post, keel, tim- 
bers and floors are finished, fitted and marked, so that they 
may be readily set up after shipment. This will prove a 
great aid to those who wish to build, but have not the 
facilities for steaming, etc. 








Canoeing. 
The Western Canoe Association and the A. C. A. 


GREAT interest among Western canoeiSts is evinced 
over the proposed absorption of the Western Canoe As- 
sociation by the larger and older body, the A. C. A. The 
history of the W. C. A. for the past couple of years wotild 
indicate that it is not in an active and healthy condition. 
This is probably due more to the oppressively hard times 
of the past few years than to any other cause, but what- 
ever be the cause the result is unavoidable and not grati- 
fying. It must be admitted with regret that the prospect 
of improvement in the W. C. A. is but remote, and there 
seems to be quite a sentiment in favor of merging the 
Western organization in the older body. The following 
circular letter, *ssued by Secretary Huntington, of the 
W. C. A., covers these points fully. The vote is now in 
progress, and by the end of next month the future of the 
W. C. A. will be determined, one way or the other. The 
letter is dated at Milwaukee, Nov. 19: 


A special meeting of the exeeutive committee of the Western 
Canoe Association was held at the Great Northern Hotel, Chicago, 
Noy. 16, for the purpose of stimulating interest in canoeing an 
endeavoring to revive, if possible, the Western Canoe Association. 

Commodore F. S. Thorne, of the American Canoe Association, 
and H. C. Morse, of the executive committee, and also vice-commo- 
dore of the Central Division of that Association, were present 
and made 8 qrapecition to have the members of the Western As- 
sociation join the American Canoe Association in a body, the 
same to constitute the Western Division of the American Canoe 
Association. _ 

Your committee have looked at this matter in_all its phases, 
and it is their deliberate judgment that the best interests of the 
W. C. A. will be served by all its members joining the A. C, A. 
in a body, to be designated the Western Division of the A. C. A. 
This will.give us all the advantages to be derived from connection 
with the / A., while our present membership and affiliations 
will remain practically the same. 

We ask you therefore to vote on the following propositions: 

1. Sve in favor of joining the A. C. A. as a member of their 
Western Division and turning over to that division all our Associa- 
tion property, such as records, cups, cannon, flags, treasury balance, 
ae. sae property to belong to said propo: Western Division 
only 

2. If not, 
revival of the . 

Please vote “Yes” or “No” on each of these propositions and 
send same promety to the secretary. According to Article.1 of 
our by-laws only those members whose dues are fully paid are 
entitled to a vote on any question; be kind enough dhaltere to 
remit your dues as per inclosed notice with your vote. The con- 
stitution and by-laws of the A. C. A. are much the same as our 
own - organization, and the dues and initiation fee are the same, 
viz., $1 each. 

Our executive committee at their regular meeting, to be held in 
Milwaukee, Jan. 21, 1899, will decide the matter of joining the 
A. C. A. in accordance with the replies received from our mem- 
bers. It is necessary therefore that every member should vote on 
these questions, and we ask your co-operation to the ‘extent of an 
immediate reply. 





have you eny suggestion to offer looking to the 
vcar ~~ 


The Executive Committee, 
By F. B. Huntington, Sec’y. 
397 Broadway, Milwaukee. 
Approved: N. H. Cook, Commodore, Chicago. 


cluswerg to Correspondents. . 


No notice taken of anonymous communications. 


Carrier Pigeon NA 14695, Garden Prairie, Ill, Dec. 6.—Mr. 
R. O. Portee, of this place, in his barn yesterday found a car- 
rier pigeon with the number NA 14695 on left leg and a 
band on right leg. I would like to hear from owner if he 
wants the bird. A. Gates Wuite. 


W. H. C., Ogdensburg, N. Y.—Will you be kind enough to tell 
me when deer shed their horns, and how long the velvet stays on? 
Ans. article on this subject in our issue ov. 19, this 
i. In different parts of the country horns 

ifferent times, ranging December 
ersey.—L Is this a good time 
Won't it be 
lack bass in a 











” 


nest 
on. 4. From a shallow stream to 20 or feet. 
6. If the water is ‘out soaker beep bane, anal: aoames ane 
other fish out it. Bass will destroy trout. 6. Consult our 
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